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Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) is a citizen-led, household-based survey. It 
was conducted in 2018 across 154 rural and 21 urban districts of Pakistan assessing 
the learning outcomes of children aged 5-16. The survey gives an overview of the 
learning competencies (grades 2/3-lower primary) of Pakistan's children whether in-
school or out of school. This is achieved by mobilizing partners (27) and volunteers to 
conduct the survey. This citizen-led initiative trains and mobilizes mainly youth 
volunteers as enumerators, holding the education system accountable. The 
volunteers/ enumerators are mobilized who have at least a graduate degree, have a 
mobile phone and a passion to highlight the challenges of the education sector as 
active citizens. In ASER 2018, 11,000 educated enumerators were provided three 
days of rigorous field based training, to conduct the oral one-to-one assessment in 
homes, triangulated by information from households and visits to local schools. 

Through this training and experience, ASER enables our ordinary-extraordinary 
citizens every year to assess the quality of education in Pakistan through a large body 
of open source evidence. We as local partners, who take part every year, reach out to 
randomly selected distant communities and households, have gained confidence to 
knock on doors to ask about a fundamental constitutional right under article 25 a. We 
take immense pride in becoming a part of this accountability initiative, which is also 
fed into the Right to Education (RTE) Campaigns and SDGs 2030/SDG 4 tracking led by 
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) and many civil society organizations in Pakistan. 
Citizen Led Assessments undertaken in 14 countries as a South-South initiative are 
now formally part of the UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS) Catalogue of 
Assessment. These assessments have contributed to the global up-gradation of the 
SDG 4.2.1 a or lower primary indicator from a tier III classification to tier II that will 
ensure that children's learning challenges get addressed early. 

ASER Pakistan has been an important instrument in the past in impacting education 
polices and sector plans at the federal as well as the provincial levels. The 
government of Pakistan recognizes ASER and the data collected, making ASER 
Pakistan a credible and authentic source of data, especially on the learning metrics 
combining equity and inclusion. We take pride in ensuring that the assessment leads 
to actions as well. ITA's learning and equity initiatives that use ASER findings in 
different regions of the country, ensure that the learning crises can be mitigated 
through different interventions. These accelerated learning programs for never 
enrolled, drop outs and at risk in schools take cue from ASER, such as Chalo Parho 
Barho-CPB (let's read and grow), Right to Education, Siyani Sahelian (second chance 
program for adolescent girls) are large service delivery programs impacting 
inclusively the twin crisis of learning and access-making 12 years of education a 
possibility for both girls and boys. The education crisis in Pakistan, can only be 
resolved if evidence-based data gathered, can be put to use by designing programs 
that aim to provide targeted solutions. It is important to realize that ASER Pakistan 
does not only collect data to highlight education challenges in Pakistan, it helps us 
identify the most under-privileged areas and people within Pakistan, surviving under 
extreme poverty. This information helps the government to target, plan and spend 
better with measurable positive outcomes. 

Message from Local Partners  
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The Education Sector Plans under preparation as well as all evaluations, program 
proposals cite ASER findings widely in all provinces of Pakistan Sindh, 
Balochistan, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  The tools are also being used to 
assess learning outcomes of children by organizations/ practitioners such as 
Oxford Policy Management, SABAQ, The Citizens Foundation etc. It is important 
to realize that ASER is a huge data source, accessible to all as a public good, used 
extensively by government, non-government organizations, universities and 
development partners alike to advance planning, research and timely actions for  
better education outcomes. We, as local partners appreciate the ASER model 
and the way it has created an eco-system to mobilize the youth/citizens of 
Pakistan for furthering education targets/goals. ASER's strength lies in its 
volunteerism and the citizen-led effort. ASER/ITA is part of the largest citizen led 
movement called the People's Action for Learning (PAL) network working in 
Latin America, Africa and Asia on both assessment and action strands. We 
believe, that ASER /ITA Pakistan, through solid partnerships has the capacity to 
bring a meaningful and positive impact for education in Pakistan in the years to 
come as an entitlement for each child, adolescent and youth; and we will always 
be there as believers and activists for such a citizen led movement -from 
assessment to action !
 
  



Message from Development Partners  
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Pakistan faces a critical education access and learning challenge. At present, 
about 22.5 million children are out of school and those that go to school often 
do not achieve even basic learning levels. In this context, the Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER), provides a platform to assess where Pakistan's 
children lie on the basic learning levels' spectrum. ASER is a citizen-led 
household based survey that assesses the literacy and numeracy levels of 
children aged 5-16 years, from all over Pakistan. Led by   Idara-e-Taleem-o-
Aagahi (ITA), ASER was prepared this year with the help of 27 partners, having 
nationwide presence and mobilizing as many as 11,000 educated 
volunteer/enumerators. Volunteer enumerators received three days of field-
based training to conduct the oral one-to-one assessment in homes, 
triangulated by information from the households and visits to local schools. 

As development partners supporting ASER Pakistan, we are highly invested in 
promoting inclusive and equitable education and help improve education in 
Pakistan. Data and evidence on learning is critical to improve education quality, 
and we commend ASER for producing this very important report. 

ASER's approach is bottom-up and inclusive and brings multiple stakeholders 
together in the education sphere. ASER Pakistan this year has made the survey 
more inclusive, by introducing a section on children with disabilities. ASER 
assessment tools are also being translated into PSL and Braille so that children 
with disabilities can be tested. This will help towards achieving the goal of 
inclusive education in Goal 4 of the SDGs and provide a snapshot of the 
complexities in bringing education to children with disabilities. It is also 
heartening that the assessment tools have been finalized by all assessment 
bodies as critical stakeholders for validity of the instruments.

ASER is not only impacting the local but also the global sphere of education. 
Citizen-led household-based surveys on learning levels are conducted in more 
than 14 countries. These come together in the People's Action for Learning 
(PAL) network, a consortium to share knowledge and advocate to achieve a 
global impact of the ASER country findings. Goal 4 of the SDGs - Ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for 
all – and especially the focus in SDG 4.1 on relevant and effective learning 
outcomes, lies at the heart of ASER. It is this focus on learning outcomes that 
makes ASER extremely important and relevant. The ASER tool is mapped to 
lower primary competencies of grades 2-3 or SDG 4.1.1a; this indicator has been 
recently upgraded (Nov. 2018) by the GAML and UIS from being a tier three to 
tier two indicator as many more countries are beginning to report on this 
learning level as evidence for urgent actions to improve quality.  
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ASER Pakistan has made a significant contribution to the national and provincial 
debate about Article 25-A - the right to education - and has led to many policy-
dialogues, bringing various stakeholders together at the same platform. ASER 
Pakistan is also part of the Voluntary National Review (VNR) process at the 
federal and the provincial level for the SDGs, to be held at the UN High Level 
Political Forum in July 2019. We are pleased that provincial and national 
governments and other education stakeholders recognize and value ASER data, 
and that the ASER data are often quoted. We hope the findings of the current 
report will also inform policy debate and reform to improve education quality. 

Finally, we would like to recognize the efforts of ASER volunteers and the 
affiliated youth, the civil society and ITA for conducting ASER and disseminating 
the ASER data and findings. The advocacy campaigns and interventions that will 
follow, are one step towards making Education for All possible in Pakistan. 



2018

NOTES
ON ASER
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Once again ITA has completed a remarkable feat in conducting the ASER survey, 
compiling the data and analysing it in the report. The data set represents the only 
time series national data that captures learning and other trends in Pakistan. As 

valuable and essential as ASER is, more data on the performance of the education system 
and how much learning it is actually producing is essential to drive progress.

There are four areas critical to improving education performance and standards in Pakistan.

Learning is improving but not fast enough. Trends in the ASER data from 2014 to 2018 for 
Grade 5 are showing upward trends at the national level in Urdu, mathematics and English. 

However, each year children in Pakistan are learning too little and too slowly. ASER tests all 
children of age 5-16 on what they should have learnt in Grade 2. In 2018, ASER reports that 
around half of the children of Grade 5 age have not reached Grade 2 levels of learning. 
Other data support this picture of upward progress but a big gap remains between what 
students have learned and what they should have learned. As the graph below shows, 
although children in Pakistan are expected to achieve nearly 9 years of schooling, this 
equates to only 4.8 years of actual learning: behind Pakistan's regional neighbours.

What can be done? Teaching is what drives learning. A year of good teaching will have the 
most significant impact on how much a child learns. There are good teachers in Pakistan 

Figure 1: Gradual Upward Trend in Learning Levels Still Low

Figure 2: Expected Years of Schooling Vs Expected Years of Learning

Edward Davis & James O’Donoghue
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who teach well; transferring their good practice to every classroom is what is needed. 
Counter-intuitively, this does not necessarily mean more traditional teacher training 
outside the classroom. It means supporting teachers to teach more effectively in their 
own classroom. For example, detailed scripted lessons have worked in Punjab to 
significantly improve literacy and numeracy for Grade 3 children. One intervention alone 
will not raise standards in teaching across Pakistan; a range of tools and approaches that 
support better teaching are required. Good teaching is intrinsically linked with good 
school leadership, which applies and monitors standards and targets. Defining what 
good teaching is, setting targets for learning, supporting teachers to improve what they 
do in the classroom, and monitoring progress at the student and school level set the 
foundation to increase the pace of improvement.

To set targets and monitor progress, more and better-quality data on how well children 
are learning is needed - and it needs to be used effectively at the right levels to drive 
learning. Learning data should be used summatively to track progress but also 
formatively to improve teaching. School leaders and teachers need to track children's 
progress using this data in the classroom and at school level. If the old adage that 'what 
gets measured gets managed' is true, then performance in teaching and learning needs 
to be tracked at critical points in a child's education and at critical points in the academic 
year. If the data shows some children have not mastered the required learning, then this 
needs to be addressed through adapting teaching before they move to the next step in 
their learning. The Citizens Foundation has demonstrated how this can be done 
effectively in Pakistan.

So, what to do to get this learning data? The ASER survey fills an important gap but more 
is needed. In 2019, Pakistan is scheduled to take part in its first international assessment 
of learning outcomes for Grade 4 and Grade 8 children. This will enable standards in 
Pakistan to be compared to those in similar countries. More frequent assessment of 
learning at school, provincial and national levels is needed to measure performance 
against targets and standards. This doesn't mean more school-based testing. It means 
standardised assessments against expected standards to replace the plethora of ad hoc 
school-based tests that take up too much teaching time.

More and better data enables better decision-making, from the classroom to national 
budgeting. This is vital for improvements in school effectiveness, efficiency of scarce 
resources and equality of educational equality. 

Figure 3: Persistent Gender Gap in Learning Levels
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It matters for your education in Pakistan if you are born male or female, in an urban or 
rural area, in AJK or Balochistan, rich or poor, disabled or able bodied.

If the Pakistan education system is fair, none of these things should matter. However, we 
know this is not the case – and business as usual in the way financial, human and physical 
resources are allocated will not make the education system fairer. More financing is 
certainly needed: countries that are more successful educationally than Pakistan spend 
more of their national wealth on education, spend it on nursery, primary and secondary 
education and spend more per student. 

More finance alone will not result in improvement in education standards. The task is not 
just to spend more, but to use data to spend on what improves learning, in a more 
targeted and equitable way. The best teaching, more financial resources, and learning 
resources like reading books need to be targeted to where the need is the greatest. We 
need the data to identify need; a fair formula which is used to allocate resources based on 
need; and the data that tracks the progress in learning and school completion for 
disadvantaged groups, so closing the gaps to make the system fairer can be managed.

Lastly, we need to ensure that improvement applies to the whole system and all children 
within it, regardless of what type of school they are in, public or private. Pakistan has led 
the world in developing public private partnerships that enable free access to privately-
provided education. Extending standardised assessments and data practices to the 
private sector, with fair and effective regulation of private schools that focuses on 
common standards of teaching and learning, will ensure learning standards also continue 
to improve for children in every school. Building on the success of PPPs in this way, while 
also expanding government provision, will be an essential tool if Pakistan is to get all 
children in school and learning to minimum standards.

In summary, to double the pace of learning in Pakistan, teachers must be supported to 
improve their teaching in the classroom. The data on performance in learning, teaching 
and school effectiveness must be collected and used. Good school leaders equipped with 
learning data and monitoring tools are needed. Data like that produced by ASER must be 
used to make spending decisions and target resources on improving learning and on the 
children and schools where the data show the need is greatest.

Figure 4: % GDP Spent on Educa�on
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here is a strong case to be made for investing in a child's early years. The period Tfrom pre-conception to 8 years¹ in particular is a period of intense brain 

functioning and development. The foundations for lifelong learning and 

development are laid in these years of a child's life. Investing in this period can, 

therefore, not only be transformative in terms of the outcomes achieved but also cost-

effective from a policy perspective. 

However, child 'development' is influenced by multiple factors: healthy brain 

development needs good nutrition; protection from conflict and violence; a protective 

and caring environment and stimulation to encourage learning (see Figure 1 below 

which illustrates some of these factors). Children living in poverty or conflict settings, or 

those in poorly resourced environments are more at risk of facing multiple 

disadvantages with respect to of all of these aspects. Most importantly, a child's 

developmental journey is both sequential (in that nutrition needs potentially override 

stimulation at birth as compared to later in life) and cumulative (i.e. a strong foundation 

results in further improvements and concurrently, poor investments in a child's 

development and well-being may result in a vicious cycle of perpetuating disadvantage).

TRANSFORMATIVE GAINS THROUGH INVESTING IN THE EARLY YEARS? 
THE CASE FOR FOCUSING ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

Dr. Monazza Aslam
Director Research
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi                                         

1. Early childhood is formally defined by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child as “the period below the ages of 8 years”.  
Recognising that critical influences begin even before the child is born, the early childhood period typically constitutes the period 
from conception until birth as well.

Saba Saeed
Senior Program Manager
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

Figure 1: Factors Impacting a Child's Development in the Early Years
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Providing early learning opportunities and preparing children for school is a 
worthwhile strategy…

Learning and stimulation form a core element of a child's development experience. The 
benefits of providing learning in the early years take shape not just in the development of 
cognitive skills but also in the improvement in mental health and psychosocial skills 
(Woodhead et al. 2014). International evidence points to some of these benefits: 
children who attended pre-school prior to enrolment in grade 1 in a selectin of Low and 
Middle Income Countries were found to have higher pass rates into second grade, have 
higher attendance and better learning outcomes in primary school, have lower dropout 
rates and higher retention rates and are less likely to need special or remedial education 
(Engle et al. 2011)².  

Investing in early learning can also prove beneficial for the entire education system. Like 
many developing countries, Pakistan has made huge strides in increasing provision and 
access across the education system and this is reflected in higher enrolment figures as 
compared to a few decades ago. However, whilst enrolments have increased, many of 
these children are entering into poorly resourced and ill-functioning systems resulting in 
high drop-outs, grade repetition and absenteeism particularly at the primary level. 
Providing children with the relevant cognitive support in the early years and primary 
years can, therefore, be seen as cost-effective strategy to reduce drop-outs, repetition, 
and other inefficiencies that place huge burdens on government systems and also 
influence the life and economic outcomes of millions who 'stumble at the first step' 
(Crouch and Merseth 2017). 

There are a variety of means through which early learning opportunities can be provided 
to children in these critical years. These can take the form of pre-schools (e.g. 
kindergartens or pre-primary classes in schools/centres), conditional cash transfer 
programmes or accelerated school-readiness programmes. Their provision can be 
community-based, centre-based or home-based. They could be provided solely by the 
government or by a mix of non-state and private providers (such as faith-based 
organisations or NGOs) or through public-private partnerships between the government 

2. Engle, Patrice L, Lia CH Fernald, Harold Alderman, Jere Behrman, Chloe O'Gara, Aisha Yousafzai, Meena Cabral de Mello, Melissa 
Hidrobo, Nurper Ulkuer, and Ilgi Ertem. 2011. "Strategies for Reducing Inequalities and Improving Developmental Outcomes for Young 
Children in Low-Income and Middle-Income Countries." The Lancet 378(9799): 1339-53,  OECD 2011 Does participation in pre primary 
education translate into better learning outcomes at school? Paris: PISA In Focus. 

3. Zaman, S.S,  Khanom,F.,  Rahman, N.F., Parvin, W., Begum, T.,  Khatun, R., Tofail, F. (2015),  Effects of a Center Based Comprehensive 
Child Development Program (CCDP) on Early Child Development at Community Level in Rural Bangladesh, Research Report. 
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and non-state providers. However, as with all levels of education, the quality of provision 
remains of critical importance (with some evidence suggesting that quality centre-based 
programmes are most beneficial to disadvantaged children)³. This point is especially 
pertinent in contexts where education provision through the non-state sector is 
booming – Pakistan being a case in point with 36% of children aged 5-16 years enrolled in 
some form of non-state provision according to ASER 2018 data. In this context, the non-
state sector can be an important player in expanding early learning but with a firm policy 
focus on maintaining the quality of this provision. 

Winds of change: the policy environment in Pakistan is giving increasing importance to 
early childhood learning…

Clearly, ECE in Pakistan has increasingly been made one of the priority areas in national 
and provincial sector laws, policies, plans and now increasingly in financing. The National 
Education Policy (2009) provisioned for a formal early childhood education across all 

primary schools and shifted the age band of primary education from 5 to 6 years, 
institutionalizing one year of pre-primary schooling.⁴  This was reinforced by the 
Education Sector Reforms Action Plan (ESR 2001 – 2005) which guaranteed resource 
allocations for all provinces to successfully implement ECE via a strategic framework and 
plan of action. Soon after the 18th Amendment to the Constitution in 2011 when 
education planning, policy and curriculum decision were completely devolved to the 
provinces, ECE began to be hugely emphasized as one of the priority areas of each 
provincial Education Sector Plans (2013/2014-2018) highlighting the development of an 
ECE policy and minimum standards as the first objective.

Sindh was the first province to develop a holistic ECCE policy in 2015 which was formally 
notified in 2017. The Sindh ECCE Policy is focused towards establishing developmentally 
appropriate pre-primary ECCE that will support learning preparedness for primary 

4. http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001472/147222e.pdf
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schools to improve child outcomes in Sindh. Balochistan created a policy framework in 
2015 and then Punjab became the second province to develop an ECE Policy in 2017 
launched last year by the School Education Department. ECE Policy for Punjab (2017) 
reports data that adds interesting insights. The report notes that currently early 
childhood education is being offered by both government and private providers and is 
mainly centre-based and formal. According to Private School Census Data (2016-2017) 
reported in the Policy Document, 54,000 private providers in the Punjab offer early 
education through pre-nursery, nursery and prep. The public sector offers two main 
services: 1) traditional pre-primary classes/Katchi and 2) an ECE classroom or converted 
Katchi class which is similar to formal centre-based ECE provision that encourages play 
based learning through trained ECE teachers/caregivers. Traditional pre-primary classes 
or Katchi are being offered in 51,155 out of the total 52,819 schools in the province The 
Policy Document reports that according to Annual School Census Data (2016-17), Katchi 
enrolment in public schools is 2,246,358, compared to 684,564 in Pre-Nursery, 
1,364,791 in Nursery, and 1,122,680 in Prep classes in private schools. The second type 
of structure is offered in more than 3,000 primary schools across 36 districts in the 
province (with 900 or so classrooms having been established with UNICEF support and 
343 with support from Plan International). The document additionally notes that the aim 
is to achieve a target of 10,000 ECE classrooms by April 2018. It notes that the shift from 
play-based learning in ECE to book-based learning in grades 1-3 continues to be a 
challenging transition for children.
 
Findings from ASER 2018 data
In the ASER data set, pre-primary class level encompasses everything before grade 1 and 
is referred to using multiple names – ECE (Early Childhood Education), katchi, 
kindergarten, nursery, paki, playgroup and prep. Information on enrolment (% children 
reported as being enrolled in pre-primary) has been collected since inception in the 
ASER report. Figure 1 illustrates ECE enrolment rates from 2014-2018 by location in rural 
Pakistan. A few patterns are very clear from this figure: i) at the national level, enrolment 
rates in the pre-primary level have remained fairly static over this 4 year period ranging 
from 39.2% in 2014 to 36.6% in 2018; 2) there is substantial disparity in enrolment by 
region with the highest rates observed in Islamabad (declining from 75.8% in 2014 to 
61.9% in 2018) and some of the lowest in Balochistan (27.6% in 2014 and 27.9% in 2018) 
and in KP-Newly Merged Districts (declining from almost close to the national average in 
2014 of 35.9% to a reported low of 22.8% in 2018). 

Figure 2: ECE Enrollment (2014-2018), by Location
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The government has been a key provider of early learning opportunities through pre-
primary provision in the country. Figures 2 and 3 report ECE enrolment in government 
schools and private schools respectively (in 2014 and 2018 to provide a comparison over 
the 4 year period). Focusing first on Figure 2, it is clear that across the board, enrolment 
has increased in government pre-primary classes, in some instances very strikingly so. At 
the national level, for example, enrolment in government schools has increased from 
51.1% in 2014 to 71.1% (a 20 percentage point increase over the 4 year period). Within 
Pakistan, the largest increases in enrolment over the four year period are seen in KP-
Newly Merged Districts (an increase of 40.9 percentage points) followed by GB (a 
percentage increase of 33.9 percentage points). Correspondingly, enrolment in the non-
state sector at this level has shown a substantial decline over this period (Figure 3) with 
the largest enrolment decline in the non-state sector observed in KP-Newly Merged 
Districts and GB. 
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Figure 3: ECE Enrollment in Government Schools 2014 vs. 2018

Figure 4: ECE Enrollment in Non-State Schools 2014 vs. 2018
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In fact, Table 1 calculates the difference in enrolment at the pre-primary level across 
the four year period and it appears that the decline in enrolments in the non-state 
sector over this period maps directly onto the enrolment spike seen in government 
schools suggesting that children have 'moved' from the private to the government 
sector.  

Conclusions and key recommendations 

Because we know that early disadvantages can persist, intervening early should form an 
important aspect of policy. However, achieving large-scale provision of a suitable quality 
requires multiple factors: a cognizant policy environment sensitive to the needs of 
children in the early years as well as appropriate infrastructure to ensure policies can be 
effectively implemented. This includes, and is not limited to, the availability of a suitable, 
well-trained teaching cadre, facilities and curriculum targeting this age group.  

Location %  change G  % change P   
National 20

 
-20.1
 

Balochistan 11.7

 
-11.3

 GB 33.9

 

-33.9

 ISB 3.6

 

-3.5

 
KP 21.6

 

-21.5

 

KP-Newly Merged Districts 

 

40.9

 

-41

 

Punjab 22.7 -22.7

Sindh 13.5 -13.5

AJK 4.2 -4.1

Table 1: Percentage Change in Enrolment in Government and
Private Schools  (2014-2018)
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HOW PREPARED ARE OUR CHILDREN FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL? 
EVIDENCE FROM ASER PAKISTAN 2012-2018

Rastee Chaudhry, 
Research Associate, Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

The promise of Early Childhood Education

hildren do not get to choose the socioeconomic class to which they are born, so Cwhy does socioeconomic class get to determine the child's success in school and 
beyond? Research shows that children born to disadvantaged families are 

already at a disadvantage in their education, even before they set foot in the classroom 
for the first time.¹ These gaps only widen once children start school, with disadvantaged 
children attending low-resource schools and advantaged students attending the 'best' 
schools. This cycle is exacerbated by initial preparedness for school: children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds are less prepared for school than children from more 
advantaged backgrounds, where the former are likely born to families that cannot teach 
their children basic competencies such as learning the alphabet or counting numbers 
and cannot afford to invest in preparing their child for school.

Early Childhood Education (ECE) works to rectify this situation. According to the World 
Development Report (WDR) 2018 on Learning, early childhood development and ECE 
“can launch children on higher learning trajectories” by teaching them the basic skills 
they might not be able to learn at home.² Early childhood is also especially important and 
an area largely emphasized in international discussion recently due to it being a “critical 
time” for the development of cognitive and character skills for the child (especially in a 
cost-effective manner, with a 7-10% annual social return on investment)³.⁴ ECE thus 
promises to reduce inequalities amongst children from poor and rich backgrounds by 
ensuring the former is just as prepared for school and is given a chance to develop their 
cognitive and character abilities to the same level so they can thrive at school and 
beyond.

The promise of ECE can only be realized if universal access to quality ECE is given. This is 
especially important in a country like Pakistan, where net enrolment ratios⁵ are 77% at 
primary school, 49% at middle school and 31% at high school; one out of three children 
don't reach Grade 5;⁶ and those that remain in school are barely learning.⁷ The good 
news is that Pakistan, among 193 other nation states,⁸ is a signatory to the United 
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)⁹; among the goals all member states 
have vowed to achieve by 2030 is SDG 4 on education and, most relevant to this 
discussion, SDG 4.2:

“By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary 

education so that they are ready for primary education” ��

1 Lee, Valerie E & Burkam, David T. (2002), “Inequality at the Starting Gate: Social Background Differences in Achievement as Children Begin School,” Economic Policy Institute.
2 The World Bank (2018), “LEARNING to Realize Education's Promise,” World Development Report 2018 (WDR 2018), pp. 79.
3 Heckman, Moon, Pinto, Savelyev & Yavitza (2010), “The Rate of Return to the High/Scope Perry Preschool Program,” J Public Econ. vol. 94(1-2), pp. 114–128.
4 The Heckman Equation, “Four Big Benefits of Investing in Early Childhood Development,” available at https://heckmanequation.org/resource/4-big-benefits-of-investing-in-early-childhood-
development/. 
5 Net Enrolment Ratio: “Total number of pupils of the official primary school age group who are enrolled at primary or secondary education, expressed as a percentage of the corresponding 
population.” (Government of Pakistan, Pakistan Education Statistics 2016-17, pp. 176).
6 Government of Pakistan, Pakistan Education Statistics 2016-17, pp. 38.
7 The Economist (2018), “Pakistan is home to the most frenetic education reforms in the world,” available at https://www.economist.com/briefing/2018/01/04/pakistan-is-home-to-the-most-
frenetic-education-reforms-in-the-world.
8 UNDP (2015), “World leaders adopt Sustainable Development Goals,” available at http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2015/09/24/undp-welcomes-adoption-of-
sustainable-development-goals-by-world-leaders.html.
9 As part of the United Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
10 United Nations' Sustainable Development Goal 4.2, available at https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4.

https://heckmanequation.org/resource/4-big-benefits-of-investing-in-early-childhood-development/
https://heckmanequation.org/resource/4-big-benefits-of-investing-in-early-childhood-development/
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2018/01/04/pakistan-is-home-to-the-most-frenetic-education-reforms-in-the-world
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2018/01/04/pakistan-is-home-to-the-most-frenetic-education-reforms-in-the-world
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2015/09/24/undp-welcomes-adoption-of-sustainable-development-goals-by-world-leaders.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2015/09/24/undp-welcomes-adoption-of-sustainable-development-goals-by-world-leaders.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4


Pakistan has thus pledged to provide all girls and boys access to quality ECE by 2030, a promise 
that can pay vast dividends if achieved. It has been just over 3 years since countries began 
implementing this agenda, making it important to track if any initial progress has been made to 
preparing our children for school. This note studies the 'quality' component of ECE provision, 
with 'access' being covered in the preceding note by Aslam and Saeed (2019).

Have we made any progress?

The national and provincial governments of Pakistan have demonstrated their commitment 
towards achieving SDG 4.2, making significant progress in their work on ECE in recent years. 
Most notable are the National Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Curriculum (2017), 
ECCE Policy (2015) in Sindh and the ECE Policy (2017) in Punjab. With the framework for ECE 
starting to take shape, where do we stand nationally in terms of quality?

The quality of early learning and ECE can be assessed by looking at child learning levels in Grade 
1 to see the child's level of preparedness for primary school. The Annual Status of Education 
Report (ASER) Pakistan is the largest citizen-led survey in Pakistan and collects data on more 
than a quarter million children�� from across Pakistan annually. Among the data collected is the 
learning levels of children aged 3-16 using carefully designed tools to gauge reading skills in the 
local language as well as English (as a second language) and to assess arithmetic skills. ASER 
Pakistan thus provides a reliable dataset with which to determine child preparation for primary 
school by analyzing child learning levels in the first grade.

Local Language Reading Skills

The Pakistan National Curriculum for Urdu (2006) states that among the competencies children 
should have by the end of Grade 1 is the ability to read and understand basic sentences. In 2012 
however, 27% of children enrolled in Grade 1 could not even identify letters in their local 
language and 38% could only identify letters (refer to Figure 1). These figures saw little 
movement in the following years, with the percentage of children being able to read basic 
words (a prerequisite for learning to read sentences by the end of the year) hovering around 
25%. ASER Pakistan 2018 shows some improvement on this front with a fewer proportion of 

Figure 1: Grade 1 Learning Levels
Local Language (Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto) Reading Skills
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children not being able to even identify letters (24%), more children being able to identify 
letters (48%) and words (25%), however fewer children being able to read simple sentences 
(3%) and a story (0%). That being said, the data shows that there has been a deterioration in 
learning levels for the mean child over the 6-year period, with learning levels being higher for 
the mean child in 2012 than in 2018 (statistically significant at a 99% confidence level).

Arithmetic Skills

According to the Pakistan National Curriculum for Mathematics (2006), by the end of Grade 1 
students should be able to work with numbers up to 100, add and subtract two-digit 
numbers, work with abstract concepts such as currency, time and date, and learn to identify 
basic shapes and patterns. With that in mind, 30% of children in Grade 1 in 2012 could not 
even recognize single-digit numbers, 33% could only identify single-digit numbers and 30% 
could just identify two-digit numbers (refer to Figure 2). Again, the proportions saw little 
movement in the proceeding years until 2018. In 2018, 9% less children could not even 
identify single-digit numbers (now 21%) and 4% less children could only identify single-digit 
numbers (29%). Further, 12% more children could now perform basic subtractions (16% 
compared to 4% in 2012). This improvement in learning levels over the 6-year period for the 
mean child is statistically significant at a 99% confidence level, assuring us that improvement 
is actually taking place.

English Reading Skills

Among the reading competencies for the first-grade student in the Pakistan National 
Curriculum for English Language (2006) is the ability to read a short story (comprising of a few 
sentences) that the student is familiar with. From 2012-2016 however, we see around 36% of 
students being unable to even identify capital letters, 25% only being able to identify capital 
letters (29% in 2016), and 25% being able to identify small letters (refer to Figure 3). 2018 
appears to be promising in the move towards primary school readiness in English, with 8% 
less children not being able to even identify capital letters, 5% more children being able to 

Figure 2: Grade 1 Learning Levels
Arithmetic Skills
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identify capital letters (1% increase since 2016) and 5% more children being able to 
identify small letters. The proportion of children at the higher end of the spectrum, 
however, is not much higher in 2018 for those who can read words and actually lower for 
those who can read basic sentences. A statistical significance test to check for the change 
in mean learning levels is not particularly meaningful in this case as the mean values are 
too close to signify any reasonable improvement or deterioration.

Next Steps

The promise of ECE as a tool for levelling the playing field between children from 
different backgrounds, increasing learning and producing a productive population with 
strong cognitive skills is evident. It is also clear that Pakistan's policymakers and 
politicians are cognizant of the importance of ECE and are making commitments at both 
national and provincial levels. Why, then, do we not see solid progress? As discussed 
above, there has been a deterioration in the local language reading skills and little 
change in English reading skills since 2012 for Grade 1 students. On the other hand, there 
has been a solid improvement in arithmetic learning levels since 2012 for Grade 1 
students. That being said, there are still large numbers of children who do not even have 
the most basic competencies in any of the three subjects (24% in local language reading, 
21% in arithmetic and 28% in English reading in 2018). It is therefore crucial to ensure 
that all children are provided access to quality ECE that particularly focuses on all three 
competencies, placing an added emphasis on the languages (especially English) where 
children are especially struggling.

Figure 3: Grade 1 Learning Levels
English Reading Skills
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GENDER IN ASER FOR LEARNING & WELL BEING
THE ASER 2018 RESULTS 

Baela Raza Jamil
CEO, Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA)

SER 2018 is a milestone survey in Pakistan. It is well known for generating time Aseries data on education quality and equity.  This year's report comes at a critical 
time when a new government has stepped into office in August 2018 with 

ambitious resolve, public declarations, policy frameworks and plans announced after 
100 days in office to positively tackle the challenges of education equity and quality. All 
ears, heads and hearts were abuzz when the newly elected Prime Minister of Pakistan in 
his maiden speech to the nation mentioned education 14 times! Against this opportune 
backdrop, ASER rural 2018 collected evidence nationwide covering 154 districts to 
inform policy, planning, financing and accelerated implementation for out of school 
children, but more importantly also those enrolled in schools but not always learning.  
ASER reaches out annually to almost 290,000 girls/ boys all genders (5-16 years), one on 
one from the poorest to richest in 89,966 households understanding at close proximity 
issues of gender justice on account of wealth, geography and disability (Washington 
Group short survey conducted in 2018 in KP and KP-Newly Merged Districts, ICT and 
Punjab). The ASER tool is mapped to lower primary competencies of grades 2-3 or 
indicator SDG 4.1.1a. This indicator is now a recognized indicator for tracking SDG 4. 
ASER actively informs implementation of Article 25 A as a fundamental constitutional 
right for 12 years of schooling for ALL. 

ASER produces data that is gender disaggregated for enrolment, learning, teachers and 
facilities by grade and age across Pakistan. It is led by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) 
through partners' mobilization (27) and with assistance of 11,000 educated and trained 
volunteer-enumerators to conduct the oral one-to-one assessment in homes 
triangulated by information from the households and visits to the local schools. The 
learning tool is simple covering up to grade 2 competencies of all children aged 5-16 to 
assess foundational learning of (girls and boys). 

As national and global advocacy escalates, demanding 12 years of schooling to 
implement Article 25 A for ALL 5-16 year olds, and SDGs 2030/SDG 4 on education, ASER 
is well aligned to track trends by gender (5-16) for a universal entitlement of 'Learning for 
ALL'.  Of the 22.8 million children out of school in Pakistan as quoted by the government 
(AEPAM 2016-17), 12.2.million are girls (10.6 million boys)¹. Pakistan remains a 
significant contributor to the 130 million out of school girls globally. The government is 
firmly committed to reverse this tragedy.  

The number of out of school girls and boys matters but what ASER and all citizen led 
assessments are iconic for drawing attention to most is an even bigger crisis of those 
children in school, but not necessarily learning.  

1. http://library.aepam.edu.pk/Books/Pakistan%20Education%20Statistics%202016-17.pdf

http://library.aepam.edu.pk/Books/Pakistan%20Education%20Statistics%202016-17.pdf
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Following the overall national trends, a gender-wise analysis reveals differences in 
learning levels of males and females across all wealth groups. Males and females falling 
in the richest income group are better able to perform the language and numeracy tasks 
than children falling in low income groups. However, the learning levels of females are 
lower when compared to the learning levels of males across all income quartiles in both 
language and arithmetic competencies. Fifteen percent of the poorest females can read 
a story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto as compared to 21% poorest males. Similarly, 12% poorest 
females can do two-digit division sums and 13% can read sentences in English whereas 
19% of the poorest males can read sentences in English and do two-digit division sums 
respectively. 

In the richest quartile 42% females can read a story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto, 41% can read 
sentences in English and 36% can do two-digit division sums whereas 44% richest males 
can read a story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto, 43% can read sentences in English and 39% can 
do two-digit division sums. Clearly there is a minor gap in learning among males and 
females of the richest income groups than among their counterparts in the poorest 
income quartile, but inequality matters across income groups and gender. 

Inequalities remain entrenched intersecting along multiple dimensions. The ambition of 
12 years of right to education when faced with disadvantages lead to exclusions from 
school, inability to compete education and poor levels of learning. ASER 2018 Pakistan 
highlights these exclusions starkly across provinces, across districts that affects girls 
disproportionately as corroborated by many. As quoted by some studies, in 'Sindh only 
16% of the poorest girls and 30% of the poorest boys complete primary school, 
compared with 75% of the richest children' (Alcott and Rose (2017)² 

Learning for girls, however remains 'stuck' with unsettled improvement trends over four 
years in all provinces /areas (2014-2018). There is a critical challenge for sustained 
learning gains.  
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2 Alcott, B., & Rose, P. (2017). Learning in India's primary schools: How do disparities widen across the grades? International Journal of Educational Development, 
56, 42-51.
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There is good news in ASER 2018: national enrolment for 5-16 has risen from 81% in 2016 
to 83% in 2018 with gender gaps gradually narrowing. Mothers completing primary 
education has also steadily increased from 24% in 2014 to 33% in 2018!  There is a 
positive trend of higher enrolments concurrent with narrowing of gender gaps in 
learning outcomes over years (2014-2018) between girls and boys and government and 
private schools in some regions. These include Punjab, Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK), 
Gilgit Baltistan (GB) and Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). How can these trends be 
accelerated for all provinces? 

Gender challenges are well illustrated across wealth, enrolment and learning. ASER 2018 
reveals that girls in poorest households are likely to suffer lower enrolment than their 
male counterparts in the poorest income strata by 21% (46% girls vs. 67% boys). The gap 
between enrolment of poorest girls (46%) and richest boys (87%) is 41%. These are 
unacceptable mounting equity gaps in Pakistan that need to urgent actions. Female 
enrolment remains depressed across all income quartiles and is consistently lower than 
the enrollment rate of male counterparts. 
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The business case for urgency of girls' education and that of the most marginalized is well 
illustrated above. The reasons for gender gaps could be many ranging from lack of 
facilities, security, poverty, son preference and other customary codes/practices. 

There is an overarching imperative to expand educational opportunities for both girls and 
boys for all income groups but especially targeting the poorest/poorer quartiles to 
achieve the target of 12 years of schooling (25 A and SDG 4). The recently released report 
12 Years of Quality Education for All Girls: A Commonwealth Perspective (2019)³ for the 
Platform for Girls' Education of the UK Foreign Commonwealth Office (FCO) examined 
data trends in 53 commonwealth countries' including Pakistan. The report highlights that 
girls remain particularly disadvantaged and there is a compelling case for targeted efforts 
to support them. 'Not only is this the right thing to do, it is also one of the smartest 
investments for fair and resilient societies' as…educated girls marry later, earn more, and 
have healthier families'. The report suggests 12 holistic doable recommendations around 
three thematic policy and action strands to reach 12 years of schooling for life-long 
learning 'leaving no girl behind'. There is an urgency to embed these recommendations in 
Pakistan's policies and education sector plans for 2019-2023. 
 
A.    Leadership and financing 
1.  Visible high-level political commitment backed up with resources. 
2.  Grassroots leadership increasing awareness about the value of girls' education. 
3.  Formula funding targeting resources at those most at risk of being left behind. 
4.  Use of data to inform policy change. 

B.    Targeted approaches 
5.  Prioritizing early childhood education and early learning. 
6.  Addressing multifaceted challenges that girls face when they reach puberty. 
7.  Eliminating cost barriers. 
8.  Tackling disadvantages that intersect with gender, such as disability, location, poverty. 

C.    Tackling discrimination 
9.   School environments that are safe spaces. 
10.  Gender-sensitive teaching practices and materials. 
11.  Promoting women's economic empowerment and providing pathways to productive  
       work. 
12. Tackling access and learning simultaneously, with sufficient resources. 
       (ibid. 2019)
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3. https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/real/downloads/Platform%20for%20Girls/REAL%2012%20Years%20of%20Quality%20Education%20for%20All%20Girls%20FULL%2084pp.pdf
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District level results (2018) reveal stark challenges of access at primary and post primary 
levels due to paucity of schools /especially for girls.  There are emerging good practices 
and disruptive innovations being tested successfully within Pakistan. Some of these 
tackle transport to cover distance to school through vouchers and bicycles and second 
shift schools (STRIDE) in KP and Punjab; others demonstrate through accelerated 
learning programs, Chalo Parho Barho (also known as teaching at the right level) for out 
of school girls and boys (6-12) showing positive results in enhanced learning and access 
in just 60 days for more than 60,000 girls/boys in KP. CPB's contents are mapped to the 
National Curriculum 2006, and pedagogies are pitched to each child's own level through 
rigorous routines with baseline, midline and end line tracking. Tech enabled learning 
gains with evidence is gaining ground in Pakistan at all levels of education in an 
environment that is encouraging innovative learning and governance, solutions. Some 
of these good practices are beginning to be scaled up for both girls and boys but more 
resources are needed for innovations to be adopted nationwide.
  
Citizen led ASER 2018 is all about Assessment for Action. In essence, ASER Pakistan builds 
a strong evidence based narrative for gender justice. It calls for collaborative efforts by 
multiple ministries /departments including conditional cash transfers / social safety net 
programs for quality pre-primary/ECE, primary and post primary education, especially 
for girls. There is an urgency for action as girls cannot wait – they hold half the sky as 
generational catalysts for societal well-being and economic growth; and Pakistan needs 
both! 
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EDUCATING THE MARGINALIZED: INSIGHTS FROM 
ASER PAKISTAN 2018

M. Afzan Munir
Senior Research Analyst, Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

he introduction of Sustainable Development Goals in 2015 and a subsequent Tincreased political will has led to an ever increasing focus on the education sector 
of the country in general and on every child's right to get quality education in 

particular. Consequently, serious steps have been taken by both the public and private 
entities to facilitate the learning of children. Some of these steps include rigorous 
enrollment drives, awareness campaigns, meritocracy in recruitment processes and 
provision of free education and textbooks, among others. However, there is still much 
left to be done in this regard. Education has always been thought of as an equalizing force 
which has the potential to blur economic inequalities. However, the correlation between  
economic well-being and educational attainment (and learning outcomes) means that it 
is a two-way traffic: where education has the potential to reduce inequalities, economic 
inequalities can also prove to be a hurdle in the attainment of education. According to 
the economic theory, all else being constant, an increase in economic inequality will lead 
to an increase in inequality of educational attainment. The aforementioned proposition 
is clearly manifested in the widening educational achievement gap between the children 
of the wealthiest and the children of the rest of the population with the continuous 
growth of economic inequality in Pakistan, as documented in ASER 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015 and 2016.

With SDG 4 highlighting the importance of education for sustainable development and 
Pakistan's Right to Education Act (Article 25A) in place, the stage is set for all of the 
stakeholders to work collectively towards the provision of this fundamental right.  While 
frameworks and sector plans are important components of the overall policy making 
process, a data-driven approach in policy formulation is essential for impactful, relevant 
and long-lasting strategies catering to the needs of the marginalized communities. 
Understanding the need to fill the existing gaps in data, ASER Pakistan provides us with 
the much-needed statistics and information on several indicators which are relevant to 
marginalized communities. 

To understand the variation in learning levels arising due to economic inequalities, an 
assets-based ASER composite wealth index has been constructed by integrating multiple 
household indicators. These indicators measure the assets possession and wealth status 
of a household.

Table 1: Household Indicators

Sr. 
No. 

Variable Name Type Descrip�on 

1 House Type Categorical Kutcha (Mud) = 1 
Semi-Pucca (Par�ally Cemented/Bricked) = 2 
Pucca (Cemented/Bricked) = 3 

2 House Owned Binary 1 if the house is owned, 0 otherwise 
3 Electricity  Binary 1 if the household has electricity connec�on, 0 otherwise 
4 Television Binary 1 if household has a television, 0 otherwise 
5 Mobile Phone Binary 1 if household has a mobile phone, 0 otherwise 
6 Computer Binary 1 if household has a computer/laptop/tablet, 0 otherwise 
7 Motor Vehicle Binary 1 if household owns at least 1 motor vehicle (car/motorcycle), 0 

otherwise  
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ASER wealth index has been developed by using Factor Analysis method. Through this 
methodology, ASER 2018 national level data (154 rural districts of Pakistan) has been 
divided into 4 quartiles (poorest, poor, rich and richest, thereby representing the entire 
population of Pakistan in a socio-economic context.

The results depicted in Figure 1 show that the richest quartile has the highest percentage 
of children enrolled (81%) whereas the poorest quartile has the lowest enrollment rate 
(62%). A strong correlation between wealth and enrollment is established as we move 
along the wealth index. Similarly, the percentage of out-of-school children (OOSC), 
which is the sum of dropped out and never enrolled children, also decreases as we move 
from the lower end of the wealth index to the higher one. Thus, the proposed hypothesis 
is further strengthened. 

Moreover, the findings from national data also highlight the difference in the types of 
institute which the children from the four quartiles are currently attending.

Majority of children (83%) from the poorest quartile are enrolled in the government 

Figure 1: Enrollment Status (%)

Figure 2: Enrollment by Institute Type (%)
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schools while the remaining are divided between private, madrassah, non-formal 
education (NFE) and other types of schools. There is a gradual decrease in the 
percentage of children who go to government schools as we move from the lowest 
quartile to the highest quartile. This decrease accommodates for an increase in the share 
of private school, thus implying that wealthier parents prefer to send their children to 
private schools rather than government ones or of any other type. 

The economic disparities also influence the learning outcomes of children as shown in 
the following figure. There is almost a perfect overlap between the percentage of 
children whose learning levels are at the highest competency level in Urdu and English 
within each of the quartile. More children have achieved the highest competency level in 
all three subject areas in the richest quartile when compared with children from any 
other quartile. Similarly, the percentage of children who have the highest learning levels 
in the richest quartile is almost the same across the three subjects.   

While the relationship between enrollment rates/learning levels and wealth status has 
always been of interest to the researchers and policy makers, it is also important to 
explore other potential factors that contribute to the education differentials. 

Figure 3: Learning Levels Highest Competency (%)

Figure 4: Paid Tuition (%)
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Parents/Primary Caregivers of those children who were currently enrolled in a school 
were asked if their child was taking any paid tuition in addition to the school. The 
responses to the question have been captured in Figure 4. As expected, children in the 
fourth quartile (richest) tend to opt more for paid tuition than other children. This also 
partially explains why the educational achievement of the affluent children is greater 
than those from relatively less affluent families since the wealthier children have 
additional resources such as paid tuition at their disposal which they can use to enhance 
their learning skills. Likewise, other factors such as parents' education, age and number 
of siblings may also influence whether a child is going to get an education or not.  Table 2 
shows that, everything else held constant, parents who have attended school tend to 
enroll their children into school more than those who have not. This highlights the 
trickle-down effect that parents' education can possibly have on the educational 
attainment of younger generations.

Furthermore, parents' age also plays a role in the decision on the enrollment of their 
children. It appears that younger parents (aged 35 years or less) tend to enroll their 
children lesser (66%) than those who are above 35 years of age (74%). When looking at 
the impact of number of siblings on the enrollment status of children, we found that 
there is a fluctuation in the enrollment status across the number of siblings. Therefore, 
the evidence that we have in this regard is inconclusive. 

In conclusion, ASER 2018 provides us with pertinent insights regarding the negative 
impact that socio-economic disparities can have on the educational achievement of 
children and how there is a need for focused policy-making which is targeted not only at 
improving enrollment rates and learning levels but also at minimizing the economic 
inequalities which are prevalent in the society. 

 

Table 2: Parents' Schooling vs. Child's Enrollment Status

Parents Ever A�ended 
School  

Enrollment Status of Children  

Never Enrolled (%)  Dropped Out 
(%)  

Currently 
Enrolled (%)  

Both Parents Never 
A�ended School

 
28

 
7

 
65

 

Either Father or Mother 
A�ended School

 22
 

5
 

73
 

Both Parents A�ended 
School

 17
 

2
 

81
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SER Pakistan, for the first time in the Ayear 2014, took the initiative to capture 
data on the status of disabil ity 

prevalence in Pakistan. To achieve this 
objective, research expertise from academics 
based at the University of Cambridge was used 
to devise seven key questions on disability and 
health and functioning.

As a pilot, the questionnaire was piloted in 
2014, administered by ASER volunteers in 9 
districts (some rural and urban areas): Quetta 
Rural, Quetta Urban, Shikarpur Urban, Bajaur 
Agency Rural, Peshawar Urban, Lahore Rural, 
Lahore Urban, Multan Rural, Multan Urban.  
In the year 2015, ASER Pakistan took a step 
forward and collected information from all 
districts of Punjab (i.e. 36 in total). Followed in 
the year 2016, ASER Pakistan not only collected 
information from Punjab but also from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.  This  year  in  2018,  the 
information on disability prevalence has been 
collected not only from Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, but also from KP- Newly Merged 
Districts (FATA) and Islamabad-ICT. The results 
are presented in the note.

KP-
Newly 

Merged 
Districts

Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa

Gilgit -
Baltistan 

ICT

AJK

Punjab 

Balochistan 

Sindh

2015

2016

2018

SCALE AND SCOPE OF ASER SURVEY 
ON HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING 

ASER learning tools, for the first time, are also being 
adapted in Pakistan Sign Language and Braille in 
collaboration with Sightsavers and Family 
Education Services Foundation (FESF). The results 
will be shared by ASER team in March 2019.



or the last three years, ASER has been including information on children with Fdisabilities, thus providing some useful insights into issues such as prevalence, 
school enrolment and learning outcomes.  In the ASER 2018 survey, information 

on disability was collected for children living in Punjab, KP (including KP- Newly Merged 
Districts) and Islamabad (ICT). Information on the disability module was collected 
therefore for little over 119,400 children aged 3 to 16.   In this brief note we focus on the 
number of children who were identified as having any difficulty/disability and the school 
enrolment status across the different groups, while highlighting some interesting 
regional variations. 

Table 1 shows the proportion of children with difficulties in each of the six functioning's 
assessed.  Less than 1% of children aged 3 to 16 (with information on difficulties) 
reported difficulties with seeing, hearing, walking, self-care, understanding or 
remembering. It is useful to note that the questions on disability used in all three rounds 
of ASER have drawn on the set of questions developed by the Washington Group Survey 
on Disability Statistics. The questions used are primarily those from the Adult Short Set, 
with some modifications to make them child appropriate.  All questions are asked of the 
primary care giver of the child. 

Table 2 provides the same disaggregation, highlighting regional variations. Again, a small 
proportion of children reported having difficulties with seeing, hearing, walking, self-
care, understanding or remembering.  

Ricardo Sabates & Nidhi Singal
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge

with support from

Afzan Munir
Senior Research Analyst, Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

Table 1: Proportion of Children with Difficulties in Different
Functioning domains

SCHOOLING STATUS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

  Seeing Hearing Walking Caring Understanding Remembering 

No difficulty 98.93 99.49 99.55 99.48 99.59 99.4 

Mild 0.75 0.36 0.3 0.37 0.31 0.53 

Moderate 0.16 0.13 0.14 0.14 0.08 0.07 

Severe 0.16 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.01  
119,403 119,394 119,391 119,389 119,385 119,389 
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In Table 3, all information on the different dimensions of difficulties was combined to 
obtain an indicator for the proportion of children who reported any of the above 
difficulties, regardless of the severity of the difficulty. The table shows the proportion of 
children who reported any of these difficulties, regardless of whether it is mild, 
moderate of severe. Further, the table shows that 4,251 children in the sample reported 
some form of difficulty, which corresponds to 3.56% of all children aged 3 to 16.  By 
gender a slightly higher percentage of girls reported having any difficulty (3.66%); this is 
statistically significant at 5% level than for boys (3.43%).

Table 3: Difficulties as reported by Gender

Table 2: Level of difficulty and regional variations 

 

Federally Administrated Tribal Areas

Seeing Hearing Walking Self-care Understanding Remembering

pct pct pct pct pct pct

No Difficulty 98.68865 99.34902 99.41656 99.61904 99.67692 99.27197

Mild 1.089577 .515961 .4484305 .2845156 .2845019 .6846343

Moderate .1832032 .1109075 .1012585 .0819791 .0289324 .0433923

Severe .0385691 .0241103 .0337528 .0144669 .0096441

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

ISLAMABAD

pct pct pct pct pct pct

No Difficulty 97.27541 99.55817 99.55817 98.96907 98.2327 98.30633

Mild 2.57732 .4418262 .3681885 .5891016 .736377 1.178203

Moderate .0736377 .0736377 .2209131 .0736377 .4418262

Severe .0736377 .2209131 .9572901 .0736377

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

pct pct pct pct pct pct

No Difficulty 98.89942 99.37065 99.29645 99.35581 99.43474 99.26206

Mild .8488797 .3529296 .3801624 .3356699 .3529818 .6145417

Moderate .1900109 .256676 .2962305 .2986474 .1974724 .1159978

Severe .0616918 .0197443 .0271545 .0098726 .0148104 .0074041

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

PUNJAB

pct pct pct pct pct pct

No Difficulty 99.06671 99.63411 99.76847 99.52804 99.69596 99.57042

Mild .5161382 .3093239 .1855779 .4189278 .2898961 .3942228

Moderate .1290345 .0459567 .0353482 .0406554 .010606 .0318207

Severe .2881182 .0106054 .0106045 .0123734 .0035353 .0035356

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

Any Difficulty Male Female Total 

        

No 49,527 65,620 115,147  
96.57 96.34 96.44     

Yes 1,760 2,491 4,251  
3.43 3.66 3.56 

        

Total 51,287 68,111 119,398 
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Table 4 further disaggregates this data to show the proportion of boys and girls with any 
difficulty in each of the different Provinces. Here strong regional differences are evident. 
In Islamabad a higher proportion of children were reported to have difficulties, while the 
lowest proportion was in Punjab.  

By education status, results (Table 5) show that around three-quarters of children are 
enrolled in school (74.12%), while the rest (21.83%) have never been enrolled and 4.05% 
have dropped out.  For the children with any difficulty, 4.63% have dropped out 
compared to 4.03% of children who do not have any difficulty.  However, a slightly lower 
proportion of children who have any difficulty have never been enrolled (20.7%) 
compared to children who do not have any difficulty (21.87%).  These differences are 
statistically significant, in particular with respect to children who have dropped out, 
those currently enrolled and those never enrolled. 

Table 4: Data disaggregated by Gender and Region

Table 5: Reported difficulties and Education Status

 

Tribal Areas Islamabad KP Punjab

b colpct b colpct b colpct b colpct

Male

No 7733 96.21749 565 92.32026 16546 95.87993 24593 97.24012

Yes 304 3.782506 47 7.679739 711 4.120067 698 2.759875

Total 8037 100 612 100 17257 100 25291 100

Female

No 12184 95.89925 683 91.55496 22202 95.4268 30436 97.3049

Yes 521 4.100748 63 8.44504 1064 4.573197 843 2.695099

Total 12705 100 746 100 23266 100 31279 100

Total

No 19917 96.02256 1248 91.89985 38748 95.61977 55029 97.27594

Yes 825 3.977437 110 8.100147 1775 4.380229 1541 2.724059

Total 20742 100 1358 100 40523 100 56570 100

 
Any Difficulty 

  

Educa�on Status No Yes Total  

        

Never Enrolled 25,189 880 26,069  
21.87 20.7 21.83     

Dropped Out 4,641 197 4,838  
4.03 4.63 4.05     

Currently Enrolled 85,322 3,174 88,496 

  74.1 74.66 74.12 

        

Total 115,152 4,251 119,403 
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Again, with respect to the values above, we find large regional variations, as reported in 
Table 6.  In KP-Newly Merged Districts, for instance, only 57.8% of children without 
difficulties are currently enrolled, but 68.7% of children with a difficulty are enrolled.  In 
Islamabad, the pattern is the opposite, with 86.4% of children with no difficulties 
enrolled in school and 64.5% of children with a difficulty not enrolled.  For KP and Punjab 
there are no differences between the proportion of children who are enrolled according 
to whether they were reported as having any difficulties or not.  

By the severity of the difficulty, we are not just interested if children had any difficulty, 
but whether this was mild, moderate or severe.  In order to get better analytical power, 
the moderate and severe categories were merged into one.  Table 7 shows the 
proportion of boys and girls with mild difficulties and moderate/severe difficulties.  470 
boys (0.92%) and 654 girls (0.96%) were reported as having moderate/severe difficulties   
interestingly, while the proportion of girls with difficulties continues to be slightly higher, 
these differences are not statistically significant.   

Table 6. Reported difficulties, education status and regional variation 

Table 7: Severity of difficulty and gender distribution

 

Tribal Areas Islamabad KP Punjab

b colpct b colpct b colpct b colpct

NO Difficul�es

Never Enrolled 7577 38.04288 135 10.81731 9335 24.09094 8088 14.69664

Dropped Out 822 4.127128 34 2.724359 1459 3.765258 2315 4.206567

Currently Enrolled 11518 57.82999 1079 86.45833 27955 72.1438 44630 81.0968

Total 19917 100 1248 100 38749 100 55033 100

A DIFFICULTY

Never Enrolled 210 25.45455 24 21.81818 442 24.90141 204 13.23816

Dropped Out 48 5.818182 15 13.63636 43 2.422535 91 5.905256

Currently Enrolled 567 68.72727 71 64.54545 1290 72.67606 1246 80.85659

Total 825 100 110 100 1775 100 1541 100

TOTAL

Never Enrolled 7787 37.54218 159 11.70839 9777 24.12644 8292 14.65691

Dropped Out 870 4.194388 49 3.608247 1502 3.706446 2406 4.252837

Currently Enrolled 12085 58.26343 1150 84.68336 29245 72.16711 45876 81.09025

Total 20742 100 1358 100 40524 100 56574 100

Severity of Difficulty Male Female Total 

        

No 49,527 65,620 115,147  
96.57 96.34 96.44     

Mild 1,290 1,837 3,127  
2.52 2.7 2.62     

Moderate/ Severe  470 654 1,124 

  0.92 0.96 0.94 

        

Total 51,287 68,111 119,398 
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Again, previously noted regional patterns are visible (Table 8).  Islamabad reported a 
higher incidence of difficulties for boys and girls than other provinces.  Importantly, girls 
in Islamabad reported higher incidence of moderate to severe difficulties (2.54%) than 
boys in this region (1.79%), and also in relation to any girls in other regions (1.53% in KP, 
for example).  

School enrolment by the severity of difficulty shows that little over one quarter (25.44%) 
of children with moderate/severe difficulties have never been to school (see Table 9). 
This compares with 21.87% of children with no difficulties who have never been to 
school.  In terms of dropout, 4.18% of children with moderate/severe difficulties have 
dropped out, 4.8% of children with mild difficulties have dropped out and 4.03% of 
children with no difficulties have dropped out.  Finally, 70% of children with 
moderate/severe difficulties are enrolled, in contrast to 76.21% of children with mild 
difficulties and 74.1 % of children with no difficulties.  These differences are statistically 
significant.  

Table 8: Severity of difficulty, gender and regional variation

 

Tribal Areas Islamabad KP Punjab

b colpct b colpct b colpct b colpct

Male

No 7733 96.21749 565 92.32026 16546 95.87993 24593 97.24012

Mild 252 3.135498 36 5.882353 463 2.682969 539 2.131193

Moderate/Severe 52 .6470076 11 1.797386 248 1.437098 159 .6286821

Total 8037 100 612 100 17257 100 25291 100

Female

No 12184 95.89925 683 91.55496 22202 95.4268 30436 97.3049

Mild 434 3.415978 44 5.898123 706 3.034471 653 2.087663

Moderate/Severe 87 .6847698 19 2.546917 358 1.538726 190 .6074363

Total 12705 100 746 100 23266 100 31279 100

Total

No 19917 96.02256 1248 91.89985 38748 95.61977 55029 97.27594

Mild 686 3.307299 80 5.891016 1169 2.884781 1192 2.107124

Moderate/Severe 139 .6701379 30 2.209131 606 1.495447 349 .6169348

Total 20742 100 1358 100 40523 100 56570 100

Table 9: Severity of disability and educational status 
Severity of Difficulty 

 

Educa�onal Status No Mild Moderate/ 
Severe 

        

Never Enrolled 25,189 594 286  
21.87 19 25.44     

Dropped Out 4,641 150 47  
4.03 4.8 4.18     

Currently Enrolled 85,322 2,383 791 

  74.1 76.21 70.37 

        

Total 115,152 3,127 1,124  
100 100 100 
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Children with moderate/severe difficulties in Islamabad, KP and Punjab are less likely to 
be enrolled and more likely to having never been enrolled than children with no 
difficulties (Table 10).  In Islamabad and Punjab, children with moderate/severe 
difficulties are more likely to drop out than children with no difficulties (and the drop out 
estimate is substantially larger).  In KP-Newly Merged Districts, children with difficulties, 
whether mild or moderate/severe, are more likely to be enrolled in school than children 
with no difficulties, which highlights an interesting contrast in relation to other regions. 

 
 
 
 

Table 10:  Regional variations in enrolment and dropout rates

 

Tribal Areas Islamabad KP Punjab

b colpct b colpct b colpct b colpct

No

Never Enrolled 7577 38.04288 135 10.81731 9335 24.09094 8088 14.69664

Dropped Out 822 4.127128 34 2.724359 1459 3.765258 2315 4.206567

Currently Enrolled 11518 57.82999 1079 86.45833 27955 72.1438 44630 81.0968

Total 19917 100 1248 100 38749 100 55033 100

Mild

Never Enrolled 167 24.34402 15 18.75 266 22.75449 146 12.24832

Dropped Out 45 6.559767 11 13.75 31 2.651839 63 5.285235

Currently Enrolled 474 69.09621 54 67.5 872 74.59367 983 82.46644

Total 686 100 80 100 1169 100 1192 100

Moderate/Severe

Never Enrolled 43 30.93525 9 30 176 29.0429 58 16.61891

Dropped Out 3 2.158273 4 13.33333 12 1.980198 28 8.022923

Currently Enrolled 93 66.90647 17 56.66667 418 68.9769 263 75.35817

Total 139 100 30 100 606 100 349 100

Total

Never Enrolled 7787 37.54218 159 11.70839 9777 24.12644 8292 14.65691

Dropped Out 870 4.194388 49 3.608247 1502 3.706446 2406 4.252837

Currently Enrolled 12085 58.26343 1150 84.68336 29245 72.16711 45876 81.09025

Total 20742 100 1358 100 40524 100 56574 100
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Dukki, Balochistan 
Syed Tanzeem
In a small village of Dukki (a newly emerged district of 
Balochistan) alongside the unpaved paths and in between 
the steep slopes of the plateaus, I went to conduct the 
ASER survey. As I proceeded with the survey exercise, I had 
the opportunity to meet some amazing people and 
encounter pleasant experiences. After knocking several 
times at a door, a man with a sturdy frame came to greet 
us. After learning who we are and our intention for 
assessing all the children present in the household, he got 
past his initial reluctance to let us assess his children and 
readily supported us through the process.

Amina was 10 years old and was really excited to be a part 
of the assessment. She read the story without any 
mistakes and was able to answer both questions 
pertaining to the story correctly. I asked her which school 
she goes to, to which she replied that she does not attend 
any school because there is no school for girls nearby, but 
her father lets her to go to the boys’ school often with her 
brothers. I immediately told Amina's father, that a bright 
girl like her needs to be admitted to a proper school where 
she can continue her studies. He replied, “I do not want to 
put my daughter's life at risk. I really wanted her to pursue 
education but this area is quite underdeveloped, with very 
poor educational facilities leaving us with no choice. But I 
still ensure that her brothers share their school lessons 
with her and teach her to read and write as it's her basic 
right.”

Feeling sorry for the child, I left the house with a very 
heavy heart thinking there must be at least one school for 
girls in every village to encourage them to acquire 
education. Amina's father was nevertheless an 
inspiration, to witness that in such a remote area, he is still 
supporting her daughter in every way possible for a bright 
future!

Muzaffargarh, Punjab
Roha Batool
We were in “Laal Wah”, a distant village of Multan, to 
monitor ASER survey exercise. Our first step was to go and 
see a government primary school which was just a building 
with two classrooms and a veranda with no boundary 
walls or a playground. There we met 26-year old Rukhsana 
Begum who was the only government teacher appointed 
to teach children from class one to five. When we 
introduced ASER and shared the purpose of our visit, she 
expressed, “It's the first time that somebody has visited 
this school to conduct a survey”.

She mentioned that she has been teaching in the school 
for the last three years. In the beginning, she noticed that 
parents were uninterested in sending their children to 
school. Due to the poor infrastructure, they did not feel 
comfortable and safe. She struggled hard to get the 
children to the school by visiting the community and 
convincing parents door to door. She not only worked on 
increasing enrollment but also worked really hard to 
improve the learning levels of children. She took us to the 
classrooms and we found children properly seated reading 
their books. They also sang a beautiful poem for us. These 
children, without even any kind of facility, were there to 
study because of the dedication of Rukhsana Begum who 
did everything to make the school functional.

Rukhsana Begum is serving as a beacon of light for all the 
teachers who are striving hard to make a difference in their 
community. We left the school hoping that teachers like 
her will definitely bring a change in the years to come. We 
will surely have children bearing good qualities such as 
honesty and dedication (like their teacher) along with 
good learning levels.

STORIES FROM THE FIELD
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Thatta, Sindh
Hafsa Alvi

On a Sunday morning, my colleagues and I went to 
monitor ASER trainings in Thatta, which is 2 hours from 
Karachi city. I have always loved Thatta for its historical 
significance and beautiful lakes. It was my first month as a 
Research Associate at ITA and I was excited to go on my 
first monitoring trip. It was a group of 5 people, two 
representatives from our partner organization and three 
representatives from ITA attended this monitoring 
session.

Given that we were only two hours away from Karachi, I 
imagined the village to have all the facilities of a little 
town, including water, electricity, gas and infrastructure. 
To my surprise, the first village we visited looked similar to 
what a remote village in Pakistan looks like, devoid of all 
such facilities. It was hard to believe that this was located 
just a few kilometers from Karachi city, which was 
brimming with all basic necessities. We started walking in 
the village, and the first thing I noticed was the school 
building; it was the size of a standard classroom, with the 
bathroom in shambles. The door was locked and there was 
no sign around the facility to indicate that it was a school, 
just the name written on the wall with faint handwriting 
which was fading away. There were makeshift houses in 
the villages, with only some houses made of mud and 
cement. 

Our team gathered at the first house, where all the women 
from the village came to welcome us. We sat on a mat on 
the floor and asked them about their life and their normal 
routine. They told us that their life was extremely difficult, 
in both summers and winters, since access to water was 

limited and there was no electricity. They also informed us 
that many politicians had made many promises about 
providing basic facilities but all of them had failed to 
deliver. We told them about ASER and why we were there, 
and then began our basic assessment. We monitored two 
assessments in this village. It was disheartening to see that 
students from this village did not know basic alphabets or 
number counting. 

The Sindh Right to Education Act guarantees quality 
education to all children, whereas the Early Childhood 
Education Policy has been designed to cater to younger 
students from the beginning. If children in villages which 
are so close to Karachi city are being denied such facilities, 
then what can we expect from students in villages that are 
remote? The province of Sindh always takes the lead in 
implementing plans and acts, but when it comes to actual 
implementation, it normally takes a back seat and fails to 
deliver. It is time that the Sindh Government focuses on 
not only creating policies but also solid implementation 
plans so it can reach children like the ones in Thatta City.  

Muzaffarabad, AJK
Wajiha Saqib

In the heart of the valley of Kashmir, surrounded by 
beautiful mountains, with the Neelum river flowing 
alongside the city, one falls in love with Muzaffarabad at 
first sight. That is exactly what I felt when I visited 
Muzaffarabad for the first time in my life, for conducting 
ASER provincial training. There was something about that 
city which mesmerized me, from the mountain tops to the 
love and affection of the people. But more than anything, 
it was the innocent souls in the school that I met during my 
field visit who made me realize how, we as a nation, have 
failed them. 
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The primary school I visited with my team of master 
trainers was surrounded by mountains and greenery. With 
so much beauty around, the place which should have been 
a hub for growth and happiness for these children, told 
another story. It was painful to see that in the chilly fall 
weather, these innocent children were wearing torn 
uniforms. The basic infrastructure was in place, yet the 
diligent administrators of the school with high ambitions 
for their students, had a different story to tell. A story that 
was bleak, that demanded the authorities to help them 
and the students to achieve better.

We, as a nation, have made laws which make education 
the basic right of every student, yet we have failed to 
implement these laws. From laws to the realities of the 
classroom, we have been unable to deliver. This is what 
the primary school made me realize. Every day, the 
students, against all odds, hike up to the school to learn 
but the learning environment is not conducive for these 
children to reach their potential. There were no heating 
facilities. The walls of the classrooms were safe, and there 
was basic furniture, yet it was too cold to sit in those rooms 
and have a meaningful learning experience. There were 
basic toilet facilities but the water was cold. Many 
students did not have books and stationery.

As the master trainers conducted the survey with the 
students in the school, it could be seen that the children 
responded well, yet there was a lot of room for 
improvement. With limited facilities, it was difficult for 
these students to excel.

Muzaffarabad's primary school is a snapshot of what many 
schools face in Pakistan. Schools in far flung areas are hard 
to access and those who get access to it seldom get the 
facilities that are conducive to a sustainable learning 
environment. This is the sad reality of primary education 
in Pakistan. As we completed the survey training, and left 
the school, I realized that the purpose of ASER is to make 
the voices of these schools (with shabby facilities), these 
innocent students (with dreams of a better future), and 
these administrators (with determination to work for their 
communities) to be heard. I felt a duty towards these 
students, a duty towards this nation and a duty towards all 
such localities that need attention.

Education is a basic human right according to our 
constitution and it is our responsibility to ensure that 
every child gets this right. As I left Muzaffarabad, my 
commitment to my work was stronger and I had a new 
mission. For me, ASER was no longer just a survey, but a 
promise for a new and prosperous future for the children 
of Pakistan.
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2018

ABOUT THE 
SURVEY



SAMPLING METHODOLOGY: RURAL DISTRICTS   

Total Popula�on: The total popula�on of this survey consists of 154 rural districts of Pakistan.   

Sampling Frame: Each district is provided with  

� A village list. 

� Data from the Popula�on Census 2017 on the total number of households. 

� Total popula�on of each village in the list. 

Sample size and its Alloca�on:  

� Keeping in view the variability of the key variables, popula�on distribu�on and field resources, a total sample 

of 600 households pertaining to 20 households from each village is being used.  

� Sample primary sampling units (PSUs) have been considered sufficient to produce reliable es�mates with 5% 

margin of errors at 95% level of confidence.  

� The detailed alloca�on plan is shown below:  

Number of Districts Number of Villages per District Number of Households per Village 

154 30 20  

Sample Design: A two stage sample design was adopted:  

� First stage: 30 villages selected using the provisional village directory of the 2017 census.  
 

� Second stage: 20 households are selected in each of the 30 selected villages. 
 

Selec�on of Primary Sampling Units (PSUs): Villages of districts have been taken as PSUs:  
 

� Sample PSUs have been selected using probability propor�onal to size (PPS) method. 
 

� Every year, 20 villages from the previous year are retained and 10 new villages are added. Ten villages are 
dropped from the previous year’s list and 10 new villages are added from the popula�on census village 
directory. The 10 new villages are also chosen using PPS.  

 

� The 20 old villages and the 10 new villages give us a “rota�ng panel” of villages, which generates be�er 
es�mates of changes. 

 
Selec�on of Secondary Sampling Units (SSUs): Households have been treated as secondary sampling units (SSUs).  
 

� Based on actual households in each sample PSUs, 20 households have been selected.  

� We divide the village into four parts:  
o In each of the four parts star�ng from the central loca�on, every 5 th household on the le� hand-side 

is selected in a circular fashion �ll 5 households are selected from each part. 
 

Selec�on of School 

· 1 government school from each selected village (Mandatory) 

· 1 private school from each selected village (Op�onal) 

This year, the villages have been selected using the provisional village directory of the 2017 census. This has led to addition 
of some new districts (Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan) as well as villages. Earlier the villages were selected from village 
directory of 1998 census. This might explain the variation in the results for this year when compared to the results of 
previous years. The below sampling is only for 154 rural districts and does not contain information on urban. This year 
information has been collected on 21 urban districts and Pakistan Bureau of Statistics has provided technical assistance on 
urban sampling. The sampling note on urban and its results can be found in a separate report which is only for Urban 
districts. ASER 2018 has also collected information on disability prevalence with the help of a separate questionnaire 
designed by Real Centre, Cambridge University. The information on disability has only been gathered from Punjab, 
Islamabad-ICT, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and KP-Newly Merged Districts. Results of that can be found in a separate note 
included in the beginning of the report. 
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY  
 

WHAT TO DO IN THE VILLAGE  
 

� Contact Village Elder: Introduce yourself to the village elder, councilor and/or other senior members 

of the Panchayat. As you walk to reach the village elder, Panchayat or Councilor, talk to different 

people and ask about the village. Tell them about ASER. This ini�al walking and talking may take more 

than an hour. Get the approximate number of households in the village from the Councilor.  

 

The next step is to iden�fy the households: 
 

o Talk to people: How many different hamlets/sec�ons are in the village? Where are they lo cated? 
What is the social composi�on of the households in each hamlet/sec�on? What is the es�mate of 
households in each hamlet/sec�on? How many government and private schools are in the village? 
Tell them about ASER. 

 

It is o�en helpful to first draw all the roads or paths coming into the village and going out of the village. It 

helps to first draw a rough sketch on the ground so that people around you can see what is being done. 

Mark hamlets, schools, households etc. with landmarks. With the help of the community members, iden�fy 

different hamlets and their center point.  

HOW TO INTRODUCE ASER 

 

It is important that ASER is introduced clearly and simply to the villagers. Following is a suggested 

way of explaining your purpose of visiting the village and the ASER survey:

Our team is doing a survey on quality of education in Pakistan called Annual Status of Education 

Report (ASER). We want to know if the children of age 3-16 are learning anything in the school or 

outside of it i.e. at home. We are conducting this research in more than 4,500 villages and in 154 

districts of Pakistan and your village has been selected as one of them. We will also go to one 

government school here and one private school (if there is one in the area) to assess their 

standard. We will select 20 households in your village and ask children to read and do mathematic 

sums etc. This way you will also know the standard of education, and as we ask the government, 

the village should also come together to improve educational standards.
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HOW TO SELECT HOUSEHOLDS 

� In the en�re village, informa�on will be collected for 20 randomly selected households.   
 

� Go to each hamlet/sec�on. Try to find the central point in that habita�on. Stand facing the houses in 
the center of the habita�on. Visit every 5th house from the le�-hand side in the habita�on (e.g. 1st 
house, 6th house, 11th house, etc). Get informa�on about the household and children following 
instruc�ons in the next sec�on. 

 

o House Closed: If the selected house is closed or if there is nobody at home, note that down 
on your compila�on sheet as “House Closed”. This household DOES NOT count as a 
surveyed household. Move to the next/adjacent open house. Con�nue un�l you have 5 
households in each hamlet/sec�on in which there were inhabitants.  

 

o No Response: If a household refuses to par�cipate, note that down on your compila�on 
sheet as “No Response”. However, as above, this household DOES NOT count as a surveyed 
household. Move on to the next house. Con�nue un�l you have 5 households in each 
hamlet/sec�on in which not only were the inhabitants present, but they also par�cipated in 
the survey. 

 

o No Children: If there are no children or no children in the age group of 3–16 years in a 
household but there are inhabitants, INCLUDE THAT HOUSEHOLD. Take all the relevant 
informa�on like the name of the family head, age and educa�on related informa�on of the 
mothers, if any. Such a household WILL COUNT as one of the 5 surveyed households in 
each hamlet/sec�on. 

 

� Stop a�er you have completed 5 households in each hamlet/sec�on. If you have reached the end of the 
sec�on before 5 households are sampled, go around again using the same every 5th household on the 
le�-hand side rule. If a surveyed household gets selected again, then go to the next household. 
Con�nue the survey �ll you have 5 households in the sec�on. 
 

� Now move to the next selected hamlet/sec�on. Follow the same process.  
 

� Make sure that you go to households ONLY WHEN children are likely to be at home. This means that 
the day of the household survey should be a Sunday or a holiday.  
 

� If every house is turning out to be a No Response house, think about your team and strategy. It may be 
because there are two male members going to the houses hence refused permission (as per local
customs).
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Instruc�ons:  

1.   Find central point in a hamlet. Stand facing 

the dwellings. 

2.   Survey every 5th HH (household) occurring 

on the Le� Hand Side. 

3.   In case of a locked HH or if there is nobody 

at home, note that down as ‘House Closed’ 

and move to the next open house. 

4.   If a HH refuses to par�cipate, note that 

down as ‘No Response’ and move to the next 

HH. 

5.If there are no children or no children in the 

 

In the 5th HH ask how many ‘chulhas/kitchens’ are 

there? If there are more than 1, then randomly select 

any one of the ‘chulhas/kitchens’. A�er comple�ng 

survey in this house proceed to the next 5th HH. 

How to sample households in a hamlet in a village
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age group of 3 -16 years in a HH but there are 

inhabitants, include that HH. 

6.   If you reach the end of the hamlet before 

five (5) HHs are sampled, go around again 

using the “every 5th HH rule”. 

 

WHAT TO DO IN EACH HOUSEHOLD 
 
Basics of the household sheet: Following is some basic informa�on required to be filled in the household sheet before 
the start of the survey. 
 

� Household ID: Write the household number ( e.g. 1, 2, 3,……..20) 
 

� Name of Family: Write down the name of Family head.  
 

� Total household members:  Write down the number of male and female members ea�ng from the same kitchen. 
This should also include children .  
 

� Date and Time: Write down the date, day, start & end �me on the day of the survey visit.  
 

� Surveyors: Write down the names of the surveyors.  
 

� Village iden�fica�on: Carefully fill out the relevant name of the village, tehsil/taluka, district and prov ince. 
 
In Each Sampled Household: We will note informa�on about the household and all the children (3 -16 years), their 

mother and father who live in the household on a regular basis.  

Household with mul�ple kitchens: If there is more than one kitchen (chulhas) in the selected household, then 

randomly select any one of the kitchens in the household and record the total number of family members who eat 

from that chosen kitchen.  

� Children 3 to 4: On the household sheet, note down child’s name, age, whether they are a�ending Kachi or any 
other form of pre-school centre. We will NOT test children who are under 5 years of age.  
 
o Ask all children in this age group their current schooling status, meaning whether the child is currently 

enrolled in kachi or any other school, dropped out of school or was never enrolled in any school.  
 

o Ask all (enrolled and dropped out) children if they take any private supplementary tui�on (paid classes in 
addi�on to regular school). 

 
o Also ask the enrolled children if they go to the specific school which you have/will be surveying. 

 

� Children 5 to 16: On the Household sheet, note down child’s name, age, gender and all other details.   
 

o Ask the current schooling status of each child, i.e. whether the child is currently enrolled in school, dropped 
out of school or was never enrolled in any school. 

 
o If the child is enrolled then note down the class which the child is a�ending at the �me of the survey and the 

type of school each child is going to, i.e. government, private, madrassah or any other type of school. 
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o Ask all (enrolled and dropped out) children if they take any private supplementary tui�on (paid classes in 

addi�on to regular school). 
 
o Also ask the enrolled children if they go to the specific school which you have/will be surveying. 
o All children in this age group (5 to 16) will be tested in basic reading, arithme�c and English.  (We know that 

younger children will not be able to read much or do sums but s�ll follow the same process for all children so 
as to keep the process uniform). Ensure that the child is comfortable before and during the test and that 
sufficient �me is given to each child.  

 
o Parents’ Educa�on: Following informa�on regarding parents educa�on will also be recorded  

ª Total number of Children (0-16) and (17 and above) 
ª Whether mother and/or father have gone to school  
ª Mother and/or father’s educa�on (highest class completed)  
ª Do not take informa�on if the father is deceased. 

 
 

Out of school children (drop outs and never enrolled children) 

o Ask for the last class that the dropped out child passed and the reason for dropping out (such as law and 

order, poverty, flood, school building shi�ed by government or others).  

 

o Even the dropped out and never enrolled children aged 5 to 16 have to be tested.  

OTHER THINGS TO REMEMBER:  

o Non-resident children: Do not survey children who are visi�ng their rela�ves and friends in the sampled 
village. 
 

o Older children: O�en older girls and boys (in the age group 11 to 16) may not be thought of as children. Be 
sensi�ve to this issue and therefore avoid using words like “children”.   

 
o Children out of the village: If there are children in the family but who are not present in the village during the 

survey, do not take their details.  
 

o Mothers under or 16 years of age: O�en in villages, you can come across mothers who are less than 16 years 
of age. Informa�on on them will be collected as a mother as well as a child between the age of 5 to 16 years,
and they will also be tested in all three assessments.  

 
Many children may come up to you and want to be included in the process out of curiosity. Do not discourage these 
children. You can interact with them. But concentrate on the fact that data must be noted down ONLY  for children 
from households that have been randomly selected.  
 
Household Indicators: All informa�on on household indicators is to be recorded based, as much as possible, on 

observa�on and evidence. However, if for some reason you cannot observe it note down what is reported by the 

household.  This informa�on is being collected in order to link educa�on status of the child with household economic 

condi�ons.  
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 Type of house the child lives in: Types of houses are defined as follows:   

� Kutcha House: The walls and/or roof of which are made of material other than those men�oned here, such as 
un-burnt bricks, bamboos, mud, grass, reeds, thatch, loosely packed stones, etc. 

� Semi - Pucca house: A house that has fixed walls made up of pucca material but roof is made up of the 
material other than those used for pucca house.  

� Pucca House: A pucca house is one, which has walls and roof made of the following material.  
Wall material: Burnt bricks, stones (packed with lime or cement), cement concrete, �mber, ekra etc. Roof 

Material: Tiles, GCI (Galvanised Corrugated Iron) sheets, asbestos cement sheet, RBC (Reinforced Brick 

Concrete), RCC (Reinforced Cement Concrete) and �m ber etc.  

House Ownership: Mark yes or no regarding the ownership of the house.  

Electricity Connec�on: Mark yes or no by observing if the household has wires/electric meters and fi�ngs or not.   

Television  (TV) in the household: Mark yes if the household has a TV set otherwise mark No. 

Computer/Tablet/Laptop: Mark yes if the household has Computer/Tablet/Laptop otherwise mark No.  

Mobile/Smart Phone in the household: Mark yes if the household has a mobile/smart phone. We are only collec�ng 

informa�on on func�onal mobile/smart phones and not looking at PTCL telephone, landline or V-phones. 

Do you use: Mark yes if the household is using SMS or WhatsApp services and no if otherwise. 

Solar Panel: Mark yes if the household has a solar panel otherwise mark no. 

Vehicle owned by the households (men�on in numbers): Men�on the number under the label “car” and “motorbike” 

if it is owned by the household. 

Percep�on to be poten�al hindrances to achieve educa�onal goals: Mark any three op�ons opted by the children 

aged 6-16 years.  
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Sentences 

Start  
Here 

� Ask the child to read any paragraph. Listen carefully as to how s/he reads.  

� S/he may read slowly. 

� However, as long as the child reads the text like a sentence and not like a 

string of words, mark her/him as a ‘sentence’ level child. 

HOW TO TEST READING?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If the child stops very o�en while reading the sentence or has difficulty with 

more than 4 words in the sentence or reads it as a string of words than show 

her/him the list of words.  

 

 

If the child reads the sentences 

fluently and with ease, then ask 

her/him to read the story.  

� Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list. Let the child choo se 

the words themselves. If s/he does not choose, then point out words to 

her/him.  

� If s/he can correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words with ease, then ask 

her/him to try to read the paragraph again.  

� S/he will be marked at the ‘words’ level if s/he can correctly read words but 

is s�ll struggling with the paragraph. 

� Show the child the story. If s/he can 

read fluently and with ease, then 

mark her/him as a child who can 

read a story. The child who has been 

able to read a story, should be asked 

two ques�ons about the story and 

be marked accordingly.  

� If she is unable to read the story 

fluently and stops a lot, mark 

her/him as a child who is at the 

sentence level.

� Ask the child to read any 5 le�ers from the list. Let her/him choose the le�ers. If s/he does not choose 

then point out le�ers to her/him. 

� If s/he can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 le�ers with ease, then show her/him the list of words 

again.  

� If s/he can read 4 out of 5 le�ers but cannot read words, then mark her /him as a child who ‘can read 

le�ers’. 

� If s/he cannot read 4 out of 5 letters correctly, then mark her as a child as a ‘beginner’. 

If s/he cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she chooses, then show her/him the list of le�ers.  

Le�ers 

Words Story 
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How to test Arithme�c?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If s/he cannot do both subtrac�on problems, then give 

her/him the number recogni�on (100-200) task. 

 

 

If s/he does both the subtrac�on problems correctly, 

ask her/him to do a division problem. 

� Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also 

choose.  

� Ask her/him to iden�fy the numbers. 

� If s/he can correctly iden�fy at least 4 out of 5 numbers 

then mark her/him as a child who can ‘recognize 

numbers from 10-99. 

� Show the child the division problems. S/he can choose 

one out of the rest.  

� Ask her/him to write and solve the problem. 

� Observe and see if s/he is able to correctly solve the 

problem, and then mark her/him as a child who can do 

‘division’. 

� If s/he is unable to solve a division problem correctly, 

mark her/him as a child who can do ‘subtrac�on’. 

 

� Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose.  

� Ask her/him to iden�fy numbers. 

� If s/he can correctly iden�fy at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark her/him as a child who can 

‘recognize numbers from 1-9’ 

� If not then mark her/him at the level ‘nothing’.  

 

If s/he cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 10-

99,then give her/him the number recogni�on 1-9 task. 

Number Recogni�on (1-9) 

Number Recogni�on (10-99) 

Division (2 digit by 1 digit) 

Subtrac�on 

Start  
Here 

� Show the child the subtrac�on problems. S/he can choose, if not you can 

point. 

� Ask her/him to write and solve the problems. Observe to see if s/he does it 

in the correct wri�en numerical form. 

� Ask her/him to do a second one.  

� Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also 

choose.  

� Ask her/him to iden�fy the numbers. 

� If s/he can correctly iden�fy at least 4 out of 5 numbers 

then mark her/him as a child who can ‘recognize 

numbers from 100-200. 

If s/he cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 100-200, 

then give her/him the number recogni�on 10-99 task. 

Number Recogni�on (100-200) 
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How to test English? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

� If s/he correctly recognizes 4 out of 5 capital le�ers then show her/him the 

list of small le�ers.  

� If s/he reads capital le�ers but is struggling with iden�fying small le�ers, 

then mark her/him as a child who can read ‘capital le�ers’.  

 

 

If s/he is unable to recognize 4 out 

of 5 capital le�ers from the list, then 

mark her/him under the category 

‘nothing’. 

Point one by one to at least 5 le�ers.  Ask her/him to ident ify the le�ers.  

 

Ask her/him to read the 4 sentences. If s/he reads all 4 correctly, then mark her/him at the ‘sentence level’.  

Point one by one to at least 5 words.  Ask her/him to iden�fy words.  

 

If s/he can recognize 4 out of 5 small le�ers with ease, 

then show her/him the list of words. 

Words 

 

Small Le�ers 

Sentences 

Capital Le�ers 
Start  
Here 

Point one by one to at least 5 le�ers. Ask the child to iden�fy the le�ers.  

If s/he reads small letters but is struggling with words, 

then mark her/him as a child who can read ‘small le�ers’  

If s/he correctly reads 4 out of 5 words, then show 

her/him the list of sentences. 

If s/he reads words but is struggling with reading 

sentences, then mark her/him as ‘word’ level child. 

Bonus Ques�ons 

Meaning of the words are only to be asked from children who  are at word or sentence level. If the child is able to tell the 

meanings of 4 out of 5 words he has read, mark the child as “yes” ; if not, mark as “no”. 

Meaning of the sentences should only be asked from children who are at sentence level. If the child can read at least 2 

out of the 4 sentences fluently, than ask the child to translate the sentence into his/her local language. If the child can 

translate the sentences, mark him/her as a “yes”, otherwise mark him/her as a “no” child.  
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How to test General Knowledge? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 
This sec�on should only be asked from children who are at “Word” level on English Tool. This 

assesses students for their cogni�ve level of knowledge and understanding skills. 

a) Ask the child to see the picture and then ask two ques�ons from the child. Mark “yes” if the 
child answer correctly, otherwise mark as “no”. 
 

b) Ask the child to complete the sentences by iden�fying the picture of the items drawn on the 
sample. If a child answers any two correctly, mark him/her “yes”, otherwise “no”. 

ARITHMETIC 

 
Ask all children aging 5-16 to a�empt the “Math” sec�on of the General Knowledge tool. The child 

should be asked to pick the largest number in ques�on 1.   

In ques�on 2 and 3, ask the child to solve the word problems. The surveyor can read the ques�on s to 

the child. 

If a child a�empts the ques�ons correctly, mark him/her as a “yes” child, otherwise mark as “no”.  
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WHAT TO DO IN A SCHOOL 
 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Men�on the name of the Target Village on the top. 

� Visit any government school in the village with classes from Class 1 to 10 or High School. If there is 
no High school in the village, then go to a middle school. In case middle school is not available then
go to a primary school. In the top box of the Observa�on Sheet, �ck according to the school type. If 
there is no government school in the village, then go to the nearest Government School located in 
a nearby village.  

� If  a village has a Boy’s High School and a Girl’s High School, preference should be given to the girl’s
school.  

� Meet the Head Master/Head Mistress (if the Head Master/Mistress (HM) is absent, then meet the 
senior most teacher of the school) and take the following informa�on: 

� Record the name of the School, name of the village, name of Tehsil/Taluka, District/Agency and 
the Province. 

� Tick the respec�ve box for type of school i.e. High, Middle, Primary or Others. 

� Tick type of school (by enrollment):  
o Boys and Girls School 
o Boys only School 
o Girls only School 

� Tick Medium of School 
o English 
o Urdu 
o Pashto 
o Sindhi 
o Or any other medium 

� EMIS/BEMIS/SEMIS Code: write the EMIS/BEMIS/SEMIS code of the school. 

� Write down school since (Establishment Year).  

� If it is a private school, as if the school is affiliated with any NGO. 

� Note the Time of Entry into the school and Time of Exit from School. 

� Date of visit: write the date of survey 

� Day of visit: write the day of survey 

� Name of surveyors: write the names of both surveyors 

� Does the school have special children enrolled? By special we refer to those children who have 
some sort of disability such as of sight, hearing, walking, speaking etc. Tick the Yes or No
box accordingly. 

� If there are any special children enrolled in the school, men�on if there are any special facili�es 
for those children.  

 

When at the school, ask the Head Master/Mistress for the enrollment register or any official document on

enrollment in that school.  
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What to do in Government/Private School? 

Children’s Enrollment & A�endance: (Sec�on I) 

1. ASK for the registers of all the Classes and fill in the enrollment. If there is more than one sec�on 
for same class, add the enrollment of all the sec�ons and write accordingly.   

2. Make sure the HM has introduced you to the teacher. If not, introduce yourself and ASER. Request 
for his/her permission to collect informa�on on the classroom.  

3. MOVE AROUND the class/area where children are seated and take down their a�endance class-
wise by coun�ng them YOURSELF. You may need to seek help from the teachers to dis�nguish 
children class-wise as they are normally found seated in mixed groups. In such a case, ask children 
from each standard to raise their hands. Count the number of raised hands and accordingly fill the 
same in the observa�on sheet, class-wise. Please note that you should only COUNT those children 
who are physically present in the class.   

4. You can fill this informa�on a�er you have collected all informa�on from school records and 
registers. But make sure you do the head count of children enrolled in the school yourself also.    

5. Ask head teacher about school fee, separately for each class and record it in the relevant box.  
 

Class Room Observa�ons (Observe and Ask if required): (Sec�on II) 

1. This sec�on is to be filled for Class 2 and Class 8 only (in case of a primary school, do class 2 only). If 
there is more than one sec�on for a class, then randomly choose any one. Write down the Class 
with whom these classes are si�ng. 

2. Is there a usable black/white board in the class? Yes/No – write yourself on the black/white board 
to find out.  

3. OBSERVE if children have their textbooks at least of one subject, ask the children to show English 
textbook or that of Urdu to make a correct assessment. 

4. Apart from the textbooks, OBSERVE if there is any other supplementary material (e.g. books, charts 
on the wall, board games, etc.) in the room. Mark accordingly for each class you observe. 

5. OBSERVE where the Class is si�ng (room, verandah, outdoor) and fi ll accordingly.  
 

General Comments:  (Sec�on III Govt. School Sheet & Sec�on IV Pvt. School Sheet)  

Write any general comments/observa�ons that you noted while observing the school. Use back side of 

sheet for more comments/observa�ons. 

Teachers: (Sec�on IV – Govt. School Sheet & Sec�on III –Pvt. School Sheet) 

1. Request the Head Teacher to provide you with informa�on on teachers in the school. Collect and 
note down informa�on on:  
 

a. Number of sanc�oned teaching posts (Only for Government school). 
b. Number of teachers appointed.  
c. Regular/Government teachers (do not include the Head Master/Mistress). 
d. Contract/Para teachers: If the school has para-teachers or teachers appointed by the 

School Management Commi�ee (SMC), NGO etc. mark that separately.  
e. Number of Teachers present on the day of the survey.  
f. Number of Teachers living in this village, if applicable.  
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g. Also ask each category of teachers (Head Teacher, regular teachers, para-teachers) whether 
they reside in the village or a neighboring village. Count the number of teachers residing in 
the same visited village and write this number in the observa�on sheet. 

 

No. of Qualified Teaching Staff: (Sec�on V – Govt. School Sheet & Sec�on VI - Pvt. School Sheet) 

Qualifica�ons of teachers should be incorporated separately in the form of their:  

o Educa�onal Levels i.e. Below Matric, Matric, FA/F.Sc, BA, B.Sc, MA/M.Sc, M.Phil  or any other. Count 
teachers for their respec�ve highest educa�onal level and men�on the count in the respec�ve 
boxes. 

o Professional Qualifica�on i.e. none, CT, PTC, B.Ed, M.Ed, Others etc. Count teachers for their 
respec�ve professional qualifica�ons and men�on the count in the respec�ve boxes. 

 

Note: Total numbers of teachers must be equal to total number of appointed teachers.  

No. of Teachers who got training in the last year (July 2017 – To Date): (Sec�on VI – Govt. School Sheet) 

This requires you to enlist number of teachers who got any training in the previous year. See the date

men�oned above to count what is meant by one year. If yes, determine the �me period for the training e.g. 

None, less than 15 days, 15-30 days, and more than 30 days.  

Facili�es in the School: (Sec�on VII – Govt. School Sheet & Pvt. School Sheet) 

Count yourself and write down: 

� Total numbers of rooms in the school  

� Number of rooms used for classes 

Tick the relevant:
 

� Drinking facility available and being used by children 

� Is there a complete school boundary wall/fence? 

� Toilet available and being used by children. You need to check the func�onality and also observe if 
children are using the toilet present in the school or are they using staff toilet or one available in the 
mosque for example. Ask children.  

� Does the school have library books? 

� Can you see the library books?  

� Is there any playground? 

� Does the school have an electricity connec�on? 

� Is there a science Laboratory available in the school?  

� Is there a computer lab for students? 

� Does the school have internet? 

� Does the school have smart boards? 

� Does the school have solar panels? 
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Page No 2 (Only for Government School Sheet) 

� Record Name of the School, name of the village, name of Tehsil/Taluka, District/Agency and the 
Province. 

� Record Name of Head Teacher/Principal, School phone number and Head Teacher/Principal mobile 
number.  

� The Head Master should be requested to provide informa�on for this sec�on. In the absence of the 
Head Master, ask Senior Most teacher OR the person who is in charge of the school to provide 
informa�on for this sec�on.  

 

SMC/SC/PTA Informa�on:(Sec�on VIII– Govt. School Sheet) 

� Is SMC/SC/PTA/PTC/PTSMC ac�ve? Yes or No 

� Write the total number of members. 

� Write the number of ac�ve members. 

� Write amount in bank 

� Write last mee�ng date 
 

School Fund Informa�on:(Sec�on IX – Govt. School Sheet) 

1. For this sec�on, note down informa�on from July 2017 to June 2018. 
2. Get funds informa�on for SMC/SC/PTA/PTC/PTSMC FUNDS, FAAROG-E-TALEEM FUND, TUCK 

SHOP FUND, RENT FOR CYCLE STAND, AND SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION. You can write down the 
name of other source of funds in the addi�onal space given if there are any.  

3. Ask if the school got a fund. If yes, then note down the amount and when this fund was received, 
write down the month and year in which fund was received. If the person answering this sec�on 
says that he/she is going to receive the fund in the future, then mark “no”. 

4. If the fund was received ask if the school has spent the en�re fund. Yes, No, Do not know.  
5. There are instruc�ons under this sec�on asking where the school fund was spent. Mark which is 

relevant.   
6. Ask the person answering this sec�on about the fund in a way that the person does not feel 

threatened or uncomfortable. If the person refuses to answer or is hesitant to answer this sec�on, 
then do not force the person and move on to the next sec�on. The remaining ques�ons of this 
sec�on should be le� BLANK. 

 

School Fund Informa�on: (Sec�on X – Govt. School Sheet) 

This sec�on is similar to sec�on IX other than the date by which you are required to record the informa�on 

for school fund. Record the informa�on for school fund from July 2018 to date of survey. 
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School Fund Informa�on:(Sec�on XI and Sec�on XII – Govt. School Sheet) 

Below the fund sec�on, also mark the relevant fields that inquire whether the fund was spend on u�li�es 
such as class room construc�on, school uniform, repair of computer etc.  
 

Only for Private School Sheet 

School Fund Informa�on: (Sec�on V – Pvt. School Sheet) 

1. For this sec�on, note down informa�on for July 2017 to June 2018 and July 2018 to date. 
2. Write down the name of the person who provided the informa�on. 
3. If the school gets any funds from Government/ Private Individual/NGO, mark yes or no accordingly.  
4. If the school got a fund, then note down the amount and when this fundwas received, write down 

the month and year in which fund was received. If the person answering this sec�on says that 
he/she is going to receive the Fund in the future, then mark “no”. Also write the name of the 
Department/Organiza�on giving the fund. 

5. Ask the person answering this sec�on about the fund in a way that the person does not feel 
threatened or uncomfortable. If the person refuses to answer or is hesitant to answer this sec�on, 
then do not force the person and move on to the next sec�on. The remaining ques�ons of this 
sec�on should be le� BLANK. 
 

� Note the �me of exit from the school. 
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Government School Observation Sheet
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Government School Observation Sheet
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Private School Observation Sheet
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2018

FINDINGS 
NATIONAL 
(RURAL)



2018NATIONAL - RURAL

Scale and Scope

ASER 2018 conducted across 154 rural districts of Pakistan
along with 21 urban centres. 

Results on urban survey are presented in a separate report
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 66.7 16.8 2.5 0.6 10.8 2.6 100

11 - 13 64.2 16.1 2.6 0.4 8.5 8.3 100

14 - 16 54.5 15.6 2.6 0.2 11.5 15.6 100

6 - 16 63.8 16.4 2.5 0.5 10.4 6.4 100

Total 100

By Type 76.7 19.7 3.0 0.6

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 5.9 2.5 0.2 0.1 100

4 18.7 8.5 0.9 0.3 100

5 49.5 15.5 2.0 0.7 100

3 - 5 26.0 9.1 1.1 0.4 100

Total 100

By Type 71.1 24.9 2.9 1.0

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 82.2 63.4 32.4 11.8 10.0

2 17.8 29.5 48.6 33.3 19.1

3 7.1 15.4 41.3 31.4 18.9

4 3.6 10.9 27.1 27.5 18.6

5 2.6 9.9 32.5 30.5

6 2.4 6.7 23.9

7 0.0 6.4

8 2.2 18.2

9 36.0

10 23.0

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 86.6% (66.7+16.8+2.5+0.6) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 8.7% (5.9+2.5+0.2+0.1) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

19.3

28.6

21.1

7.6

16.8

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

36.6 63.4

91.2

71.6

32.4

63.4

83.2

Age Class Composition

Total

14.7

16.7

15.6

11.9

11.9

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

20.7

52.7

100

26.5

7.8

6.2

6.4

4.6

4.1

14.4
18.3

23.4
26.5

23.8
22.8

0.0

100

0.0
7.1

3.6
2.6

2.4
0.0

2.2

17.1

26.7

24.7

5.1

100

17.0

32.9

20.9

5.4

61 59

39 41
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Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 23.7 48.1 24.8 3.4 0.0 100

2 7.4 30.5 40.5 14.5 7.2 100

3 4.0 11.3 40.3 27.2 17.1 100

4 2.6 4.7 23.0 31.6 38.0 100

5 2.0 3.3 13.2 25.4 56.1 100

6 1.7 2.0 7.4 21.2 67.8 100

7 1.5 1.3 4.1 14.2 78.9 100

8 1.5 1.3 2.6 10.1 84.5 100

9 1.2 1.1 1.5 5.1 91.0 100

10 1.2 0.8 1.3 3.5 93.1 100

Capital Small

1 31.9 28.6 28.6 10.9 0.0 100

2 15.9 25.8 31.2 25.8 1.3 100

3 12.7 12.8 29.4 40.3 4.8 100

4 12.5 5.5 16.0 38.5 27.4 100

5 9.6 3.5 9.4 25.2 52.3 100

6 11.2 1.6 4.5 19.3 63.4 100

7 10.6 1.0 2.4 13.7 72.2 100

8 10.7 0.9 1.6 8.8 78.0 100

9 10.6 0.8 1.0 4.8 82.8 100

10 10.7 0.6 0.7 3.3 84.6 100

Learning levels (Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 3.4 % (3.4+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 10.9 % (10.9+0) children of class 1 can read words

75
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Learning levels by school type Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto
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Learning levels by school type English

Government Private
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Children who can read story 
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 4.6 5.5 5.7 7.1 8.6 9.8 10.5 12.8 16.9 18.1

Pvt. 24.7 26.6 25.7 28.6 30.7 31.4 35.2 35.5 41.7 39.6

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition
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Children attending paid tuition

Government schools Private schools

Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 21.3 29.4 30.2 15.7 3.4 100

2 7.6 19.1 29.4 29.8 14.0 100

3 4.7 7.7 22.4 36.9 28.3 100

4 4.1 3.6 13.2 29.4 49.7 100

5 4.7 3.8 12.2 26.7 52.5 100

6 5.0 2.4 9.8 24.1 58.7 100

7 5.7 2.6 6.4 19.8 65.6 100

8 8.3 4.2 7.9 18.1 61.5 100

9 9.9 3.9 6.5 14.4 65.3 100

10 10.1 3.5 7.4 14.7 64.2 100

How to read: 19.1 % (15.7+3.4) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

1442 388 2836 51 26 427

269 136 583 37 5 417

400 186 698 38 14 305

99 33 167 2 2 22

2210 743 4284 128 47 1171

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

81.2 84.5 86.9 85.1 83.9 87.3 87.6 88.9 91.2 88.1

87.7 87.4 87.2 85.1 87.4 87.7 89.8 91.8 95.7 89.4

Others 0.6 0.3 Others 3.3 1.8

MA or above 41.9 30.0 M-Ed or above 19.8 17.3

BA 35.7 42.4 B-Ed 44.8 54.4

FA 16.7 21.8 CT 11.6 17.1

Matriculation 5.2 5.5 PTC 20.5 9.4

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Total 1331 996

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

High 112 253

Others 35 18

Primary 1006 350

Elementary 178 375

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools

Boys & Girls Boys & Girls
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*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018

Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 3 6 10 9 4 7 11 7

Useable water 67.5 74.6 83.7 83.2 88.5 89.7 96.7 81.8

Useable toilet 57.5 71.7 81.5 82.6 87.4 90.9 94.4 81.8

Playground 36.2 50.6 62.2 63.5 47.8 60.9 66.6 72.7

Boundary wall 70.3 79.9 86.1 88.0 79.6 82.0 87.5 72.7

Library 0.0 23.0 53.0 55.1 0.0 38.6 59.3 59.1

Computer lab 0.0 8.9 44.8 49.1 0.0 20.1 52.5 22.7

# of schools reported receiving grants 1156 208 278 0* 15 18 7 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 46.7 40.5 44.6 - 3.5 4.3 2.3 -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 110,278.6
   

146,185.1
   

294,061.1
   

- 153,787.1
   

375,922.2
   

189,678.6
   

-

# of schools reported receiving grants 569 101 149 0* 10 9 7 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 23.0 19.7 23.9 - 2.3 2.2 2.3 -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 62,574.4
     

94,229.9
     

132,031.1
   

- 306,642.6
   

366,572.2
   

38,714.3
     

-

2
0
1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0
1
8
**
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50.3 4.8 2.5 49.7 27.4 62.1 65.2 81.5 78.0 91.7 72.8

27.9 27.8 16.9 3.9 4.1 28.3 30.0 59.9 40.1 34.2 43.2

40.3 9.2 5.5 32.7 12.4 52.4 56.8 80.1 57.7 62.6 63.1

61.7 9.5 4.5 45.8 39.1 71.3 60.2 64.4 74.5 63.2 56.8

29.8 13.5 8.4 23.8 7.4 54.6 57.0 80.4 57.9 54.9 69.3

22.8 27.6 17.4 15.9 6.4 44.9 51.5 72.1 45.7 36.0 60.8

51.6 10.6 5.2 24.8 20.4 56.6 53.4 69.5 68.6 64.5 60.0

43.5 14.0 7.6 9.2 7.2 32.3 36.0 44.0 42.7 25.0 31.8

36.6 16.8 9.8 19.7 12.0 44.4 45.1 65.2 56.1 52.3 52.5
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Findings Summary

Class

 

Ques�on 1

 

Ques�on 2

 

Ques�on 3

 

Can Name

 

Male
 

Female
 

Male
 

Female
 

Male
 

Female
 

Male
 

Female
 

1
 

25.3
 

23.3
 

18.9
 

17.1
 

17.4
 

15.4
 

44.0
 

41.0
 

2
 

39.9
 

39.6
 

29.5
 

29.0
 

27.7
 

26.8
 

45.1
 

40.9
 

3
 

49.9
 

48.7
 

40.0
 

40.1
 

37.4
 

37.5
 

49.1
 

48.7
 

4
 

62.5
 

59.5
 

55.6
 

53.6
 

52.4
 

51.5
 

53.0
 

51.5
 

5
 

69.7
 

66.5
 

64.4
 

62.3
 

62.1
 

60.6
 

50.7
 

52.0
 

6 74.9 69.0 70.8 66.0  68.4  64.5  54.4  45.8  

7 77.9 73.2 74.4 70.2  72.2  68.8  61.6  60.8  

8 80.3 76.8 78.8 74.9  77.2  73.4  55.2  59.6  

9 82.4 78.4 80.8 76.7  79.6  75.7  68.9  53.8  

10 83.3 82.8 81.9 81.3  81.1  80.7  67.0  73.2  

         

Child Age 

  
Ques�on 1

 
Ques�on 2

 
Ques�on 3

 
Can Name

 
Male

 
Female

 
Male

 
Female

 
Male

 
Female

 
Male

 
Female

 
10

 
16.7

 
6.4

 
15.3

 
5.2

 
14.9

 
4.8

 
50.0

 
26.0

 
11

 
22.1

 
5.2

 
20.6

 
3.9

 
18.1

 
3.5

 
48.8

 
30.3

 
12

 
23.4

 
7.9

 
19.3

 
7.2

 
17.5

 
7.0

 
57.7

 
31.3

 
13

 
20.8

 
8.7

 
19.8

 
8.0

 
18.0

 
8.0

 
62.5

 
35.6

 14
 

21.1
 

7.9
 

18.7
 

7.4
 

17.3
 

7.3
 

50.0
 

47.3
 15

 

21.7

 

11.7

 

20.1

 

10.4

 

17.1

 

10.1

 

48.4

 

36.9

 16 23.2 10.6 21.3 10.6 19.2 9.7 50.0 46.9

FINDINGS GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

* Children aged 5-16 were tested for the Arithme�c sec�on of General Knowledge tool.
** Children who were at atleast “word level” in English were asked to a�empt English General Knowledge tool
1. Smaller and greater number recogni�on in 1-digit and 2-digit numbers 
2. 1-digit and 2-digit addi�on and subtrac�on word problems 
3. Picture recogni�on with name 

English**Arithme�c (Word Problem) *

1 2 2 3

English**Arithme�c (Word Problem) *

1 2 2 3
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Sample Composition
· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 154 rural 

districts of Pakistan. This covered 89,966 
households in 4527 villages across the country. 

· Detailed information was collected on 260,069 
children (56% males, 44% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 196,253 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 4,284 government schools 
(66% primary, 14% elementary, 16% high, 4% 
others) and 1,171 private schools (36% primary, 36% 
elementary, 26% high, 2% others) were surveyed.

 
· 52% of the government schools were boys only, 17% 

were girls only, and 31% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 11% were boys only, 4% 
were girls only and 85% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has decreased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 17% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has decreased compared to previous 
year (19%).10% children have never been enrolled 
in a school and 7% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 83% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 77% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 23% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (20% private schools, 
3% Madrassah, 0% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 39% were girls and 61% were boys whereas 
in private schools 59% enrolled children were boys 
and 41% were girls. 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has decreased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has increased in 2018 as 
compared to 2016.

· 37% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 36% in 2016. 

· 63% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children (in class 5) have improved: 44% 
class 5 children could not read a class 2 level story in 
Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto compared to 48% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 83% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto same as in 2016.

English learning levels (in class 5) have improved: 48% class 
5 children could not read sentences (class 2 level) 
compared to 54% in 2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 95% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 85% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5) have improved: 47% 
class 5 children could not do two digit division as compared 
to 42% in 2016. 

· 72% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 85% in 2016.  

THEME 4: LEARNING LEVELS BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and 
national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency 
and reliability across provinces and over time.
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· 67% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  a t  l e a s t  s t o r y  i n  
Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto as compared to 54% class 5 
children enrolled in government schools. 

· English learning levels of private schools children 
were better than public schools. 68% private school 
children can read at least sentences in class 5 
whereas only 49% government school children can 
do the same. 

· Arithmetic learning levels of private schools 
children were better than public schools.63% 
children enrolled in private schools (class 5) were 
able to do division when compared to only 51% class 
5 children enrolled in government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 47% of boys and 43% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto. 

· 44% boys could read at least English words while 
36% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 43% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 39% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN
More than 10% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 8% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto, 3% could 
read sentences in English, and 7% children were able 
to do two-digit division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
33% of mothers and 52% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
67% had not completed primary education.

· 48% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
28% compared to 8% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 5% children enrolled in class 1 
take private tuition whereas 18% children in class 10 
take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
43% of surveyed government schools and 23% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 43% of the surveyed government 
schools and 23% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 5% of surveyed government schools and 9% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.

THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
16% children in surveyed government schools and 12% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 84% whereas it was 88% in 
surveyed private schools.

13% teachers in surveyed government schools and 11% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.
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Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 87% whereas it was 89% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 36% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 42% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 45% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 54% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed private high schools had 
computer labs than surveyed government high schools.

· 45% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 53% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 53% had 
computer labs and 59% had a library. 

42% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 32% were without drinking water.

· 42% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 46% in 
2016. 13% of the surveyed private primary schools 
were missing toilet facility in 2018 as compared to 
16% in 2016. 

· 32% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
40% in 2016. Similarly, 11% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 as compared to 15% in 2016. 

30% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 64% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 70% had complete boundary walls 
compared to 65% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 80% of the surveyed private primary 
schools have complete boundary walls as compared 
to 81% in 2016. 

· 36% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 48% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

10 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 10 rooms were being used for 
classroom activities in the surveyed government 
high schools, same as in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 11 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities same as in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
47% of the government primary schools and 4% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 1156 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 15 surveyed 
private primary schools.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has increased since last year. 47% 
government primary schools received grants in 
2018 as compared to 37% in 2016.
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SCHOOLS

HOUSEHOLD 

WHATSAPP
44.0

%

SMS 
67.0

%

SMS

68.0
%

POSSESSION 
OF MOBILE 
PHONE

GOVT. SCHOOLS PVT. SCHOOLS

*Only for Primary, Middle and High Schools           **Only for High Schools         ***Only for High Schools

27.0
%

SOLAR PANELS COMPUTER/LAPTOP

%

18.0

%

17.0
%

34.0

%

21.0

SMART 
BOARDS

COMPUTER 
LABS

SOLAR PANELS*

**

SMART
BOARDS***

%

9.0
%

28.0

%

22.0

SMART 
BOARDS

COMPUTER 
LABS

SOLAR PANELS*

**

SMART
BOARDS***

Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 68% of households across all rural districts of 

Pakistan have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 44%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 67%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops18% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Pakistan,  of 27%
the sampled households use solar panels as 
an alternate energy resource.
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 70.8 2.7 4.9 0.4 16.3 4.9 100

11 - 13 63.1 3.0 5.0 0.2 12.4 16.3 100

14 - 16 44.1 2.9 4.9 0.1 18.3 29.7 100

6 - 16 64.2 2.8 4.9 0.3 15.8 11.9 100

Total 100

By Type 89.0 3.9 6.8 0.4

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 6.8 0.2 0.2 0.0 100

4 16.9 0.7 1.6 0.1 100

5 47.8 1.8 3.8 0.2 100

3 - 5 24.9 0.9 2.0 0.1 100

Total 100

By Type 89.3 3.4 7.0 0.3

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 65.1 61.0 35.9 14.2 20.7

2 34.9 29.0 50.0 48.8 29.3

3 10.0 11.0 30.4 30.5 31.8

4 3.1 5.4 14.4 25.5 26.2

5 1.2 3.8 15.7 23.2

6 1.4 2.4 9.2

7 0.0 3.3

8 1.7 25.9

9 17.5

10 11.2

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 78.8% (70.8+2.7+4.9+0.4) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 7.2% (6.8+0.2+0.2+0.0) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

23.4

24.3

7.8

2.9

27.8

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

27.9 72.1

92.8

80.7

46.4

72.1

72.2

Age Class Composition

Total

13.6

22.8

19.5

13.1

11.0

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

25.3

19.4

100

55.3

6.9

4.9

4.2

2.5

1.5

24.6
36.5

41.6
51.5

44.7
45.5

0.0

100

0.0
10.0

3.1
1.2

1.4
0.0

1.7

21.7

15.7

9.3

1.9

100

27.7

17.3

8.2

2.1

64 63

36 37
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Enrollment by gender and type of school 6 to 16 years

Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 25.3 61.4 12.5 0.9 0.0 100

2 6.4 51.1 35.8 6.0 0.8 100

3 3.3 12.0 56.3 24.3 4.0 100

4 2.0 6.4 31.0 36.2 24.4 100

5 1.2 3.8 15.3 39.6 40.1 100

6 1.3 3.4 8.8 34.5 52.0 100

7 1.4 2.2 4.1 21.4 70.9 100

8 1.0 2.5 3.7 14.0 78.9 100

9 0.2 2.6 2.3 3.8 91.1 100

10 1.3 4.0 3.2 6.1 85.5 100

Capital Small

1 35.9 48.7 13.6 1.8 0.0 100

2 14.3 45.2 31.4 8.9 0.2 100

3 10.9 14.1 45.0 28.7 1.3 100

4 12.7 7.2 26.4 34.6 19.1 100

5 12.6 4.6 17.1 31.5 34.2 100

6 20.9 2.7 7.5 29.0 39.9 100

7 19.1 1.5 3.7 22.8 52.9 100

8 17.0 1.9 3.0 13.9 64.2 100

9 16.5 2.0 1.1 7.4 72.9 100

10 12.7 1.9 2.9 6.7 75.8 100

Learning levels (Urdu)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 0.9 % (0.9+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 1.8 % (1.8+0) children of class 1 can read words

74

28
40

84

35
46
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Class 1: Can read
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Class 3: Can read
at least sentences

Class 5: Can read
at least story

%
 C

h
il

d
re

n

Learning levels by school type Urdu

Government Private
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Government Private
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Children who can read story Urdu Learning levels by gender Urdu Learning levels: out-of-school children Urdu

Children who can read English sentences Learning levels by gender English Learning levels: out-of-school children English
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 1.7 3.5 4.7 5.1 3.6 3.7 3.6 3.8 6.0 5.4

Pvt. 19.2 21.3 19.3 22.0 10.4 20.2 16.9 14.5 5.6 23.1

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition

11
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43 51
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Children attending paid tuition

Government schools Private schools

Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 17.3 49.2 23.9 9.0 0.6 100

2 4.4 31.6 40.2 20.1 3.7 100

3 2.4 6.5 31.2 48.5 11.4 100

4 1.7 4.0 16.4 41.4 36.5 100

5 2.1 2.8 12.3 39.7 43.2 100

6 2.1 2.7 12.7 31.3 51.2 100

7 2.3 2.6 7.9 22.6 64.6 100

8 3.1 6.8 13.5 20.0 56.6 100

9 2.7 3.4 8.2 18.4 67.3 100

10 2.3 9.2 13.8 29.9 44.8 100

How to read: 9.6 % (9+0.6) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total

32

60

44

62
69
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Class 1: Can
recognize at least
numbers (10-99)

Class 3: Can at
least do subtraction

Class 5: Can at
least do division
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Learning levels by school type Arithmetic

Government Private
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

364 55 688 3 1 23

75 15 133 3 0 20

99 26 149 4 0 16

2 0 6 0 0 0

540 96 976 10 1 59

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

79.1 75.4 81.0 73.2 79.1 88.4 87.0 90.2 - 88.8

92.5 84.8 82.7 100 88.8 95.9 86.0 92.1 - 92.0

Boys & Girls

340

Others 0.6 0* Others 1.8 9.7

MA or above

Number of surveyed schools by type

Attendance (%) on the day of visit

0

48

43.1

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Matriculation 9.1 23.7 PTC 49.2

Private schools

Government schools Private schools

36.1

FA 42.0 21.1 CT 7.6 4.2

BA 31.6 44.7 B-Ed 29.4

19

17

12

16.7 10.5 M-Ed or above 12.0 6.9

Government schools

Boys & Girls

Primary

Elementary

High 

Others

Total

269
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85 7
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Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 2 6 10 2 5 8 11 -

Useable water 30.5 44.4 63.1 0* 95.7 90.0 93.8 -

Useable toilet 11.3 35.3 55.7 0* 100 90.0 93.8 -

Playground 5.8 14.3 33.6 0* 8.7 35.0 68.8 -

Boundary wall 39.4 72.2 77.9 16.7 91.3 90.0 93.8 -

Library 0.0 3.8 22.8 0* 0.0 25.0 37.5 -

Computer lab 0.0 0* 6.0 0* 0.0 15.0 31.2 -

# of schools reported receiving grants 10 3 3 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 1.9 3.2 2.6 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 1,652.5       13,433.3     3,333.3       - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 31 10 22 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 6.0 10.6 18.8 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 3,775.9
       

31,301.4
     

26,459.5
     

- - - - -

2
0
1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools
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13.0 24.6 13.2 0.1 0.8 21.2 10.3 84.2 16.3 5.3 83.9

7.8 22.1 12.8 18.2 4.9 23.4 67.9 81.9 55.8 75.3 50.0

5.7 28.2 19.0 0.0 1.2 2.1 1.8 44.0 11.9 1.1 39.0
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15.2 26.9 21.8 0.6 0.0 4.8 3.8 76.0 43.5 6.8 80.0

24.3 46.1 23.3 2.5 1.8 18.9 7.6 24.9 25.0 7.4 3.8

10.0 11.2 8.2 12.9 6.6 6.4 20.2 52.3 9.3 15.6 38.1

10.0 28.2 19.9 0.3 1.7 4.6 2.6 36.9 2.0 1.3 18.4

23.0 48.5 25.3 11.8 3.5 64.7 39.4 78.1 78.8 38.9 75.0

6.0 24.1 17.0 0.1 2.7 0.7 0.5 54.4 4.7 2.9 21.4

37.0 10.7 6.3 5.9 6.8 69.1 80.6 75.4 70.1 63.2 65.1

41.6 30.6 14.6 3.8 6.2 32.5 35.7 56.9 25.3 26.1 36.6

36.7 27.4 15.2 9.4 2.1 32.4 27.7 48.3 35.5 35.4 34.9

33.8 19.7 16.1 1.2 6.3 55.9 61.9 81.0 84.8 79.8 79.5

33.4 21.1 13.5 1.7 20.4 39.5 56.4 74.2 84.1 82.0 65.4

25.1 32.5 20.6 11.3 10.7 20.3 25.8 51.6 22.3 18.4 26.5
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 34 rural districts 
of Balochistan. This covered 19,991 households in 
1007 villages throughout the province. 

· Detailed information was collected on 67,818 
children (56% males, 44% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 47,325 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 976 government schools 
(70% primary, 14% elementary, 15% high, 1% 
others) and 59 private schools (39% primary, 34% 
elementary, 27% high, 0% others) were surveyed.

· 55% of the government schools were boys only, 10% 
were girls only, and 35% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 17% were boys only, 2% 
were girls only and 81% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has decreased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 28% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has decreased compared to previous 
year (35%).  16% children have never been enrolled 
in a school and 12% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 72% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 89% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 11% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (4% private schools, 
7% Madrassah, 0% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 36% were girls and 64% were boys whereas 
in private schools 63% enrolled children were boys 
and 37% were girls. 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has decreased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has increased in 2018 as 
compared to 2016.

· 28% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 22% in 2016. 

· 72% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children (in class 5) have decreased 
slightly: 60% class 5 children could not read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu compared to 58% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 96% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu the same as in 2016.

English learning levels (in class 5) have deteriorated: 66% 
class 5 children could not read sentences (class 2 level) 
compared to 62% in 2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 99% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 95% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5) have improved: 57% 
class 5 children could not do two digit division as compared 
to 60% in 2016. 

· 89% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 96% in 2016.  

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 46% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 40% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

· English learning levels of private schools children 
were better than public schools. 51% private school 
children can read at least sentences in class 5 
whereas only 34% government school children can 
do the same. 

· Arithmetic learning levels of private schools 
children were better than public schools. 45% 
children enrolled in private schools (class 5) were 
able to do division when compared to only 44% class 
5 children enrolled in government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 31% of boys and 20% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 26% boys could read at least English words while 
15% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 34% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 26% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN
More than 10% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 5% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu, 2% could read sentences in 
English, and 5% children were able to do two-digit 
division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
12% of mothers and 35% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
88% had not completed primary education.

· 65% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
18% compared to 3% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 2% children enrolled in class 1 
take private tuition whereas 5% children in class 10 
take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
56% of surveyed government schools and 5% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 56% of the surveyed government 
schools and 5% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 8% of surveyed government schools and 7% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.
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THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
21% children in surveyed government schools and 11% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 79% whereas it was 89% in 
surveyed private schools.

11% teachers in surveyed government schools and 8% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.
Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 89% whereas it was 92% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 32% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 45% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 29% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 36% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed private high schools had 
computer labs than surveyed government high schools.

· 6% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 23% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 31% had 
computer labs and 38% had a library. 

89% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 69% were without drinking water.

· 89% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 similar to 2016. None of 
the surveyed private primary schools were missing 
toilet facility in 2018 as compared to 47% in 2016. 

· 69% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
86% in 2016. Similarly, 4% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 as compared to 47% in 2016. 

61% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 94% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, only 39% had complete boundary walls as 
compared to 30% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 9% of the surveyed private primary schools 
did not have complete boundary walls as compared 
to 26% in 2016. 

· 6% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 9% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

10 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 10 rooms were being used for 
classroom activities in the surveyed government 
high schools as compared to 9 rooms in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 11 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities as compared to 7 in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
2% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 10 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has decreased since last year. 2% 
government primary schools received grants in 
2018 as compared to 3% in 2016.
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Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 61% of households across all rural districts of 

Balochistan have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 37%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 64%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops11% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Balochistan,  of 30%
the sampled households use solar panels as 
an alternate energy resource.

*Insufficient Data     **Only for Primary, Middle and High Schools           ***Only for High Schools         ****Only for High Schools
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 57.6 30.7 1.2 1.5 7.9 1.0 100

11 - 13 61.2 30.0 1.1 0.5 5.1 2.1 100

14 - 16 60.3 27.2 0.7 0.2 5.7 5.9 100

6 - 16 59.2 29.7 1.0 0.9 6.7 2.5 100

Total 100

By Type 65.2 32.7 1.1 1.0

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 7.4 3.3 0.1 0.2 100

4 22.5 12.7 1.0 1.4 100

5 43.4 23.6 1.1 2.0 100

3 - 5 25.0 13.5 0.7 1.2 100

Total 100

By Type 61.9 33.4 1.8 3.0

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 81.8 56.5 43.2 20.4 10.5

2 18.2 29.6 31.1 34.6 21.2

3 13.9 18.6 27.1 29.2 21.8

4 7.0 13.2 19.9 31.7 23.3

5 4.7 14.7 19.6 24.9

6 4.5 8.7 16.3

7 0.0 8.7

8 2.7 20.7

9 27.7

10 22.3

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 91.0% (57.6+30.7+1.2+1.5) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 11.0% (7.4+3.3+0.1+0.2) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

20.9

26.5

15.7

8.7

9.2

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

40.3 59.7

89.1

62.5

30.0

59.7

90.8

Age Class Composition

Total

13.0

12.8

13.1

12.7

11.6

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

25.9

39.8

100

34.3

9.8

7.6

7.8

6.4

5.2

18.2
23.9

28.2
28.8

28.8
29.3

0.0

100

0.0
13.9

7.0
4.7

4.5
0.0

2.7

21.9

23.9

17.5

7.9

100

17.9

25.3

19.5

8.5

58 58
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Enrollment by gender and type of school 6 to 16 years

Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 13.9 53.6 29.3 3.2 0.0 100

2 4.1 23.2 49.7 16.6 6.4 100

3 2.3 9.2 36.1 34.2 18.1 100

4 1.2 3.5 17.5 33.3 44.4 100

5 1.5 2.6 9.9 28.3 57.7 100

6 0.7 1.2 3.2 18.8 76.1 100

7 0.3 0.8 3.2 14.0 81.7 100

8 0.5 0.7 2.4 8.9 87.5 100

9 0.5 0.2 1.6 4.3 93.4 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.4 4.5 95.1 100

Capital Small

1 20.4 22.6 38.3 18.8 0.0 100

2 12.3 8.7 37.9 38.2 2.9 100

3 12.1 5.1 26.0 44.9 11.9 100

4 12.1 1.9 11.2 28.6 46.1 100

5 11.8 1.0 5.3 19.3 62.6 100

6 9.7 0.4 3.3 11.7 75.0 100

7 11.5 0.2 2.0 9.6 76.6 100

8 13.2 0.1 1.4 5.5 79.8 100

9 12.2 0.3 0.7 2.8 83.9 100

10 16.8 0.0 0.0 3.4 79.7 100

Learning levels (Urdu)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 3.2 % (3.2+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 18.8 % (18.8+0) children of class 1 can read words

85

50 56

89

60 61
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Learning levels by school type Urdu
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Children who can read English sentences Learning levels by gender English Learning levels: out-of-school children English
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 5.2 6.9 4.3 5.6 7.0 6.4 8.1 7.9 10.9 10.4

Pvt. 17.0 24.6 22.4 22.8 21.3 26.9 30.2 31.1 34.6 28.1

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition

45
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Children attending paid tuition

Government schools Private schools

Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 11.1 18.8 44.8 21.0 4.4 100

2 3.5 8.1 24.7 42.8 21.0 100

3 2.8 3.5 13.6 34.7 45.4 100

4 1.9 1.8 7.8 24.3 64.2 100

5 5.5 1.9 4.9 24.5 63.1 100

6 3.2 0.0 3.6 24.6 68.5 100

7 4.2 1.2 1.2 21.1 72.3 100

8 6.5 1.6 2.4 17.9 71.5 100

9 3.9 3.9 2.6 11.7 77.9 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.6 86.4 100

How to read: 25.4 % (21+4.4) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total
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recognize at least
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Class 3: Can at
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Class 5: Can at
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Learning levels by school type Arithmetic

Government Private
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

41 16 120 6 7 58

15 12 70 3 0 42

28 24 73 1 1 46

11 8 32 1 0 9

95 60 295 11 8 155

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

89.8 92.9 90.4 92.6 91.2 90.1 89.6 90.2 83.5 89.7

87.8 89.5 87.6 82.9 87.7 91.4 90.8 91.2 96.3 91.3

Others 0.0 0.0 Others 0.5 1.5

MA or above 37.4 25.5 M-Ed or above 21.5 11.0

BA 44.0 50.3 B-Ed 63.7 58.6

FA 14.3 21.7 CT 10.6 24.7

Matriculation 4.3 2.5 PTC 3.7 4.2

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Total 140 136

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

High 21 44

Others 13 8

Primary 63 45

Elementary 43 39

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools

Boys & Girls Boys & Girls
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*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018
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Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 3 7 10 8 4 8 11 7

Useable water 52.5 72.9 82.2 75.0 63.8 76.2 100 55.6

Useable toilet 56.7 71.4 79.5 65.6 56.9 90.5 100 55.6

Playground 41.7 62.9 80.8 62.5 29.3 66.7 69.6 77.8

Boundary wall 63.3 78.6 78.1 81.2 63.8 78.6 84.8 55.6

Library 0.0 22.9 53.4 40.6 0.0 38.1 80.4 44.4

Computer lab 0.0 7.1 39.7 43.8 0.0 26.2 63.0 33.3

# of schools reported receiving grants 29 4 10 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 24.4 5.7 13.7 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 44,403.4     40,000.0     150,700.0   - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 43 21 26 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 36.1 30.0 35.6 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 18,747.9
     

37,154.8
     

112,347.7
   

- - - - -

2
0
1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0
1
8
**
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40.3 9.2 5.5 32.7 12.4 52.4 56.8 80.1 57.7 62.6 63.1

51.4 4.1 2.2 25.0 11.5 43.1 51.3 65.8 49.6 51.4 43.3

25.3 42.6 28.6 7.1 3.0 48.1 25.8 95.9 46.8 40.8 56.8

35.0 6.0 4.1 28.5 16.6 20.5 26.4 59.3 42.3 36.5 56.6

56.9 0.5 0.2 62.0 7.7 72.9 62.1 70.5 65.7 72.3 65.7

49.2 8.6 3.2 41.2 5.0 76.1 68.4 87.9 78.3 78.4 70.0

80.6 0.6 0.2 57.9 27.2 64.9 77.1 91.1 52.5 79.1 77.4

26.2 5.7 3.3 12.4 12.0 41.3 70.7 79.6 43.8 60.3 70.7

62.3 3.0 1.1 15.3 11.6 60.9 62.5 96.9 94.8 88.3 100.0

25.7 6.9 4.2 25.6 8.7 52.4 64.4 77.4 57.7 57.6 64.9

28.8 5.2 2.6 47.4 16.7 46.8 67.6 81.6 48.2 56.1 65.4
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 10 rural districts 
of Gilgit-Baltistan. This covered 5,862 households in 
299 villages throughout the region. 

· Detailed information was collected on 16,979 
children (55% males, 45% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 13,003 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 295 government schools 
(41% primary, 24% elementary, 25% high, 11% 
others) and 155 private schools (37% primary, 27% 
elementary, 30% high, 6% others) were surveyed.

· 32% of the government schools were boys only, 20% 
were girls only, and 47% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 7% were boys only, 5% 
were girls only and 88% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has decreased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 9% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has decreased compared to 2016 
(13%).  7% children have never been enrolled in a 
school and 2% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 91% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 65% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 35% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (33% private schools, 
1% Madrassah, 1% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in both government 
and private schools, 58% were girls and 42% were 
boys.

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has decreased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Proportion of enrolled children has decreased as compared 
to 2016.

· 40% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 41% in 2016. 

· 60% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS

Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children have improved: 42% class 5 
children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu 
compared to 47% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 82% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu compared to 84% in the 2016. 

English learning levels have improved: 37% class 5 children 
could not read sentences (class 2 level) compared to 42% in 
2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 88% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 82% 
in the 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels have improved: 37% class 5 
children could not do two digit division as compared to 45% 
in 2016. 

· 55% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 82% in 2016.  
  

T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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· 61% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compare d 
to 56% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

· English learning levels of private schools children 
were better than public schools. 68% private school 
children can read at least sentences in class 5 
whereas only 61% government school children can 
do the same. 

· In arithmetic, 65% children enrolled in private 
schools (class 5) were able to do division when 
compared to 63% class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP

Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 57% of boys and 54% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu.  

· 56% boys could read at least English words while 
50% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 53% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 47% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

More than 10% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 5% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu, 3% could read sentences in 
English, and 4% children were able to do two-digit 
division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
32% of mothers and 56% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
68% had not completed primary education.

· 44% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall tuition in private schools is 24% 
compared to 7% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies with class-level. For example, in government 
schools, 5% children enrolled in class 1 take private 
tuition whereas 10% children in class 10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
30% of surveyed government schools and 25% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 30% of the surveyed government 
schools and 25% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 6% of surveyed government schools and 4% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.

THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
9% children in surveyed government schools and 10% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 91% same as in surveyed private 
schools (90%)
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12% teachers in surveyed government schools and 9% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.

 Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 88% whereas it was 91% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION
More qualified teachers in surveyed private schools as 
compared to surveyed government schools.

· 44% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 50% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 64% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 59% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed private high schools had 
library books than surveyed government high schools.

· 40% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 53% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 63% had 
computer labs and 80% had a library. 

43% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 48% were without drinking water.

· 43% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 52% in 
2016. Similarly, 43% surveyed private primary 
schools were missing toilet facility in 2018 as 
compared to 30% in 2016. 

· 48% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
59% in 2016. Similarly, 37% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 as compared to 23% in 2016. 

37% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 58% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 63% had complete boundary walls as 
compared to 55% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 36% of the surveyed private primary 
schools did not have complete boundary walls as 
compared to 34% in 2016. 

· 42% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 29% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

10 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 10 rooms were being used for 
classroom activities in the surveyed government 
high schools as compared to 11 in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 11 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities same as in 2016 (11). 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
24% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 29 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has decreased since last year.  24% 
government primary school received grants in 2018 
as compared to 36% in 2016.
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SCHOOLS

HOUSEHOLD 

WHATSAPP
44.0

%

SMS 
79.0

%

SMS

74.0
%

POSSESSION 
OF MOBILE 
PHONE

GOVT. SCHOOLS PVT. SCHOOLS

14.0
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SOLAR PANELS COMPUTER/LAPTOP

%

23.0
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45.0
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3.0
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23.0
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**

SMART
BOARDS***

Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 74% of households across all rural districts of 

Gilgit-Bal�stan have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 44%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 79%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops23% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Gilgit-Bal�stan, 
14% of the sampled households use solar 
panels as an alternate energy resource.

*Insufficient Data     **Only for Primary, Middle and High Schools           ***Only for High Schools         ****Only for High Schools
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*

*

*

*

*

*
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 47.1 43.5 0.5 0.7 6.0 2.2 100

11 - 13 45.6 44.8 1.6 0.4 2.4 5.2 100

14 - 16 52.3 32.3 0.5 0.0 5.9 9.1 100

6 - 16 47.8 41.4 0.8 0.5 5.1 4.4 100

Total 100

By Type 52.8 45.8 0.8 0.5

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 2.2 31.1 0.0 1.1 100

4 12.0 50.9 0.0 0.0 100

5 20.7 65.2 1.1 0.0 100

3 - 5 11.7 49.3 0.3 0.3 100

Total 100

By Type 19.0 79.9 0.6 0.6

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 66.7 54.5 27.8 9.4 5.1

2 33.3 32.7 37.8 40.6 13.9

3 12.7 30.0 34.9 31.6 20.2

4 4.4 9.4 36.7 33.3 16.7

5 5.7 10.1 31.0 34.8

6 2.5 8.5 24.2

7 0.0 6.1

8 3.0 20.9

9 34.3

10 26.9

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

7.0
15.2

12.9
12.5

12.1
17.9

0.0

100

0.0
12.7

4.4
5.7

2.5
0.0

3.0

22.5

35.0

25.0

5.0

100

16.7

37.9

30.3

3.0

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

55.8

27.9

100

16.3

10.2

7.6

8.3

7.8

3.5

9.5

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

61.7 38.3

65.6

37.0

13.0

38.3

90.5

Age Class Composition

Total

9.7

14.1

15.0

11.9

11.8

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 91.8% (47.1+43.5+0.5+0.7) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 34.4% (2.2+31.1+0.0+1.1) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

18.8

36.6

22.8

8.9
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Enrollment by gender and type of school 6 to 16 years

Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 20.0 20.0 47.7 12.3 0.0 100

2 14.7 8.3 27.5 27.5 22.0 100

3 9.0 5.7 13.9 32.0 39.3 100

4 9.4 4.2 12.5 18.8 55.2 100

5 6.4 2.1 1.1 16.0 74.5 100

6 11.1 0.0 2.5 1.2 85.2 100

7 10.0 0.0 0.0 6.7 83.3 100

8 5.6 0.0 0.0 7.0 87.3 100

9 10.8 0.0 0.0 1.5 87.7 100

10 7.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 92.6 100

Capital Small

1 32.9 5.3 22.4 39.5 0.0 100

2 34.7 5.0 8.9 47.5 4.0 100

3 27.7 3.6 8.4 36.1 24.1 100

4 27.5 1.2 5.0 16.2 50.0 100

5 5.3 2.6 0.0 28.9 63.2 100

6 19.8 1.1 0.0 2.2 76.9 100

7 20.3 0.0 0.0 5.8 73.9 100

8 9.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 90.7 100

9 16.9 0.0 0.0 1.4 81.7 100

10 18.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 81.2 100

How to read: 39.5 % (39.5+0) children of class 1 can read words

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

Learning levels (Urdu)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 12.3 % (12.3+0) children of class 1 can read sentences
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 26.3 31.9 33.3 37.9 43.5 40.0 35.9 32.4 23.8 13.3

Pvt. 30.9 41.1 48.6 44.7 56.4 51.4 48.0 66.7 72.0 71.4

Paid Tuition
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Children attending paid tuition
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Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 21.5 15.4 29.2 29.2 4.6 100

2 19.3 9.1 6.8 33.0 31.8 100

3 15.1 8.2 12.3 16.4 47.9 100

4 25.0 0.0 13.6 27.3 34.1 100

5 13.5 0.0 13.5 16.2 56.8 100

6 43.5 0.0 4.3 0.0 52.2 100

7 30.4 0.0 4.3 4.3 60.9 100

8 20.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 70.0 100

9 41.2 0.0 11.8 0.0 47.1 100

10 28.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 71.4 100

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total

How to read: 33.8 % (29.2+4.6) children of class 1 can do subtraction
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

0 2 4 0 0 4

1 3 5 0 0 6

2 4 6 0 0 7

0 2 2 0 0 2

3 11 17 0 0 19

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

85.2 87.8 89.2 86.0 88.3 89.8 88.6 75.4 94.0 82.6

78.8 91.1 66.7 100 82.0 56.7 66.7 85.7 100 70.3

Others 1.9 0.0 Others 0.0 0.0

MA or above 71.7 12.5 M-Ed or above 12.2 17.9

BA 23.6 65.6 B-Ed 83.8 66.7

FA 0.9 21.9 CT 1.4 12.8

Matriculation 1.9 0.0 PTC 2.7 2.6

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Total 3 19

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

High 0 7

Others 0 2

Primary 2 4

Elementary 1 6

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools
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24
12

5
16

0

20

40

60

80

100

Class 2 Class 8

%
 S

c
h

o
o

ls

Multi grade teaching

Government Private

75

50

75

100

75

50

75

100

0

20

40

60

80

100

Playground Boundary wall Playground Boundary wall

Government Private

%
 P

ri
m

a
ry

 S
c
h

o
o

ls

2016 2018

75

50

100 100

75 75

100 100

0

20

40

60

80

100

Toilet Water Toilet Water

Government Private

%
 P

ri
m

a
ry

 S
c
h

o
o

ls

2016 2018

Playground and boundary wall facility in primary schools Water and toilet facility in primary schools

*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018

Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 4 10 14 8 6 7 14 6

Useable water 75.0 60.0 83.3 100 100 100 100 100

Useable toilet 75.0 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Playground 75.0 40.0 50.0 50.0 75.0 83.3 71.4 100

Boundary wall 50.0 60.0 83.3 100 100 100 100 100

Library 0.0 40.0 16.7 100 0.0 33.3 14.3 100

Computer lab 0.0 20.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 66.7 71.4 0.0

# of schools reported receiving grants 0* 0* 0* 0* 1 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 0* 0* 0* - 25.0 0* 0* -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) - - - - 30,000.0     - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 1 0* 0* 0* 1 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 25.0 0* 0* - 25.0 0* 0* -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 55,000.0
     

- - - 30,000.0
     

- - -

2
0
1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0
1
8
**
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in the rural areas 
of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). This covered 
590 households in 30 villages throughout the 
territory. 

· Detailed information was collected on 1,392 
children (55% males, 45% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 1,052 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 17 government schools 
(24% primary, 29% elementary, 35% high, 12% 
others) and 19 private schools (21% primary, 32% 
elementary, 37% high, 11% others) were surveyed.

· 18% of the government schools were boys only, 65% 
were girls only, and 18% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 0% were boys only, 0% 
were girls only and 100% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 10% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased compared to 2016 (6%). 
5% children have never been enrolled in a school 
and 5% have dropped out of school for various 
reasons. 

· 90% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 53% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 47% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (46% private schools, 
1% Madrassah, 0% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 49% were girls and 51% were boys whereas 
in private schools (60% enrolled children were boys 
and 40% were girls). 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has increased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has increased as compared 
to 2016.

· 62% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 61% in 2016. 

· 39% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children have deteriorated slightly: 25% 
class 5 children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu 
compared to 24% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 61% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu compared to 71% in 2016. 

English learning levels have improved: 37% class 5 children 
could not read sentences (class 2 level) compared to 43% in 
2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 76% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 86% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels have improved: 43% class 5 
children could not do two digit division as compared to 51% 
in 2016. 

· 52% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 93% in 2016.  

  

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in government schools are performing 
better compared to their private counterparts. 

· 65% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 86% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

· 48% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas 82% government 
school children can do the same. 

· Similarly, in arithmetic, 57% children enrolled in 
private schools (class 5) were able to do division 
when compared to 62% class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
language and numeracy skills. 

· 63% of boys and 59% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 57% boys could read at least English words while 
52% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 45% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 44% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

More than 5% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that 3% of out-of-school children could 
read words in Urdu, 1% could read small letters in 
English, 1% could do number recognition (10-99). 

 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
64% of mothers and 77% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
36% had not completed primary education.

· 23% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall tuition in private schools is 46% 
compared to 32% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies with class-level. For example, in private 
schools, 31% children enrolled in class 1 take private 
tuition whereas 71% children in class 10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
24% of surveyed government schools and 5% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 24% of the surveyed government 
schools and 5% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 12% of surveyed government schools and 16% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.
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THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM

12% children in surveyed government schools and 17% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 88% whereas it was 83% in 
surveyed private schools.

18% teachers in surveyed government schools and 30% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.

Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 82% whereas it was 70% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

More qualified teachers in surveyed private schools as 
compared to surveyed government schools.

· 24% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 66% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 84% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 67% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed government high schools 
had a library than surveyed private high schools.

· 50% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 17% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 71% had 
computer labs and 14% had a library. 

25% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 25% were without drinking water.

· 25% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 same as in 2016. 0% 
surveyed private primary schools were missing 
toilet facility in 2018 similar to 0% in 2016. 

· 25% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
50% in 2016. 0% of the surveyed private primary 
schools did not have drinking water facility in 2018 
similar to 0% in 2016.

50% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 25% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, only 50% had complete boundary walls 
same as 50% in 2016. 

· 75% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018. 

14 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 14 rooms were being used for 
classroom activities in the surveyed government 
high schools as compared to 25 in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 14 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities as compared to 16 in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
 0% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 0 surveyed government and private primary school 
is receiving grants in 2018.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has decreased from 25% to 0 % 
from 2016 to 2018.
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SCHOOLS
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Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 93% of households across all rural Islamabad 

have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 49%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 69%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops41% 

Ÿ Across all rural Islamabad,  of the 12%
sampled households use solar panels as an 
alternate energy resource.

*Insufficient Data     **Only for Primary, Middle and High Schools           ***Only for High Schools         ****Only for High Schools
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 65.9 21.2 1.6 0.2 9.0 2.1 100

11 - 13 63.7 19.7 1.9 0.2 6.7 7.9 100

14 - 16 57.9 20.0 2.0 0.2 9.2 10.7 100

6 - 16 64.0 20.6 1.7 0.2 8.5 5.0 100

Total 100

By Type 73.9 23.8 2.0 0.2

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 2.7 1.4 0.1 0.0 100

4 12.5 6.0 0.2 0.0 100

5 43.2 19.8 0.9 0.4 100

3 - 5 20.0 9.3 0.4 0.1 100

Total 100

By Type 67.1 31.1 1.4 0.5

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 83.8 74.9 35.1 11.8 3.6

2 16.2 21.1 53.2 31.5 15.9

3 4.1 10.1 47.9 34.8 15.9

4 1.7 7.8 38.8 33.8 16.9

5 1.1 5.7 37.6 37.4

6 1.2 5.5 30.3

7 0.1 6.1

8 1.0 14.2

9 45.9

10 28.8

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 88.9% (65.9+21.2+1.6+0.2) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 4.2% (2.7+1.4+0.1+0.0) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

17.5

36.0

28.2

6.6

13.5

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

29.8 70.2

95.8

81.3

35.7

70.2

86.5

Age Class Composition

Total

13.0

15.1

15.2

12.6

11.2

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

15.8

74.6

100

9.6

8.0

6.6

6.9

5.2

6.0

7.2
8.2

11.7
14.0

13.2
11.1

0.0

100

0.0
4.1

1.7
1.1

1.2
0.1

1.0

18.6

33.6

30.3

3.6

100

13.1

44.4
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Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 19.1 46.4 30.2 4.3 0.1 100

2 4.3 21.8 44.9 16.8 12.2 100

3 1.7 8.9 34.8 28.0 26.6 100

4 1.0 4.1 24.8 31.7 38.4 100

5 1.3 2.4 12.4 26.0 57.9 100

6 0.6 1.9 8.1 24.7 64.6 100

7 1.0 1.1 4.6 14.9 78.4 100

8 1.0 0.7 2.0 9.8 86.4 100

9 1.3 0.6 1.4 5.3 91.4 100

10 1.1 0.1 0.8 2.2 95.9 100

Capital Small

1 24.2 24.5 37.4 13.9 0.0 100

2 9.3 14.8 40.0 34.9 1.0 100

3 7.8 9.6 25.5 51.7 5.3 100

4 7.8 3.9 8.4 47.1 32.8 100

5 7.1 2.7 4.4 30.9 54.9 100

6 7.5 1.2 3.0 21.3 67.1 100

7 8.3 0.8 2.2 15.4 73.4 100

8 7.9 0.7 1.3 7.3 82.8 100

9 9.0 0.6 0.9 4.3 85.2 100

10 10.0 0.1 0.5 4.0 85.4 100

Learning levels (Urdu/Pashto)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 4.4 % (4.3+0.1) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 13.9 % (13.9+0) children of class 1 can read words
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Learning levels by school type Urdu/Pashto
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 1.5 1.7 2.2 2.3 2.9 3.0 3.2 4.6 6.5 7.7

Pvt. 17.1 19.4 17.7 17.8 19.0 22.4 30.0 25.2 33.1 30.7

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition
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Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 16.9 20.3 32.9 23.4 6.4 100

2 3.7 7.8 26.1 42.1 20.3 100

3 1.9 3.1 14.7 38.6 41.8 100

4 1.7 1.8 9.2 21.7 65.6 100

5 2.1 2.6 8.4 17.6 69.3 100

6 2.7 1.0 4.0 16.7 75.6 100

7 2.9 1.3 6.1 12.0 77.6 100

8 7.9 1.7 7.9 11.4 71.2 100

9 9.4 3.1 5.0 10.0 72.5 100

10 11.0 0.8 4.7 7.9 75.6 100

How to read: 29.8 % (23.4+6.4) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

328 47 513 18 0 57

30 4 37 5 0 35

63 8 76 10 1 44

46 10 62 0 0 0

467 69 688 33 1 136

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

84.2 81.3 92.1 82.9 85.3 90.1 82.6 86.7 - 86.7

88.3 91.9 96.2 77.1 88.6 84.7 81.0 92.4 - 85.6

Others 1.9 1.4 Others 9.3 4.8

MA or above 57.3 36.4 M-Ed or above 22.8 10.5

BA 24.9 39.2 B-Ed 30.3 33.1

FA 12.1 19.4 CT 17.8 25.0

Matriculation 3.7 3.7 PTC 19.8 26.6

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Total 152 102

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

High 5 33

Others 6 0

Primary 138 39

Elementary 3 30

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools

Boys & Girls Boys & Girls
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*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018
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Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 4 3 4 8 5 8 10 -

Useable water 84.0 94.6 92.1 91.9 94.7 97.1 93.2 -

Useable toilet 88.1 100 98.7 96.8 96.5 100 95.5 -

Playground 31.2 24.3 27.6 66.1 59.6 65.7 75.0 -

Boundary wall 88.3 94.6 97.4 96.8 96.5 97.1 100 -

Library 0.0 10.8 82.9 64.5 0.0 51.4 65.9 -

Computer lab 0.0 5.4 42.1 51.6 0.0 22.9 54.5 -

# of schools reported receiving grants 98 6 13 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 20.2 17.1 18.1 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 110,033.4   162,573.7   190,579.3   - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 346 20 51 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 71.2 57.1 70.8 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 176,342.6
   

119,737.5
   

344,497.6
   

- - - - -

2
0
1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0
1
8
**
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29.8 13.5 8.4 23.8 7.4 54.6 57.0 80.4 57.9 54.9 69.3

62.1 4.0 1.8 35.4 11.2 44.7 62.8 80.4 60.4 50.0 82.8

13.4 16.2 9.0 16.4 1.2 76.8 86.0 97.6 68.2 73.0 95.3

41.1 17.9 15.7 11.4 1.1 80.6 77.8 95.3 88.4 88.5 90.0

17.3 4.4 2.4 20.1 5.2 25.7 57.0 93.1 39.1 54.3 93.8

10.9 2.6 1.7 23.3 2.1 96.2 70.1 98.8 90.0 74.7 87.2

65.7 2.8 1.5 30.0 24.6 38.4 44.0 81.0 27.8 23.8 41.8

26.4 28.1 15.9 12.0 5.4 55.6 55.9 81.5 65.2 55.7 86.0

8.7 29.4 15.6 5.8 1.3 49.7 65.3 97.1 96.2 65.8 83.3

49.4 1.5 0.8 31.1 10.7 68.5 74.0 73.3 71.2 67.9 37.8

40.7 6.6 4.9 35.3 20.4 42.5 43.0 64.5 53.2 57.9 64.3

8.2 39.6 23.4 7.7 3.2 48.5 56.7 98.3 56.5 73.9 93.8

14.6 43.7 29.1 9.8 2.1 40.5 66.1 80.0 26.5 27.9 75.4

36.2 9.3 7.6 6.3 4.5 78.7 28.4 55.0 50.4 37.2 70.1

54.1 4.7 3.1 33.8 10.3 68.4 50.9 58.0 66.1 63.5 52.4

15.5 3.0 1.5 32.0 6.8 20.2 48.8 82.8 23.4 31.2 71.0

28.9 19.7 10.9 43.7 10.3 44.2 73.5 78.6 54.7 69.2 63.6

46.2 12.2 7.3 19.5 6.8 48.7 51.5 76.1 55.5 50.8 73.8

32.9 9.8 4.6 24.1 9.0 89.0 72.6 91.2 92.9 76.5 84.8

45.4 15.2 10.6 25.9 2.1 48.9 38.5 66.1 51.6 50.4 54.8

20.7 3.8 2.1 29.7 15.8 14.8 45.9 69.7 18.0 31.1 55.1

28.6 20.4 10.8 37.2 5.0 56.7 62.7 80.0 53.4 63.0 79.5

23.5 3.9 1.4 27.9 9.8 19.1 53.6 78.4 34.9 48.7 75.3

43.6 24.2 13.3 23.0 5.7 67.0 29.1 47.6 83.8 10.0 7.9

47.9 22.3 19.5 16.2 0.8 43.2 85.8 98.5 45.2 62.8 94.1

16.9 11.5 7.2 27.0 2.3 11.9 60.2 82.7 13.2 27.0 71.0
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 25 rural districts 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This covered 14,583 
households in 733 villages throughout the province. 

· Detailed information was collected on 41,912 
children (57% males, 43% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 31,189 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 688 government schools 
(75% primary, 5% elementary, 11% high, 9% others) 
and 136 private schools (42% primary, 26% 
elementary, 32% high, 0% others) were surveyed.

· 68% of the government schools were boys only, 10% 
were girls only, and 22% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 24% were boys only, 1% 
were girls only and 75% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has decreased.

· In 2018, 13% of children were reported to be out-of-
school as compared to 14% in 2016. 8% children 
have never been enrolled in a school and 5% have 
dropped out of school for various reasons. 

· 87% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 74% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 26% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (24% private schools, 
2% Madrassah, 0% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 38% were girls and 62% were boys whereas 
in private schools 64% enrolled children were boys 
and 36% were girls. 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has decreased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased as compared 
to 2016.

· 30% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 36% in 2016. 

· 70% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children have improved: 42% class 5 
children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu/Pashto 
compared to 55% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 73% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu/Pashto compared to 81% in the 
2016. 

English learning levels have improved: 45% class 5 children 
could not read sentences (class 2 level) compared to 57% in 
2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 95% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 79% 
in the 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels have improved: 31% class 5 
children could not do two digit division as compared to 56% 
in 2016. 

· 58% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 81% in 2016.  
  

T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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· 64% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu/Pashto as 
compared to 56% class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools. 

· English learning levels of private schools children 
were better than public schools. 63% private school 
children can read at least sentences in class 5 
whereas only 53% government school children can 
do the same. 

· In arithmetic, 69% children enrolled in private 
schools (class 5) were able to do division when 
compared to 70% class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 54% of boys and 48% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Pashto.  

· 54% boys could read at least English words while 
43% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 56% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 51% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

More than 10% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 14% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu/Pashto, 5% could read 
sentences in English, and 12% children were able to 
do two-digit division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
37% of mothers and 57% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
63% had not completed primary education.

· 43% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall tuition in private schools is 21% 
compared to 3% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies with class-level. For example, in government 
schools, 2% children enrolled in class 1 take private 
tuition whereas 8% children in class 10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
24% of surveyed government schools and 11% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 24% of the surveyed government 
schools and 11% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 2% of surveyed government schools and 4% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.

THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
15% children in surveyed government schools and 13% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 85% whereas it was 87% in 
surveyed private schools.
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11% teachers in surveyed government schools and 14% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.

Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 89% whereas it was 86% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION
More qualified teachers in surveyed private schools as 
compared to surveyed government schools.

· 25% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 39% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 30% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 33% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed government high schools 
had library books than surveyed private high schools.

· 42% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 83% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 55% had 
computer labs and 66% had a library. 

12% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 16% were without drinking water.

· 12% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 18% in 
2016. Similarly, 4% surveyed private primary schools 
were missing toilet facility in 2018 as compared to 
8% in 2016. 

· 16% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
15% in 2016. Similarly, 5% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 and same as in 2016. 

12% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 69% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 88% had complete boundary walls as 
compared to 86% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 4% of the surveyed private primary schools 
did not have complete boundary walls same as in 
2016. 

· 31% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 34% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

4 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 4 rooms were being used for classroom 
activities in the surveyed government high schools 
as compared to 8 in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 10 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities as compared to 15 in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
20% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 98 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has decreased since last year.  20% 
government primary school received grants in 2018 
as compared to 63% in 2016.
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SCHOOLS

HOUSEHOLD 
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OF MOBILE 
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Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 73% of households across all rural districts of 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 39%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 62%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops20% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
27% of the sampled households use solar 
panels as an alternate energy resource.
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 59.7 10.5 3.2 0.1 23.9 2.6 100

11 - 13 57.2 13.1 3.1 0.1 17.0 9.6 100

14 - 16 48.8 13.5 3.5 0.0 19.1 15.0 100

6 - 16 57.6 11.5 3.2 0.1 21.7 5.9 100

Total 100

By Type 79.5 15.9 4.5 0.1

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 2.5 0.5 0.2 0.0 100

4 11.6 1.8 0.6 0.0 100

5 39.9 7.6 2.8 0.1 100

3 - 5 18.3 3.3 1.2 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 80.0 14.6 5.2 0.1

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 79.8 62.6 30.1 9.4 4.0

2 20.2 31.3 50.0 32.4 15.7

3 6.1 16.5 42.9 29.1 17.1

4 3.4 12.4 35.1 25.1 14.4

5 2.9 12.9 34.3 30.0

6 3.3 8.5 25.9

7 0.0 11.2

8 3.3 22.5

9 33.2

10 20.2

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 73.5% (59.7+10.5+3.2+0.1) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 3.2% (2.5+0.5+0.2+0.0) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

16.9

24.6

22.7

9.2

27.6

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

22.8 77.2

96.8

86.0

49.7

77.2

72.4

Age Class Composition

Total

15.3

19.1

16.4

12.7

11.5

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

23.8

48.0

100

28.1

7.1

5.8

5.8

3.6

2.6

15.0
15.2

26.5
23.2

24.5
24.1

0.0

100

0.0
6.1

3.4
2.9

3.3
0.0

3.3

12.7

30.7
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8.5
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Enrollment by gender and type of school 6 to 16 years

Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 25.7 41.5 28.7 4.2 0.0 100

2 13.1 17.7 43.7 19.5 6.0 100

3 7.9 9.7 37.6 29.7 15.2 100

4 7.2 5.4 26.2 30.7 30.6 100

5 3.6 3.7 15.6 31.5 45.7 100

6 3.2 2.1 12.5 26.7 55.4 100

7 0.9 2.6 6.7 19.6 70.1 100

8 2.9 1.1 5.3 16.7 74.0 100

9 1.9 1.6 3.7 10.3 82.6 100

10 3.0 1.3 5.5 8.4 81.9 100

Capital Small

1 33.7 28.0 24.3 14.0 0.0 100

2 19.1 18.6 26.9 33.7 1.7 100

3 14.8 13.3 20.5 47.5 4.0 100

4 15.8 5.6 11.7 50.8 16.1 100

5 17.1 4.3 8.4 34.3 36.0 100

6 13.7 2.4 3.9 22.3 57.8 100

7 11.4 1.9 2.4 14.5 69.9 100

8 15.4 0.8 1.5 11.7 70.6 100

9 13.4 0.8 1.9 9.6 74.3 100

10 15.9 2.6 1.5 7.4 72.7 100

Learning levels (Urdu/Pashto)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 4.2 % (4.2+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 14 % (14+0) children of class 1 can read words
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46 46
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Children who can read English sentences Learning levels by gender English Learning levels: out-of-school children English
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 1.1 1.5 1.7 1.8 2.4 3.0 4.2 1.5 2.4 8.3

Pvt. 24.9 21.4 26.6 31.1 34.6 27.2 28.7 34.7 33.8 25.5

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition

37

56 61 62

0

20

40

60

80

100

Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 Class 6

%
 C

h
il

d
re

n

2015 2016 2018

49
33

0

20

40

60

80

100

Boys Girls

%
 C

h
il

d
re

n

Who can at least do subtraction

72

7 6 6 9

0

20

40

60

80

100

Beginner Number
recognition

1-9

Number
recognition

10-99

Subtraction Division

%
 C

h
il

d
re

n

9

37

0

20

40

60

80

100

Mothers Fathers

%
 P

a
re

n
ts

Parents having at least primary schooling

1 2 2

28
35

28

0

20

40

60

80

100

2015 2016 2018

%
 C

h
il

d
re

n

Children attending paid tuition

Government schools Private schools

Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 23.1 21.9 31.6 17.5 6.0 100

2 11.4 11.7 22.1 31.2 23.6 100

3 8.1 5.1 14.7 34.6 37.5 100

4 8.8 2.0 8.6 24.8 55.8 100

5 8.0 3.0 7.0 21.2 60.8 100

6 7.0 1.7 11.1 18.5 61.7 100

7 4.3 2.5 2.5 20.2 70.6 100

8 14.0 5.0 6.6 16.5 57.9 100

9 10.9 3.6 9.1 12.7 63.6 100

10 14.0 4.0 10.0 18.0 54.0 100

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total

How to read: 23.5 % (17.5+6) children of class 1 can do subtraction

54
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6162 67
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

188 42 260 3 1 13

31 5 43 2 0 8

40 4 46 8 1 21

8 2 10 0 1 1

267 53 359 13 3 43

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

79.0 78.7 84.4 93.6 80.9 81.7 95.9 91.7 95.8 91.6

85.7 81.5 93.7 86 86.1 67.9 95.5 90.7 100 78.9

Others 1.6 0.0 Others 6.6 0.0

MA or above 35.1 51.9 M-Ed or above 10.7 7.4

BA 31.9 22.1 B-Ed 23.1 29.6

FA 22.9 23.4 CT 20.0 38.9

Matriculation 8.5 2.6 PTC 39.7 24.1

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Total 39 27

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

High 2 12

Others 0 0

Primary 30 9

Elementary 7 6

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools

Boys & Girls Boys & Girls
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Playground and boundary wall facility in primary schools Water and toilet facility in primary schools

*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018

Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 3 5 9 10 3 5 10 15

Useable water 62.7 72.1 71.7 60.0 100 100 85.7 100

Useable toilet 45.4 53.5 54.3 70.0 100 100 85.7 100

Playground 34.2 55.8 52.2 30.0 84.6 62.5 57.1 0.0

Boundary wall 75.4 83.7 89.1 80.0 69.2 87.5 85.7 100

Library 0.0 25.6 21.7 20.0 0.0 37.5 19.0 0.0

Computer lab 0.0 14.0 23.9 30.0 0.0 25.0 14.3 0.0

# of schools reported receiving grants 7 4 3 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 3.3 11.1 8.1 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 151,000.0   38,750.0     13,566.7     - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 29 10 3 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 13.9 27.8 8.1 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 61,051.7     131,180.0   40,666.7     - - - - -

2
0

1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0

1
8

**
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22.8 27.6 17.4 15.9 6.4 44.9 51.5 72.1 45.7 36.0 60.8

32.9 24.2 12.0 15.3 4.2 31.5 47.4 58.3 34.5 30.0 35.8

32.9 22.7 12.9 10.9 4.5 37.0 38.9 69.5 26.2 31.7 51.0

13.8 48.2 30.8 10.0 0.6 52.6 58.2 86.0 14.9 18.8 58.3

20.3 43.9 33.9 4.1 6.7 17.5 28.2 56.0 20.6 21.7 36.8

4.4 44.3 16.0 2.3 3.1 54.4 53.3 67.2 52.9 30.0 42.9

45.2 10.7 6.8 23.3 5.2 41.0 61.6 81.7 57.9 52.4 80.9

8.6 49.7 36.5 0.0 0.5 19.7 67.2 90.9 17.2 28.6 70.0

30.5 9.7 5.6 41.3 28.8 49.2 43.9 67.4 44.3 23.3 53.8

40.8 14.6 8.5 36.6 10.2 32.6 45.2 41.8 30.3 18.8 40.3

11.2 33.1 19.8 21.7 5.4 90.1 73.9 92.7 74.4 22.7 87.1

42.6 18.4 15.3 3.2 1.6 24.2 25.6 54.1 25.5 26.0 44.6

33.7 16.2 13.8 8.5 2.4 74.8 72.3 98.7 84.5 59.2 100

9.9 41.7 27.7 0.0 0.0 47.1 59.2 92.0 74.5 58.1 93.1

Kurram Agency

Mohmand Agency

North Waziristan

Orakzai Agency

South Waziristan

F.R. - D.I. Khan

F.R. - Kohat

F.R. - Lakki Marwat

F.R. - Peshawar

F.R. - Tank

Khyber Agency
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Total

Bajaur Agency

F.R. - Bannu

Findings Summary

Territory

% Children

Access Quality

(Age 6-16)
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 13 rural 
territories/regions of KP-Newly Merged Districts. 
This covered 7,395 households in 373 villages 
throughout the region. 

· Detailed information was collected on 22,276 
children (62% males, 38% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 15,965 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 359 government schools 
(72% primary, 12% elementary, 13% high, 3% 
others) and 43 private schools (30% primary, 19% 
elementary, 49% high, 2% others) were surveyed.

· 74% of the government schools were boys only, 15% 
were girls only, and 11% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 30% were boys only, 7% 
were girls only and 63% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 28% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased compared to 2016 
(16%).  22% children have never been enrolled in a 
school and 6% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 72% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 79% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 21% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (16% private schools, 
5% Madrassah, 0% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 26% were girls and 74% were boys whereas 
in private schools 78% enrolled children were boys 
and 22% were girls. 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has increased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased as compared 
to 2016.

· 23% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 38% in 2016. 

· 77% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children have improved: 54% class 5 
children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu/Pashto 
compared to 68% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 85% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu/Pashto compared to 89% in 2016. 

English learning levels have slightly improved: 64% class 5 
children could not read sentences (class 2 level) compared 
to 65% in 2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 96% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 92% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels show improvement: 39% class 5 
children could not do two digit division as compared to 65% 
in 2016. 

· 62% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 88% in 2016.  

  

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing almost 
the same as students in government schools. 

· 46% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu/Pashto 
which is similar to the percentage of class 5 children 
enrolled in government schools. 

· 31% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas 37% government 
school children can do the same. 

· In arithmetic, 61% children enrolled in private 
schools (class 5) were able to do division similar 
(61%) to those enrolled in government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP

Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 44% of boys and 27% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Pashto. 

· 43% boys could read at least English words while 
20% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 49% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 33% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

More than 10% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 5% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu/Pashto, 2% could read 
sentences in English, and 9% children were able to 
do two-digit division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
9% of mothers and 37% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
91% had not completed primary education.

· 63% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall tuition in private schools is 28% 
compared to 2% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies with class-level. For example, in government 
schools, 1% children enrolled in class 1 take private 
tuition whereas 8% children in class 10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
40% of surveyed government schools and 5% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time.

· It was found that 40% of the surveyed government 
schools and 5% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 2% of surveyed government schools and 2% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.
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THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
19% children in surveyed government schools and 8% in 
surveyed private schools were absent
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 81% whereas it was 92% in 
surveyed private schools.

14% teachers in surveyed government schools and 21% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.

Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 86% whereas it was 79% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION
More qualified teachers in surveyed government schools 
as compared to surveyed private schools.

· 32% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 22% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 23% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 30% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A higher proportion of surveyed government high schools 
had library books than surveyed private high schools.

· 24% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 22% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 14% had 
computer labs and 19% had a library.

55% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 37% were without drinking water.

· 55% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 53% in 
2016. Similarly, 0% surveyed private primary schools 
were missing toilet facility in 2018 same as in 2016. 

· 37% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
32% in 2016. Similarly, 0% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 same as in 2016. 

25% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 66% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 75% had complete boundary walls as 
compared to 78% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 31% of the surveyed private primary 
schools did not have complete boundary walls as 
compared to 12% in 2016. 

· 34% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 85% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

9 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 9 rooms were being used for classroom 
activities in the surveyed government high schools 
which was the same as in 2016.

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 10 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities as compared to 9 in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
3% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 7 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary school.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has decreased since last year. 3% 
government primary schools received grants in 
2018 as compared to 11% in 2016.
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SCHOOLS

HOUSEHOLD 

WHATSAPP
24.0

%

SMS 
57.0

%

SMS

56.0
%

POSSESSION 
OF MOBILE 
PHONE

GOVT. SCHOOLS PVT. SCHOOLS

*Only for Primary, Middle and High Schools           **Only for High Schools         ***Only for High Schools

46.0
%

SOLAR PANELS COMPUTER/LAPTOP
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%
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17.0

%
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%

12.0
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19.0

%

11.0
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Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 56% of households across all rural KP-Newly 

merged districts have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 24%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 57%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops9% 

Ÿ Across all rural KP-Newly merged districts, 
46% of the sampled households use solar 
panels as an alternate energy resource.
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 66.3 25.6 0.7 1.0 4.6 1.8 100

11 - 13 69.0 19.1 1.1 0.5 4.6 5.8 100

14 - 16 59.6 16.4 1.2 0.4 7.4 15.0 100

6 - 16 65.6 22.2 0.9 0.8 5.2 5.4 100

Total 100

By Type 73.3 24.8 1.0 0.9

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 9.2 5.7 0.1 0.2 100

4 30.2 20.3 0.5 0.9 100

5 52.7 28.5 0.8 1.4 100

3 - 5 31.7 18.5 0.5 0.8 100

Total 100

By Type 61.5 36.0 0.9 1.6

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 85.2 59.5 26.9 9.6 3.8

2 14.8 34.0 48.0 29.1 11.1

3 6.5 20.5 41.5 29.6 13.4

4 4.6 16.4 37.4 28.4 16.8

5 3.5 15.3 37.6 31.8

6 2.9 10.3 28.1

7 0.0 9.0

8 3.1 17.0

9 36.1

10 28.0

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 93.6% (66.3+25.6+0.7+1.0) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 15.2% (9.2+5.7+0.1+0.2) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

20.2

28.2

25.8

11.2

10.6

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

51.6 48.4

84.8

48.1

16.7

48.4

89.4

Age Class Composition

Total

14.3

15.1

13.9

12.5

12.5

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

20.6

57.3

100

22.0

8.2

6.7

7.2

5.2

4.4

10.2
11.3

14.6
19.7

16.6
18.8

0.0

100

0.0
6.5

4.6
3.5

2.9
0.0

3.1

15.4

26.5

30.7

7.5

100

15.2

33.6

26.5

8.0

57 56
43 44
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 27.0 36.7 31.1 5.2 0.0 100

2 8.2 20.8 36.9 21.4 12.8 100

3 4.3 8.8 30.3 29.0 27.7 100

4 2.9 4.1 16.0 27.4 49.5 100

5 2.2 2.6 8.0 18.6 68.6 100

6 2.3 1.3 4.5 14.0 78.0 100

7 2.0 1.0 2.9 9.2 84.8 100

8 1.4 1.3 1.3 6.2 89.8 100

9 1.3 1.5 1.2 4.2 91.8 100

10 1.3 0.8 0.5 2.7 94.7 100

Capital Small

1 33.1 23.3 32.3 11.4 0.0 100

2 16.6 16.2 31.0 34.1 2.1 100

3 13.2 8.6 24.7 46.1 7.4 100

4 13.1 4.5 12.9 36.4 33.1 100

5 8.8 2.4 4.2 20.0 64.5 100

6 9.9 1.5 2.6 13.3 72.7 100

7 10.2 1.0 1.4 8.6 78.8 100

8 10.5 1.0 1.0 6.3 81.2 100

9 11.6 1.2 1.0 4.0 82.2 100

10 10.8 0.8 0.5 2.1 85.8 100

Learning levels (Urdu)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 5.2 % (5.2+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 11.4 % (11.4+0) children of class 1 can read words
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 10.2 12.3 11.8 12.8 17.3 17.2 18.7 24.3 30.2 30.8

Pvt. 32.2 32.1 30.6 33.9 37.9 35.3 39.4 42.6 47.0 41.0

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition

Learning levels (Arithmetic)
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Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 26.4 21.7 32.1 16.1 3.6 100

2 10.1 13.3 23.3 34.4 18.9 100

3 5.8 6.4 18.3 31.6 37.9 100

4 5.4 4.4 11.6 25.2 53.4 100

5 5.7 4.3 7.5 22.5 60.0 100

6 9.5 3.0 6.5 20.9 60.1 100

7 11.3 4.0 5.3 14.9 64.5 100

8 12.3 6.7 5.6 11.1 64.3 100

9 14.4 7.4 6.9 12.0 59.3 100

10 11.9 3.6 7.7 8.9 67.9 100

How to read: 19.7 % (16.1+3.6) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

181 112 529 15 14 190

62 63 172 17 2 189

118 86 233 12 10 115

25 8 35 1 0 6

386 269 969 45 26 500

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

89.9 89.6 89.1 89.4 89.4 85.0 88.7 87.7 95.2 87.5

86.8 87.9 86.1 97 87.1 86.6 90.1 93.4 92 89.4

Government schools

Boys & Girls

Primary

Elementary

High 

Others

Total

236

47

29

2

Private schools

Boys & Girls

314

161

170

93

Government schools Private schools

Number of surveyed schools by type

Attendance (%) on the day of visit

5

429

7.7

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Matriculation 4.9 10.0 PTC 8.5

62.2

FA 6.1 24.9 CT 6.3 10.3

BA 30.6 39.5 B-Ed 58.9

0.3

MA or above 58.2 25.7 M-Ed or above 24.5 19.5

Others 0.2 0.0 Others 1.7
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* and "-"represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll February 05, 2019

Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 3 7 12 13 4 7 10 4

Useable water 95.5 94.8 98.3 97.1 93.7 97.9 99.1 100

Useable toilet 97.7 95.9 98.7 97.1 94.2 98.4 99.1 100

Playground 63.3 82.6 88.4 82.9 50.0 68.3 68.7 66.7

Boundary wall 94.3 96.5 97.0 100 93.2 95.8 99.1 100

Library 0.0 45.9 82.8 82.9 0.0 42.3 61.7 66.7

Computer lab 0.0 17.4 79.0 85.7 0.0 17.5 55.7 0.0

# of schools reported receiving grants 257 72 107 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 49.8 43.4 47.8 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 72,735.2     104,515.0   138,209.3   - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 361 121 149 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 70.0 72.9 66.5 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 152,988.4   194,479.2   391,318.6   - - - - -

2
0
1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0
1
8
**
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51.6 10.6 5.2 24.8 20.4 56.6 53.4 69.5 68.6 64.5 60.0

61.3 11.0 8.1 25.4 17.0 42.4 40.3 60.7 58.5 56.3 60.9

46.7 15.6 5.5 17.4 18.3 61.9 50.0 65.3 76.5 73.9 58.8

62.8 14.0 6.9 27.9 12.0 81.4 73.8 90.2 89.3 79.8 76.2

41.0 10.9 7.4 10.8 5.2 64.5 60.2 78.8 73.7 67.8 61.7

61.8 7.6 3.8 26.2 23.2 38.4 35.3 55.7 57.0 45.1 38.7

54.3 12.4 7.2 32.0 24.3 62.2 53.1 74.3 78.1 65.2 58.3

33.5 16.9 7.3 27.0 14.0 68.8 72.9 94.9 47.7 31.4 92.9

43.8 12.2 4.3 16.3 11.2 69.2 38.6 62.5 77.4 66.9 41.9

60.7 6.2 1.9 49.4 30.9 15.6 74.8 29.1 25.7 85.3 87.5

59.1 5.5 1.9 35.0 31.7 66.4 61.5 65.1 73.1 69.4 56.5

66.0 5.9 3.6 19.9 47.7 71.6 53.0 67.1 79.6 69.9 16.5

56.3 9.7 4.7 18.7 23.2 18.6 43.8 64.3 43.5 25.9 89.2

52.9 2.7 1.1 28.8 7.7 87.4 85.0 95.0 93.6 94.4 80.0

56.6 12.4 6.2 23.2 9.6 68.4 45.6 65.9 81.7 67.2 51.2

70.9 6.8 2.9 15.8 16.6 43.3 39.1 42.4 46.3 40.0 20.4

57.4 7.1 4.0 23.7 26.0 54.1 47.8 76.2 54.8 65.9 67.3

36.2 11.0 5.7 21.5 28.3 37.3 46.8 55.0 39.9 57.3 68.8

47.1 12.5 6.4 20.7 13.6 55.7 38.2 73.5 76.4 74.4 66.7

40.0 15.5 8.5 8.9 9.7 40.3 60.2 76.6 79.5 74.0 86.3

31.0 7.9 3.5 33.0 14.4 11.6 18.2 60.3 13.6 18.2 61.9

34.7 17.7 8.8 40.6 35.6 65.4 56.5 68.5 88.2 74.0 87.5

46.2 15.7 8.2 38.3 19.3 79.3 69.8 91.1 87.1 83.7 52.9

41.4 12.3 5.2 20.2 3.5 24.0 41.4 68.8 38.3 33.3 69.6

58.6 9.0 4.6 27.1 28.3 72.7 63.8 87.4 92.3 87.2 100.0

52.1 5.8 2.8 19.4 37.1 44.0 48.2 73.1 72.8 54.4 74.5

59.3 11.7 6.2 25.4 23.0 76.1 76.0 82.8 85.1 84.8 73.2

62.5 8.2 4.3 23.3 15.6 67.3 61.9 78.5 82.2 71.7 58.3

52.8 8.2 5.2 1.7 2.5 54.4 31.6 53.1 63.0 61.4 56.6

61.0 24.1 9.7 17.7 2.5 40.6 35.0 39.7 33.9 32.3 12.1

49.9 4.7 1.8 54.1 14.3 71.3 61.6 68.2 71.1 67.6 64.3

56.4 8.9 4.4 21.3 21.9 67.2 62.1 80.7 68.1 68.2 77.9

55.3 11.8 5.9 23.7 24.9 43.9 67.8 82.9 54.2 53.2 57.1

51.2 7.6 3.2 39.7 59.8 65.6 77.2 87.7 87.2 87.1 77.3

51.6 6.7 3.2 25.3 33.6 88.6 63.5 76.4 95.5 89.0 63.2

48.0 12.6 5.7 18.1 21.5 46.0 53.2 71.7 64.1 61.9 23.1

47.6 12.6 6.7 22.1 13.2 54.9 47.7 70.1 63.2 50.6 34.4
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 36 rural districts 
of Punjab. This covered 21,370 households in 1070 
villages throughout the province. 

· Detailed information was collected on 57,349 
children (55% males, 45% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 45,498 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 969 government schools 
(55% primary, 18% elementary, 24% high, 4% 
others) and 500 private schools (38% primary, 38% 
elementary, 23% high, 1% others) were surveyed.

· 40% of the government schools were boys only, 28% 
were girls only, and 32% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 9% were boys only, 5% 
were girls only and 86% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has decreased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 11% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has decreased compared to previous 
year (14%).5% children have never been enrolled in 
a school and 6% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 89% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 73% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 27% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (25% private schools, 
1% Madrassah, 1% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 43% were girls and 57% were boys whereas 
in private schools 56% enrolled children were boys 
and 44% were girls. 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has decreased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has increased in 2018 as 
compared to 2016.

· 52% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 51% in 2016. 

· 48% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school.

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS

Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children (in class 5) have improved: 31% 
class 5 children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu 
compared to 35% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 72% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu, similar to that in 2016.

English learning levels (in class 5) have improved: 35% class 
5 children could not read sentences (class 2 level) 
compared to 43% in 2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 93% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 77% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5) have improved: 40% 
class 5 children could not do two digit division compared to 
60% in 2016. 

· 60% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 77% in 2016.  

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 72% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 68% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

· English learning levels of private schools children 
were better than public schools. 68% private school 
children can read at least sentences in class 5 
whereas only 64% government school children can 
do the same. 

· Arithmetic learning levels of private schools 
children were better than public schools.66% 
children enrolled in private schools (class 5) were 
able to do division when compared to only 59% class 
5 children enrolled in government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 57% of boys and 57% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 52% boys could read at least English words while 
51% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 47% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 47% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN
More than 20% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 17% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu, 8% could read sentences in 
English, and 9% children were able to do two-digit 
division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
49% of mothers and 61% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
51% had not completed primary education.

· 39% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
33% compared to 16% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 10% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 31% children in class 
10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
30% of surveyed government schools and 21% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 30% of the surveyed government 
schools and 21% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 4% of surveyed government schools and 11% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.

ASER Pakistan 2018
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THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
11% children in surveyed government schools and 12% in 
surveyed private schools were absent
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 89% whereas it was 88% in 
surveyed private schools.

13% teachers in surveyed government schools and 11% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.
Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 87% whereas it was 89% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 31% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 40% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 59% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 62% 
teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed government high schools 
had computer labs than surveyed private high schools.

· 79% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 83% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 56% had 
computer labs and 62% had a library. 

2% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 4% were without drinking water.

· 2% of the surveyed government primary schools did 
not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 4% in 2016. 
6% of the surveyed private primary schools were 
missing toilet facility in 2018 as compared to 11% in 
2016. 

· 4% of the surveyed government primary schools did 
not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 5% 
in 2016. Similarly, 6% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 as compared to 4% in 2016. 

6% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 37% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 94% had complete boundary walls same as 
94% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 93% of the surveyed private primary 
schools have complete boundary walls as compared 
to 94% in 2016. 

· 63% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 50% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

12 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 12 rooms were being used for 
classroom activities in the surveyed government 
high schools as compared to 11 rooms in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 10 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities same as in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
50% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 257 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has decreased since last year. 50% 
government primary schools received grants in 
2018 as compared to 81% in 2016.
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*Only for Primary, Middle and High Schools           **Only for High Schools         ***Only for High Schools

18.0
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Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 78% of households across all rural districts of 

Punjab have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 49%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 70%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops24% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Punjab,  of 18%
the sampled households use solar panels as 
an alternate energy resource.
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 77.7 8.3 2.6 0.9 8.9 1.5 100

11 - 13 73.8 6.8 2.8 0.9 11.4 4.2 100

14 - 16 62.5 8.1 3.5 0.4 15.9 9.6 100

6 - 16 74.5 8.0 2.8 0.8 10.6 3.4 100

Total 100

By Type 86.5 9.2 3.3 0.9

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 6.2 2.0 0.9 0.1 100

4 18.6 3.7 1.1 0.4 100

5 67.5 8.1 1.6 0.8 100

3 - 5 36.6 5.1 1.3 0.5 100

Total 100

By Type 84.2 11.8 2.9 1.1

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 87.3 61.9 32.9 11.2 17.9

2 12.7 30.8 48.8 23.3 23.9

3 7.3 14.9 52.2 40.1 15.9

4 3.4 10.7 0.0 21.8 13.4

5 2.7 15.1 40.5 31.7

6 3.0 4.8 30.3

7 0.0 4.0

8 2.4 17.2

9 35.9

10 18.8

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 89.5% (77.7+8.3+2.6+0.9) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 9.2% (6.2+2.0+0.9+0.1) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

16.5

22.4

20.4

5.0

14.0

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

43.5 56.5

90.9

76.2

22.0

56.5

86.0

Age Class Composition

Total

17.9

18.5

18.5

8.5

13.1

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

20.2

55.8

100

24.1

6.3

5.1

5.3

3.4

3.4

17.0
18.1

35.7
29.1

31.0
28.0

0.0

100

0.0
7.3

3.4
2.7

3.0
0.0

2.4

11.7

29.5

26.1

3.5

100

15.4

34.4

15.8

3.4

61 60

39 40

0

20

40

60

80

100

Government schools Private schools
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Class-wise enrollment

2015 2016 2018

91
76
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2015 2016 2018

Enrollment by gender and type of school 6 to 16 years

Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 27.0 53.4 17.5 2.0 0.0 100

2 9.7 31.7 44.3 9.9 4.5 100

3 5.8 19.2 42.7 21.5 10.8 100

4 3.7 6.7 32.0 29.5 28.1 100

5 3.1 6.0 25.2 23.0 42.7 100

6 3.1 3.2 15.9 24.1 53.7 100

7 2.4 2.0 7.4 21.4 66.9 100

8 2.5 2.0 5.6 18.5 71.3 100

9 1.6 1.0 1.9 10.8 84.7 100

10 1.9 1.8 2.8 6.8 86.6 100

Capital Small

1 39.1 23.7 28.5 8.7 0.0 100

2 23.8 29.7 23.0 22.5 1.0 100

3 18.1 23.7 22.2 33.4 2.6 100

4 15.8 11.5 23.2 39.5 10.0 100

5 11.6 8.1 22.9 32.4 25.0 100

6 8.6 3.0 11.3 30.9 46.2 100

7 6.1 2.2 5.6 22.2 63.9 100

8 8.9 1.4 3.4 18.9 67.3 100

9 6.3 0.7 1.3 9.2 82.5 100

10 7.4 1.1 1.3 3.8 86.4 100

Learning levels (Urdu/Sindhi)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 2 % (2+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 8.7 % (8.7+0) children of class 1 can read words

72

31
40

81

47
58

0

20

40

60

80

100

Class 1: Can read
at least letters

Class 3: Can read
at least sentences

Class 5: Can read
at least story

%
 C

h
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n

Learning levels by school type Urdu/Sindhi

Government Private
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2015 2016 2018
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Who can read at least sentences

70

11 9 5 4
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38 36
22

31 36
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Class 1: Can read
at least small

letters

Class 3: Can read
at least words

Class 5: Can read
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Learning levels by school type English

Government Private

3
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Children who can read story Urdu/Sindhi Learning levels by gender Urdu/Sindhi Learning levels: out-of-school children Urdu/Sindhi

Children who can read English sentences Learning levels by gender English Learning levels: out-of-school children English
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 2.5 3.3 3.3 4.6 5.5 6.5 5.1 7.9 7.9 12.2

Pvt. 25.4 29.5 29.6 33.6 37.1 45.1 32.3 40.3 40.3 37.4

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition

19
29 32
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Who can at least do subtraction
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Children attending paid tuition

Government schools Private schools

Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 27.8 34.1 26.6 10.4 1.1 100

2 13.5 25.8 27.5 24.9 8.2 100

3 8.6 18.4 29.0 25.1 18.8 100

4 8.4 7.6 24.6 30.2 29.2 100

5 7.8 7.0 25.4 28.0 31.8 100

6 6.2 4.2 17.3 30.7 41.6 100

7 5.5 3.5 9.5 29.1 52.4 100

8 7.9 3.2 7.4 28.4 53.1 100

9 9.0 2.4 4.8 20.5 63.3 100

10 14.4 5.2 10.3 20.6 49.5 100

How to read: 11.5 % (10.4+1.1) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total

38 43
31

36

54
46

0

20

40

60

80

100

Class 1: Can
recognize at least
numbers (10-99)

Class 3: Can at
least do subtraction

Class 5: Can at
least do division
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Learning levels by school type Arithmetic

Government Private
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

304 84 599 1 0 3

12 6 36 0 0 4

14 9 39 0 0 1

7 1 18 0 0 0

337 100 692 1 0 8

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

65.4 60.0 62.7 68.3 64.8 78.4 85.2 85.0 - 82.9

84.3 89.5 94.4 84.3 85.6 100 96.3 0* - 95.1

Others 0.3 0* Others 0.5 0*

MA or above 29.3 50.0 M-Ed or above 15.0 0*

BA 57.1 20.0 B-Ed 57.1 100

FA 11.6 0* CT 19.3 0*

Matriculation 1.7 30.0 PTC 8.1 0*

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools

Total 255 7

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

High 16 1

Others 10 0

Primary 211 2

Elementary 18 4

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools

Boys & Girls Boys & Girls

64
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Playground and boundary wall facility in primary schools Water and toilet facility in primary schools

*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018

Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 2 5 8 6 2 7 19 -

Useable water 78.6 80.6 92.3 77.8 100 75.0 100 -

Useable toilet 55.3 72.2 84.6 72.2 33.3 75.0 100 -

Playground 53.9 66.7 74.4 55.6 100 100 0* -

Boundary wall 74.8 83.3 94.9 77.8 33.3 75.0 0* -

Library 0.0 5.6 23.1 22.2 0.0 50.0 100 -

Computer lab 0.0 8.3 25.6 5.6 0.0 50.0 0* -

# of schools reported receiving grants 165 11 9 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 32.0 35.5 30.0 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 22,480.6     60,127.3     83,333.3     - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 344 24 22 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 66.8 77.4 73.3 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 24,823.8
     

74,820.8
     

95,886.4
     

- - - - -

2
0

1
7

School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
0

1
8

**
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43.5 14.0 7.6 9.2 7.2 32.3 36.0 44.0 42.7 25.0 31.8

75.5 1.2 0.6 0.0 0.2 34.5 39.3 56.2 40.0 51.1 22.8

42.5 13.4 6.3 3.3 6.5 17.1 47.5 39.2 20.7 2.0 23.1

25.4 14.4 7.9 7.5 7.1 49.5 38.7 13.7 63.5 22.6 13.6

65.9 7.5 3.5 19.3 24.1 54.0 29.9 51.5 58.1 43.1 50.0

23.0 23.4 12.9 2.4 3.8 18.3 10.8 33.0 19.5 3.5 6.2

41.6 9.7 5.4 34.1 24.1 75.2 16.3 29.8 75.6 60.6 15.3

24.2 17.3 7.3 25.2 30.3 23.0 24.1 47.5 25.5 5.6 48.8

42.4 15.4 7.1 17.8 32.5 31.6 40.2 52.4 39.3 14.6 29.6

43.4 11.5 4.8 0.2 1.3 25.1 24.9 69.6 20.0 4.4 52.8

32.6 5.4 3.9 23.9 2.1 47.3 23.6 51.3 38.2 30.8 61.9

41.9 14.6 9.1 8.6 6.3 80.4 60.8 75.8 96.7 83.7 66.7

32.1 17.9 14.9 21.0 4.6 85.2 86.9 88.6 0.0 0.0 35.7

80.0 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.1 58.1 66.3 80.6 69.3 47.2 66.7

26.6 48.9 26.7 0.0 0.0 14.3 33.3 50.0 16.7 60.0 55.6

75.6 1.7 1.0 1.3 2.7 8.3 90.8 66.1 63.9 0.0 75.5

48.6 12.1 5.1 1.6 6.1 34.3 47.4 64.3 48.9 30.1 48.7

49.2 27.8 18.1 4.0 4.8 26.9 19.6 39.5 39.4 7.9 35.4

13.7 12.6 8.9 7.0 6.3 37.1 11.0 37.5 65.8 8.1 42.4

77.8 2.1 0.4 9.2 0.0 1.7 89.5 17.2 25.0 0.0 27.3

38.7 0.9 0.2 0.4 6.6 24.8 16.4 17.8 7.8 6.0 4.8

32.5 27.4 13.1 14.2 8.7 19.9 29.7 42.2 27.7 5.5 44.5

31.3 17.2 9.9 21.2 8.0 32.6 8.6 48.1 51.8 32.5 24.6

81.4 7.9 6.7 3.3 0.9 8.8 6.7 8.3 12.3 2.0 12.6

33.0 44.7 19.5 4.5 4.6 29.9 19.7 31.1 36.2 12.7 36.8

70.5 11.5 7.9 3.6 0.2 2.8 5.0 12.4 6.7 2.3 6.9
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 25 rural districts 
of Sindh. This covered 14,331 households in 720 
villages throughout the province. 

· Detailed information was collected on 36,528 
children (57% males, 43% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 29,291 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies.

 
· School information on public and private schools 

was collected. A total of 692 government schools 
(87% primary, 5% elementary, 6% high, 3% others) 
and 8 private schools (38% primary,  50% 
elementary, 13% high, 0% others) were surveyed.

· 49% of the government schools were boys only, 14% 
were girls only, and 37% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 13% were boys only, 0% 
were girls only and 88% were coeducation schools

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has decreased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 14% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has decreased compared to 2016 
(22%).  11% children have never been enrolled in a 
school and 3% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 86% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 87% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 13% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (9% private schools, 
3% Madrassah, 1% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 39% were girls and 61% were boys whereas 
in private schools 60% enrolled children were boys 
and 40% were girls. 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has decreased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has increased as compared 
to 2016.

· 43% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 38% in 2016. 

· 57% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children have improved: 47% class 5 
children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu/Sindhi 
compared to 63% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 89% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu/Sindhi compared to 90% in 2016. 

English learning levels have improved: 75% class 5 children 
could not read sentences (class 2 level) compared to 81% in 
2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 97% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 95% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels have improved: 68% class 5 
children could not do two digit division as compared to 76% 
in 2016. 

· 81% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 94% in 2016.  

  

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 58% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu/Sindhi 
similar 40% of class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools, who could do the same. 

· 48% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas 22% government 
school children can do the same. 

· In arithmetic, 46% children enrolled in private 
schools (class 5) were able to do division similar 
(31%) to those enrolled in government schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP

Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls in 
literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 38% of boys and 34% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Sindhi. 

· 36% boys could read at least English words while 
32% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 35% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 32% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

More than 7% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 4% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu/Sindhi, 1% could read 
sentences in English, and 6% children were able to 
do two-digit division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
30% of mothers and 48% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
70% had not completed primary education.

· 52% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall tuition in private schools is 32% 
compared to 4% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies with class-level. For example, in government 
schools, 3% children enrolled in class 1 take private 
tuition whereas 12% children in class 10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
64% of surveyed government schools and 29% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time.

· It was found that 64% of the surveyed government 
schools and 29% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 3% of surveyed government schools and 0% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.
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THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
35% children in surveyed government schools and 17% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 65% whereas it was 83% in 
surveyed private schools.

14% teachers in surveyed government schools and 5% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.
Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 86% whereas it was 95% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION
More qualified teachers in surveyed government schools 
as compared to surveyed private schools.

· 57% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 20% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 57% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees as compared to 
100% teachers of surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A higher proportion of surveyed private high schools had 
library books than surveyed government high schools.

· 26% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 23% had a library as compared to 
surveyed private high schools where 0% had 
computer labs and 100% had a library.

45% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 21% were without drinking water.

· 45% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 57% in 
2016. Similarly, 67% surveyed private primary 
schools were missing toilet facility in 2018 as 
compared to 18% in 2016. 

· 21% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
39% in 2016. Similarly, 0% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 as compared to 14% in 2016. 

25% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 46% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 75% had complete boundary walls as 
compared to 63% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 33% of the surveyed private primary 
schools did not have complete boundary walls as 
compared to 18% in 2016. 

· 54% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 43% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

8 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 8 rooms were being used for classroom 
activities in the surveyed government high schools 
as compared to 7 in 2016.

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 19 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities as compared to 12 in 2016. 

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
 32% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 165 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary school.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has increased since last year. 32% 
government primary schools received grants in 
2018 as compared to 30% in 2016.
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Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 55% of households across all rural districts of 

Sindh have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 46%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 62%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops13% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Sindh,  of the 37%
sampled households use solar panels as an 
alternate energy resource.
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*
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 42.3 53.1 0.8 0.6 2.2 1.1 100

11 - 13 49.9 44.6 1.4 0.5 1.5 2.1 100

14 - 16 50.3 39.6 1.3 0.1 3.2 5.6 100

6 - 16 46.3 47.3 1.1 0.5 2.3 2.5 100

Total 100

By Type 48.7 49.7 1.1 0.5

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 4.2 8.9 0.1 0.1 100

4 15.2 32.8 0.2 0.4 100

5 32.3 52.8 0.3 0.6 100

3 - 5 17.7 32.0 0.2 0.4 100

Total 100

By Type 35.3 63.6 0.4 0.8

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 15

1 73.1 71.8 31.7 10.4 2.6

2 26.9 22.9 48.8 31.4 11.2

3 5.3 15.5 40.8 25.9 12.0

4 4.0 12.8 46.0 26.7 12.1

5 4.6 10.8 45.6 37.4

6 3.5 10.7 36.9

7 0.0 5.5

8 2.2 13.6

9 54.6

10 23.1

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

School enrollment and out-of-school children

Early years schooling (Pre-schooling)

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

TotalAge 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

Drop-

out

How to read: 96.8% (42.3+53.1+0.8+0.6) children of age group 6-10 are enrolled

How to read: 13.3% (4.2+8.9+0.1+0.1) children of age 3 are enrolled

Total

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

12 13 14

15.0

38.6

29.2

10.8

4.8

Out-of-school
Age 

group
Govt.

Non-state providers

50.3 49.7

86.7

51.3

14.0

49.7

95.2

Age Class Composition

Total

9.7

10.4

10.3

10.9

12.9

0.0

0.0

100 100

16

14.3

74.5

100

11.1

10.7

8.4

10.4

8.5

7.9

5.0
5.9

6.4
9.4

9.1
8.7

0.0

100

0.0
5.3

4.0
4.6

3.5
0.0

2.2

13.7

34.9

36.5

5.5

100

11.8

43.7

29.8

5.7

53 5247 48
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Enrollment by gender and type of school 6 to 16 years

Out-of-school childrenby gender 6 to 16 years

Children not attending any pre-school 3 to 5 years
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 10.5 42.3 41.0 6.2 0.0 100

2 3.8 16.4 43.8 25.1 11.0 100

3 2.8 5.3 29.8 38.7 23.4 100

4 1.9 1.5 11.3 37.7 47.6 100

5 1.1 1.3 4.7 14.8 78.0 100

6 0.2 1.3 2.4 11.6 84.5 100

7 0.8 0.2 1.7 5.9 91.4 100

8 1.3 0.9 1.1 5.5 91.2 100

9 0.9 0.6 0.8 2.2 95.5 100

10 0.9 0.2 0.5 1.5 96.9 100

Capital Small

1 18.5 20.2 35.5 25.8 0.0 100

2 14.6 9.8 31.8 40.9 3.0 100

3 12.8 3.7 18.3 54.4 10.8 100

4 15.9 1.7 7.0 29.2 46.2 100

5 1.0 0.2 1.8 5.3 91.7 100

6 7.1 0.2 0.8 8.2 83.7 100

7 6.4 0.0 0.6 4.8 88.2 100

8 5.8 0.0 0.6 3.2 90.3 100

9 6.4 0.0 0.5 1.8 91.2 100

10 7.5 0.0 0.2 1.0 91.2 100

Learning levels (Urdu)

Learning levels (English)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read: 6.2 % (6.2+0) children of class 1 can read sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

How to read: 25.8 % (25.8+0.0) children of class 1 can read words

87

61
78

91

63

79
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Class 1: Can read
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Class 3: Can read
at least sentences

Class 5: Can read
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Learning levels by school type Urdu

Government Private
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Type I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X

Govt. 15.1 18.8 15.6 20.1 20.4 29.9 29.4 24.8 35.7 32.9

Pvt. 20.7 25.7 24.4 32.9 34.4 34.8 43.2 38.5 48.1 54.8

Parental education Paid Tuition

Class-wise % children attending paid tuition

40

68 73 76
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Children attending paid tuition

Government schools Private schools

Children who can do division Learning levels by gender Arithmetic Learning levels: out-of-school children Arithmetic

Learning levels (Arithmetic)

1-9 10-99

1 9.6 25.8 29.3 27.8 7.5 100

2 3.6 7.3 29.3 29.4 30.3 100

3 3.7 2.8 12.0 41.4 40.1 100

4 2.7 0.3 4.5 24.3 68.2 100

5 2.9 0.5 6.7 17.1 72.8 100

6 2.0 0.5 7.5 13.9 76.1 100

7 6.7 0.0 6.7 18.3 68.3 100

8 8.9 0.0 5.7 15.4 69.9 100

9 13.6 0.0 10.2 16.9 59.3 100

10 9.8 0.0 2.0 13.7 74.5 100

How to read: 35.3 % (27.8+7.5) children of class 1 can do subtraction

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction 

(2 Digits)

Division 

(2 digits)
Total

64
80 76

66

83
70
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Class 1: Can
recognize at least
numbers (10-99)

Class 3: Can at
least do subtraction

Class 5: Can at
least do division
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Learning levels by school type Arithmetic

Government Private
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Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total

36 30 123 5 3 79

43 28 87 7 3 113

36 25 76 3 1 55

0 2 2 0 1 4

115 85 288 15 8 251Total 88 228

High 15 51

Others 0 3

Primary 57 71

Elementary 16 103

Number of surveyed schools by type
Government schools Private schools

Boys & Girls Boys & Girls

Primary Elementary High Others Overall Primary Elementary High Others Overall

86.9 88.6 90.0 90.3 88.9 89.8 85.8 92.7 94.8 89.2

91.2 88.0 75.7 - 86.9 92.4 91.5 89.5 100 91.6

Children attendance 

Teacher attendance

Attendance (%) on the day of visit
Government schools Private schools

Others 0.4 0.4 Others 1.4 1.7

MA or above 36.4 31.3 M-Ed or above 27.6 23.4

BA 47.1 48.4 B-Ed 55.8 55.5

FA 12.2 19.9 CT 8.5 16.0

Matriculation 4.0 0.0 PTC 6.7 3.4

Teacher qualification - general (% of teachers) Teacher qualification - professional (% of teachers)

Government schools Private schools Government schools Private schools
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Playground and boundary wall facility in primary schools Water and toilet facility in primary schools

*0 and "- "represents insufficient data
**Grants received �ll October 31, 2018

Primary Elementary High Others Primary Elementary High Others

Rooms used for classes (avg.) 2 6 8 8 4 6 11 8

Useable water 54.5 73.6 75.0 100 84.8 77.9 96.4 100

Useable toilet 52.0 74.7 77.6 50.0 82.3 75.2 81.8 100

Playground 21.1 35.6 55.3 100 49.4 46.9 56.4 75.0

Boundary wall 39.0 51.7 59.2 50.0 45.6 53.1 54.5 50.0

Library 0.0 17.2 27.6 100 0.0 31.0 58.2 75.0

Computer lab 0.0 5.7 46.1 100 0.0 18.6 54.5 50.0

# of schools reported receiving grants 2 1 4 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 1.8 1.3 6.0 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 1,552.5       0* 24,750.0     - - - - -

# of schools reported receiving grants 2 2 5 0* 0* 0* 0* 0*

% of schools reported receiving grants 1.8 2.6 7.5 - - - - -

Average amount of grant (Rs.) 2,795.0       139,500.0   27,700.0     - - - - -

2
0

1
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School Grants

School facilities (% schools)
Government schools Private schools

2
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**



2018AZAD JAMMU & KASHMIR - RURAL

(Age 3-5)

In
 P

re
-s

c
h

o
o

l

O
u

t-
o

f-
s
c
h

o
o

l 
(A

ll
)

O
u

t-
O

f-
s
c
h

o
o

l 
(G

ir
ls

)

In
 p

ri
v
a
te

 s
c
h

o
o

l

W
h

o
 c

a
n

 r
e
a
d

 

s
e
n

te
n

c
e
 (

U
rd

u
)

W
h

o
 c

a
n

 r
e
a
d

 w
o

rd
 

(E
n

g
li

s
h

)

W
h

o
 c

a
n

 d
o

 

s
u

b
tr

a
c
ti

o
n

W
h

o
 c

a
n

 r
e
a
d

 s
to

ry
 

(U
rd

u
)

W
h

o
 c

a
n

 r
e
a
d

 

s
e
n

te
n

c
e
 (

E
n

g
li

s
h

)

W
h

o
 c

a
n

 d
o

 d
iv

is
io

n

50.3 4.8 2.5 49.7 27.4 62.1 65.2 81.5 78.0 91.7 72.8

57.8 2.8 1.6 43.6 23.1 84.0 67.6 84.3 89.5 90.2 50.0

42.7 4.9 3.0 40.6 19.1 68.1 47.4 76.6 82.7 97.5 87.0

13.8 3.7 1.3 58.2 99.5 39.0 59.7 89.2 94.6 99.1 86.7

62.2 10.6 5.3 28.9 15.7 52.9 62.5 70.8 60.5 83.6 54.0

54.1 3.8 1.7 60.7 7.3 70.6 72.5 85.1 70.6 92.4 67.6

46.7 2.5 1.2 48.4 11.9 50.9 67.3 81.8 89.2 92.5 79.5

33.3 1.9 0.8 45.7 23.3 60.7 74.2 73.9 75.8 91.8 82.6

38.1 13.1 8.5 50.3 6.3 58.7 71.0 85.6 60.8 87.8 78.6

75.0 1.4 0.4 54.3 21.2 64.2 43.5 91.0 64.3 87.0 71.7

55.6 2.7 1.3 58.5 9.3 67.0 78.9 80.0 66.0 89.3 66.7
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2018 survey was conducted in 10 rural districts 
of Azad & Jammu Kashmir. This covered 5,844 
households in 295 villages throughout the territory. 

· Detailed information was collected on 15,815 
children (52% males, 48% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 12,930 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 288 government schools 
(43% primary, 30% elementary, 26% high, 1% 
others) and 251 private schools (31% primary, 45% 
elementary, 22% high, 2% others) were surveyed.

· 40% of the government schools were boys only, 30% 
were girls only, and 31% were coeducation schools. 
In case of private schools, 6% were boys only, 3% 
were girls only and 91% were coeducation schools.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased as 
compared to 2016.

· In 2018, 5 % of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased compared to previous 
year (3%). 2% children have never been enrolled in a 
school and 3% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 95% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 49% of children were enrolled in 
government schools whereas 51% of children were 
going to non-state institutions (50% private schools, 
1% Madrassah, 0% others).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 47% were girls and 53% were boys whereas 
in private schools (52% enrolled children were boys 
and 48% were girls). 

· The percentage of out of school children (boys and 
girls) has increased as compared to 2016.

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has increased as compared 
to 2016.

· 50% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 33% in 2016. 

· 50% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through specific 
language and arithmetic tools. The same approach is used 
for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy 
assessments are designed to cover up to Class 2 level 
competencies according to the national curriculum. The 
arithmetic tool covers up to Class 3 level.

Learning levels of children have deteriorated: 22% class 5 
children could not read a class 2 level story in Urdu 
compared to 12% in 2016.  

· Analysis shows that 77% of class 3 children could not 
read story in Urdu compared to 64% in 2016. 

English learning levels have improved: 8% class 5 children 
could not read sentences (class 2 level) compared to 13% in 
2016. 

· ASER 2018 reveals that 89% class 3 children could 
not read class 2 level sentences as compared to 67% 
in 2016. 

Arithmetic learning levels have deteriorated: 27% class 5 
children could not do two digit division as compared to 10% 
in 2016. 

· 60% children enrolled in class 3 could not do two 
digit division in 2018 as compared to 67% in 2016.  

  

1
 Other type of schools include classes 6-8, 1-12, 3-8, 6-10, 4-8, 5-10 etc.

2
 ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national 
level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, consistency and 
reliability across provinces and over time.
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T H E M E  4 :  L EA R N I N G  L E V E L S  BY  S C H O O L  T Y P E 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in government schools are generally 
performing slightly better compared to their private 
counterparts. 

· 79% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 78% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

· 92% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas 93% government 
school children can do the same. 

· Similarly, 70% children enrolled in private schools 
(class 5) were able to do division when compared to 
only 76% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 5: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning is almost at par: boys and girls are 
performing almost the same in literacy and numeracy 
skills. 

· 70% of boys and 69% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 67% boys could read at least English words while 
67% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 58% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction compared to 57% girls. 

THEME 6: LEARNING LEVELS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

More than 7% of the 'out-of-school' children were at more 
than the beginner level.

· Data reveals that the 7% of out-of-school children 
could read story in Urdu, 3% could read sentences in 
English, and 3% children were able to do two-digit 
division. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION
69% of mothers and 80% of fathers in the sampled 
households had completed at least primary education.

· Out of the total mothers in the sampled households, 
31% had not completed primary education.

· 20% of the fathers had not completed at least 
primary level education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater for private school 
students. Overall paid tuition taken by children in private 
schools is 31% compared to 24% in government schools.

· The incidence of private tuition remains higher for 
private school students when compared to 
government school students. 

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
increases with class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 15% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 33% children in class 
10 take tuition. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
56% of surveyed government schools and 39% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· The surveyors were asked to observe if Class 2 and 
Class 8 were sitting together with any other classes. 
This is referred to as multi-grade teaching, where 
one teacher has to teach more than one grade 
within the allotted time. 

· It was found that 56% of the surveyed government 
schools and 39% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. 

· 8% of surveyed government schools and 10% of 
surveyed private schools had Class 8 sitting with 
other classes.
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THEME 10: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM
11% children in surveyed government schools and 11% in 
surveyed private schools were absent

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overall student attendance in both surveyed 
government and private schools stood at 89%.

13% teachers in surveyed government schools and 8% 
teachers in surveyed private schools were absent.
Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overall teacher attendance in surveyed government 
schools stood at 87% whereas it was 92% in 
surveyed private schools.

THEME 11: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 47% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 48% teachers of 
surveyed private schools.

· 56% of surveyed government school teachers had 
Bachelors in Education degrees and in private 
schools surveyed teachers with a bachelors in 
Education was also 56%.

THEME 12: SCHOOL FACILITIES
A larger proportion of surveyed private high schools had 
computer labs than surveyed government high schools.

· 46% of surveyed government high schools had 
computer labs and 28% had library books as 
compared to surveyed private high schools where 
55% had computer labs and 58% had library books. 

48% surveyed government primary schools were without 
toilets and 46% were without drinking water.

· 48% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have toilets in 2018 as compared to 33% in 
2016. Similarly, 18% surveyed private primary 
schools were missing toilet facility in 2018 as 
compared to 14% in 2016. 

· 46% of the surveyed government primary schools 
did not have drinking water in 2018 as compared to 
30% in 2016. Similarly, 15% of the surveyed private 
primary schools did not have drinking water facility 
in 2018 as compared to 19% in 2016. 

61% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
without complete boundary walls and 79% were without 
playgrounds.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 39% had complete boundary walls as 
compared to 59% in 2016. 

· In 2018, 54% of the surveyed private primary 
schools did not have complete boundary walls as 
compared to 31% in 2016. 

· 21% of surveyed government primary schools had 
playgrounds in 2018 while 49% surveyed private 
primary schools had playgrounds.

8 rooms on average were being utilized for classroom 
activities in surveyed government high schools.

· On average, 8 rooms were being used for classroom 
activities in the surveyed government high schools, 
as compared to 9 in 2016. 

· In 2018, surveyed private high schools had 11 
classrooms on average being used for classroom 
activities as compared to 10 in 2016.

THEME 13: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
2% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 2 surveyed government primary schools are 
receiving grants in 2018 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

· The proportion of government primary schools 
receiving grants has increased in 2018 as compared 
to 2016 from 0 to 2%.
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BOARDS

COMPUTER 
LABS

SOLAR PANELS*

**

SMART
BOARDS***

Informa�on & Communica�on Technology Alternate Energy
Ÿ 85% of households across all rural districts of 

Azad Jammu & Kashmir have mobile phones. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use Whatsapp 64%

service for communica�on. 
Ÿ Amongst mobile users,  use SMS facility for 84%

communica�on. 
Ÿ of households have computers/laptops33% 

Ÿ Across all rural districts of Azad Jammu & 
Kashmir,  of the sampled households use 9%
solar panels as an alternate energy resource.
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Schools  

Sample Description - National Rural

Province/Territory 
Districts 
Covered 

Villages/ 
Blocks 

Households Female Male Total Mothers Govt. Pvt. Total 

Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir 

10 295 5844 7563 8252 15815 5957 288 251 539 

Balochistan 34 1007 19991 30044 37774 67818 20457 976 59 1035 

Gilgit-Bal�stan 10 299 5862 7655 9324 16979 6303 295 155 450 

Islamabad - ICT 1 30 590 628 764 1392 600 17 19 36 

Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 

25 733 14583 17881 24031 41912 15301 688 136 824 

Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa - 
Newly Merged 
Districts 

13 373 7395 8551 13725 22276 7932 359 43 402 

Punjab 36 1070 21370 25638 31711 57349 21783 969 500 1469 

Sindh 25 720 14331 15670 20858 36528 14397 692 8 700 

Na�onal-Rural 154 4527 89966 113630 146439 260069 92730 4284 1171 5455 

Children (3-16 Years) 
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